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CAUCASUS HERITAGE WATCH

EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY

In a year-long forensic investigation, Caucasus 
Heritage Watch (CHW) has used high-resolution 
satellite imagery to document the fate of 
Armenian cultural heritage sites in the Nakhchivan 
Autonomous Republic of Azerbaijan (Arm. 
Nakhichevan). To summarize our main finding, 
CHW’s research shows the complete destruction 
of 108 medieval and early modern Armenian 
monasteries, churches, and cemeteries between 
1997 and 2011. This figure represents 98% of the 
Armenian cultural heritage sites we were able 
to locate and assess for this investigation. These 
findings provide, for the first time, conclusive 
forensic evidence that silent and systematic cultural 
erasure has been a feature of Azerbaijan’s domestic 
ethnic policies.

The long history of Armenians in Nakhchivan is well-
documented in the region's archival, architectural 
and archaeological records. Their numbers 
diminished over the course of the Soviet period, 
dwindling to just under 2000 by 1989. Following the 
Soviet Union’s collapse in 1991, and an outbreak of 
conflict between Armenians and Azerbaijanis, the 
number of Armenians in the region diminished to 
zero. 

Although the destruction documented in this report 
occurred years ago and elicited little global attention, 
these findings remain of urgent relevance today. 
Ethnic conflict between Armenians and Azerbaijanis 
continues to define the region’s political and cultural 
landscape. Following the Second Nagorno-Karabakh 
War in 2020, separatist Armenian forces ceded 
territory to the Azerbaijani state that they had held 
for 30 years, in the process relinquishing control 
over hundreds of additional monasteries, churches, 
and cemeteries—some located just 75km from 
Nakhchivan.

There is reason to fear that the template for 
cultural erasure in Nakhchivan will be pursued 
in the Nagorno-Karabakh region, too. CHW has 
already documented the beginnings of a similar 
pattern, with 6 confirmed destroyed, 7 confirmed 
damaged, and 17 threatened just since the Second 
Nagorno-Karabakh War began in September 2020. 

In December 2021, partly based on CHW’s reports, 
the International Court of Justice determined that 
attacks on Armenian cultural heritage in Azerbaijan 
plausibly constitute violations of the International 
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of 
Racial Discrimination; it ordered the government 
to “take all necessary measures to prevent and 
punish acts of vandalism and desecration affecting 
Armenian cultural heritage....” (Two months later, 
Azerbaijan’s Minister of Culture announced a plan 
to erase Armenian inscriptions from monasteries 
and churches.) This March, the European Parliament 
condemned “Azerbaijan’s continued policy of erasing 
and denying the Armenian cultural heritage in and 
around Nagorno-Karabakh.”

The destruction cataloged in this report 
demonstrates how Azerbaijan’s policy toward 
centuries-old Armenian cultural heritage tends to 
unfold when it goes unobserved and unimpeded. 
Secrecy appears to be a key aspect of the policy. 
In 2005, a Scottish traveler, Steven Sim, went to 
Nakhchivan to investigate the condition of Armenian 
monuments there; he was detained by authorities, 
who insisted that Armenians had never lived in the 
region and then expelled him from the country. 
A year later, in August 2006, Azerbaijan barred a 
delegation from the European Parliament seeking 
to evaluate an Armenian cemetery near Jugha/Julfa 
(N.307). In 2011, the U.S. Ambassador to Azerbaijan, 
Matthew Bryza, was likewise denied access to that 
same site.

Despite the government’s attempts to frustrate 
visits to Armenian monuments in Nakhchivan, 
glimpses of the destruction eventually emerged. In 
2019, Simon Maghakyan and Sarah Pickman wrote 
a groundbreaking report on the subject. Based on 
government documents from 2005 and key local 
sources, Argam Ayvazyan (an Armenian historian) 
and Akram Aylisli (an Azerbaijani author), they 
inferred a pattern of total cultural erasure. Their 
report of large-scale cultural eradication called for 
systematic assessment, a research program that, 
in the current political environment, can only be 
conducted using satellite-based observation. 

OVERVIEW
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In 2021, an investigation by Maghakyan, for which 
CHW provided satellite imagery, concentrated 
on the destruction of Armenian monuments in 
Agulis, a town in Nakhchivan with a deep history of 
Armenian habitation. In response to these findings, 
an Azerbaijani diplomat proclaimed, “First and 
foremost, we need to make it clear that there is no 
such thing as ‘Armenian heritage’ in the Nakhchivan 
Autonomous Republic simply because Armenians 
never lived there.” Continued government denial 
not only seeks to silence those who decry heritage 
destruction; it also demands that the prior existence 
of these monuments be forgotten. The policy of 
denial entraps Azerbaijani officials into a manifestly 
false discourse that is objectively refuted not only 
with available satellite imagery, but Azerbaijan’s 
own archive of Soviet-era topographic maps and 
monument lists.

This Special Report provides the first systematic 
assessment of all Armenian monasteries, churches, 
and cemeteries in Nakhchivan that were still extant 
at the end of the Soviet period. It draws upon 
declassified American satellite imagery from the 
1970s and 1980s, detailed maps created by Soviet 
topographers between 1930 and 1990, and modern 
commercial satellite imagery to locate and assess 
the status of monuments of historical, architectural, 
and eccliasiastical significance, including cemeteries 
with thousands of burial markers. The findings 
from this special investigation are available in two 
formats. In addition to the comprehensive inventory 
in this report (below), we have produced an online 
environment that presents the visual evidence 
for each destroyed site in an interactive format 
called ArcGIS StoryMaps. Like this document’s 
comprehensive site inventory, the StoryMaps 
provide historical information about every site, 
photographs, geolocation, and a side-by-side 
comparison of satellite imagery demonstrating the 
monument as it stood, and its disappearance.

Taken together, this body of evidence offers a 
striking portrait of cultural erasure that, in its 
surgical precision, totality, and surreptitiousness, 
has few parallels. Although the total number of 
eradicated cultural sites in Nakhchivan is less than 
those documented in analogous cases—for instance, 
16,000 mosques estimated destroyed or damaged 
by Chinese authorities in China’s Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region—the overall percentage is 
significantly greater. By 2011, all physical traces of 
Armenians in Nakhchivan were effectively gone, 
with rare exceptions appearing to have resulted 
from oversight rather than intent. Such pains were 

taken that even remote structures, located far from 
any inhabited areas, and already half in ruins, were 
dismantled and removed. The totality of erasure was 
integral to the state’s strategy.

The loss of this medieval and early modern art 
and architecture—among them specimens of 
outstanding creativity and faith—is a global one. 
But it also comes with profound local implications 
for a region in conflict. The Second Karabakh War 
has given way to an unstable ceasefire, tested by 
ongoing military incursions and martial rhetoric. 
Amid ethnic conflicts, the destruction of heritage 
sites often serves as an instrument of intimidation, 
terror, and insecurity—elevating the propensity for 
bloodshed, diminishing the possibility of coexistence. 
The policy of total erasure that Azerbaijan pursued in 
Nakhchivan, were it to be transplanted to Karabakh, 
risks a worsening of inter-ethnic mistrust and 
violence, making regional peace even more elusive. 

The comprehensive destruction in Nakhchivan, 
now documented, also stands as a call to action for 
international institutions mandated to conserve 
the world's cultural heritage, or to make judicial 
rulings on the issue. Steps must be taken to hold 
Azerbaijan accountable for what is one of the gravest 
violations of cultural heritage ever committed by 
a UNESCO member state and prevent continued 
cultural erasure in Nagorno-Karabakh. The case of 
Nakhchivan also raises questions about the potential 
role of international courts in considering violations 
of cultural heritage laws and conventions with the 
aid of space-borne evidence, such as that which we 
present here.

The covert, state-sponsored program of cultural 
erasure that we have documented in Nakhchivan 
reaffirms the importance of an immediate and 
resolute international response if the medieval and 
early modern Armenian monuments of Nagorno-
Karabakh are to be spared the same sad and 
shocking fate as their counterparts in Nakhchivan. 

Meanwhile, CHW’s satellite-monitoring of the region 
will continue, and data will be made available 
through an interactive dashboard and a series 
of regular reports that can be accessed from our 
website. Our next Special Report will document the 
fate of Azerbaijani and Islamic cultural heritage sites 
in territories that had been under ethnic-Armenian 
administration for 30 years; our preliminary 
assessments for that work can be found in the 
Ongoing Historic Research section of this report.
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• Truth-telling:  Investigating and monitoring 
past and future damage to cultural heritage 
can contribute to the work of truth and 
reconciliation. In contexts of war and genocide, 
cultural aerospace can bear witness to the 
condition of cultural heritage sites. These 
facts provide proof to counter state denialism, 
falsification, and other abuses that place 
heritage sites at the center of political conflict. 
Social repair can only happen when societies 
come to terms with troubled pasts and difficult 
truths.

• Deterrence: There are few instruments 
for deterring the destruction of cultural 
heritage within a state’s sovereign borders. 
Satellite-based monitoring has the potential 
to discourage or restrain state actors from 
intentional erasure both through the act of 
bearing witness, and through the dissemination 
of authoritative research to relevant national 
and international agencies and the public.

• Accountability: In contexts of conflict and 
genocide, abuses to cultural heritage are often 
clandestine, making it difficult to hold actors 
accountable. Satellite-based monitoring that 
reveals the destruction of cultural heritage can 
provide a forensic resource so that the public 
can hold responsible parties accountable for 
harms, including their own leaders.  

• Innovation: Caucasus Heritage Watch works 
to develop new techniques in the use of 
geospatial technologies for sustained, large-
scale monitoring of cultural heritage at risk. 
As researchers, we seek to innovate new and 
transferrable methodologies that can amplify 
our practical impact and disseminate workflows 
that can empower partners in the region and 
assist researchers in other parts of the world.

We are deeply grateful to the organizations that 
have provided financial and logistical support for 
this special report. 

FUNDING FOR THIS
SPECIAL REPORT

OUR
PARTNERS

RESEARCH ON 
ARMENIAN 

ARCHITECTURE

MONUMENT 
WATCH

INSTITUTE OF 
ARCHAEOLOGY

& ETHNOGRAPHY, RA

OUR GOALS
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ANALYSIS

RESEARCH FINDINGS

The pie charts at right summarize the findings that are 
presented in exacting detail in the Site Inventory of this 
report and in the StoryMaps. As the top chart shows, 
for this investigation we examined 159 monasteries, 
churches, chapels, and cemeteries. One of the greatest 
challenges of this research was simply locating the 
monuments on the landscape. (To learn how we 
geolocated 127 medieval and early modern sites, see 
Methodology.) Using high-resolution satellite imagery, 
we were then able to assess the current condition of 
110 of these 127 sites. As the bottom chart shows, 
CHW finds that 108 of these 110 sites (98%) have been 
erased.

The pie charts below provide a breakdown of our 
findings for each type of site (cemetery, chapel, church, 
monastery).

Top: summary status of sites in CHW's total dataset. 
Bottom: summary condition of CHW's assessed sites. 

© Caucasus Heritage Watch 2022
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Pie chart results for CHW dataset of 159 sites, classified by type.
© Caucasus Heritage Watch 2022
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In most cases, the land on which the Armenian monument stood is now a vacant plot, but in five 
cases, as acts of symbolic violence, mosques and other official buildings or national monuments 
were erected directly atop the foundations of an erased Armenian site. For examples, see the Site 
Inventory entries or StoryMaps for St. Tovma Monastery of Agulis (N.010) or the New Armenian 
Cemetery of Nakhchivan (N.337).

Also striking were the numerous instances in which bulldozers were deployed into already 
abandoned and ruined villages to surgically take out only the Armenian cultural heritage sites, a 
phenomenon that attests to the zealous way in which the policy was implemented. For examples, 
see the Site Inventory entries or StoryMaps for the Church of Mijin Ankuzik/Anzur (N.223) or St. 
Gevorg Church of Nor Poradasht (N.232).

In at least eight instances, churches and monasteries 
that were destroyed had been included in the April 
27, 1988 monuments list of the Azerbaijan S.S.R. 
(Resolution 145). Two of these sites (#2853, 2854 in 
the figure at right) were listed as "Albanian temples", 
referring to an obscure historical group from which, 
according to official Azerbaijani historiography, 
modern Azerbaijanis descend. Since the 1960s, this 
distorted history has been deployed in order to 
appropriate Armenian monasteries and churches to 
a fictional origin myth. The destruction of these two 
such "Albanian" temples  (in fact, Armenian churches, 
numbered N.431 and N.446 in our database), reveals 
the hollowness of the appropriation. In Nakhchivan, 
even the government of Azerbaijan appears 
unconvinced by the "Albanization" of Armenian sites, 
and hence they too had to be destroyed.

The specific mechanisms for the implementation 
of this policy of erasure remain uncertain. But 
information leaked to Argam Ayvazyan, a prominent 
historian of Nakhchivan, provides the broad contours 
of how the campaign of destruction was carried out. 
In an Armenian-language pamphlet call Unpublished 
Interview (2009: 13) Ayvazyan notes that the 
government of Azerbaijan created 7-8 groups of 20-25 
individuals "who had at their disposal the ammunition 
necessary to blow up monasteries and churches, and 
the machinery to eliminate the destroyed traces of 
monuments...."

We were unable to assess the condition of 17 geolocated sites with the available satellite imagery. In the 
unlikely event that any of these “indeterminate” sites remain intact, we refrain from disclosing their names 
or geographic coordinates here in order to protect them from harm.

Only two sites appear to have evaded the notice of Nakhchivan’s officials, and may remain in the same 
condition they were during the late Soviet years (assessed as "unchanged"). We likewise withhold 
locational information concerning these two sites in order to protect the last remaining physical vestiges 
of Armenian existence in Nakhchivan. These include a small cemetery and a chapel that appears on the 
historical satellite image to be already in a ruinous state in the late Soviet years, and thus may not have 
been recognized as Armenian places of worship and burial when the policy of destruction was enacted.

Selection from the 1988 List of Historical and Cultural Monuments of the 
Azerbaijan S.S.R.
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ANALYSIS

Armenian heritage in Nakhchivan had already been reduced during the Soviet era, when the 
region was an autonomous republic within the Azerbaijan S.S.R. But it was not the target of 
a systematic program of total cultural erasure until 1997, six years after Azerbaijan gained 
its independence from the Soviet Union. In 1989, just under 2000 Armenians remained in 
Nakhchivan. The First Nagorno-Karabakh war and the attendant surge in anti-Armenian 
sentiment in Azerbaijan ensured that, by the early 1990s, no Armenians remained in the 
region as potential witnesses to heritage destruction. 

CHW’s satellite analysis indicates that Azerbaijan’s systematic program of Armenian heritage 
erasure began 2-3 years prior to our earliest imagery from 2000, putting the start date 
sometime in 1997. This accords closely with evidence from a telegram sent by the Azerbaijani 
novelist and parliamentarian Akram Aylisi to then President Heydar Aliyev on June 10, 1997. 
In it, Aylisi reports that “recently it became known to me that in my native village of Aylis [Arm. 
Agulis] large-scale work is underway [by the military] for the eradication of Armenian churches 
and cemeteries....” Aylisi urged Aliyev to undertake "urgent measures” to end “this evil 
vandalism” (Maghakyan and Pickman 2019; Maghakyan 2021). A start date for the program 
of erasure in 1997 also accords with an encounter Argam Ayvazyan had with a childhood 
acquaintance from Nakhchivan in an Istabul bus station in 1998 or 1999 during which he was 
informed that the destruction of Armenian monuments had recently commenced (personal 
communication, 2022).

The first direct observation of heritage destruction in Nakhchivan to have leaked out to 
global audiences came in 1998, when “eye-witnesses from the Iranian border zone” across 
the Araxes river from the Medieval Armenian Cemetery of Old Jugha (Julfa) (N.307) “observed 
tombstones being excavated by a crane and loaded onto railroad wagons on the cemetery 
grounds across the river Araxes. The ripped-up ground was then made even again by 
bulldozers. This destruction lasted for three weeks and about 800 Khatchkars [cross stones] 
were taken away” (ICOMOS 2002-03).

TIMING OF DESTRUCTION
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Using satellite data, we have been able to define date ranges for the destruction of all 108 
erased sites that lacked such vivid eyewitness testimony. In 22 cases, the date range for 
destruction is established by modern satellite imagery (i.e. post-2000) that shows both 
“before” and “after” views of the site. As the bar graph below (left) shows, the date ranges are 
quite wide in all but one case, when destruction definitively took place between 2006 and 
2009. In 59 cases, although we lack 21st century satellite imagery for the “before” view, we 
are able to estimate the date of destruction based on analysis of the satellite images showing 
the site’s demolition in progress (see bar graph below right). That is, where remnants of 
destruction remain clearly visible in the “after” image, we interpret the destruction events as 

Timing assessements based on ranges bracketed by before and after modern (post 
2000) satellite images © Caucasus Heritage Watch 2022.

Timing assessements based on satellite evidence of recent destruction © Caucasus 
Heritage Watch 2022.



The destruction of the churches and monasteries of the town of Aylis/Agulis, reported by Maghakyan (2021) and 
decried in Aylisi’s telegram, was a major focus early in the erasure program. But the well-attested dismantling 
of the Cemetery of Old Jugha (Julfa, N.307) spanned many years after the first eyewitness accounts of 1998. 
Video and photographs from December 14, 2005, show the Azerbaijani army destroying the last vestiges of 
the cemetery, activities confirmed via satellite imagery by the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science in their 2010 report. As noted in a 2007 ICOMOS report on heritage at risk, by early 2006, Nakhchivan 
authorities had “stationed a firing range on the Julfa Cemetery and turned the site into a ‘military zone’ so that 
they could ban foreign missions and observers from entering it.” Satellite observation clearly confirms multiple 
episodes of heritage destruction at the site as well as its reuse, evidence that directly contradicts the repeated 
denials of Azerbaijan’s government.

Taken together, the evidence indicates that 108 Armenian heritage sites were all destroyed in, at most, a 14-year 
period from 1997-2011. In each case, the result was not simply damage to sites but total erasure. The timeline 
of destruction and its totality clearly indicate a systematic, coordinated state-sponsored campaign to eradicate 
all traces of Armenian communal and religious presence from Nakhchivan, and thus Armenians themselves 
from the history of the region. This satellite evidence thus corroborates the core finding of Maghakyan and 
Pickman's 2019 investigation. Sustained denial by Azerbaijani officials that Armenians ever lived in the region 
represents the culmination of this program of complete cultural erasure. The voluminous evidence of 
Armenian monuments – present and then destroyed – provided in CHW’s Site Inventory and StoryMaps 
both puts the lie to Azerbaijan’s historical revisionism and exposes the violence of its program of silent 
erasure.

Summary assessment of the timing of heritage destruction based on satellite evidence © Caucasus 
Heritage Watch 2022.
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“recent”. By recent, we mean within 2-3 years of the date of the “after” image capture, by which time indications 
of destruction activity are likely to have been ameliorated either by the systematic removal of debris piles 
or by the action of erosion and vegetation regeneration. In many cases the destruction may have been even 
more temporally proximate to the “after” image. Finally, in 27 cases, modern satellite imagery shows only the 
destroyed site (the “after” image), with no visible remains of the destruction process itself that would allow us to 
estimate a date range for demolition.

The graph at right summarizes our understanding of 
the timing of site destruction based on the assessment 
procedures detailed above. In some cases, our summary  
date ranges are quite broad (e.g., 2001-2011, in orange 
in the graph at right) due primarily to limited satellite 
coverage. But in other cases the date ranges are more 
refined (e.g., 2001-2004, shown in blue in the bar graph), 
a result of both better satellite coverage and our image 
assessments. These data suggest a continuous program 
of heritage erasure extending from 1997 to 2009, and 
possibly as late as 2011. Six sites have wide destruction 
date ranges that include 2010 and 2011. We suspect 
that these sites were likely also demolished before 2009, 
but we lack the data to say so definitively. Our satellite 
data allow us to resolve the destruction of 64 sites into 
four 3-4 year spans (blue bars). From 1997-2001 no less 
than 26 and possibly as many as 48 heritage sites were 
destroyed. From 2001-2004, a minimum of 8 sites were 
erased, while from 2004-2006 at least 15 sites were 
wiped out. Between 2006 and 2009 no less than 15 
sites disappeared. By 2011 at the latest, the erasure of 
Armenian cultural heritage in Nakhchivan was complete.



ANALYSIS

The destruction of Armenian heritage in Nakhchivan presents several unique features that, in retrospect, appear 
to have heralded new patterns of heritage destruction distinct from 20th century precedents. The devastation of 
monuments in World War II gave rise to the 1954 Hague Convention, an important UN protocol for safeguarding 
cultural heritage in traditional armed conflicts between nation-states. But the Hague Convention was not 
designed to respond to heritage destruction perpetrated by member states within their own sovereign borders, 
nor is it equipped to address abuses by non-state actors. As detailed above, the campaign of destruction in 
Nakhchivan began in 1997, several years before the Taliban bombed the Bamiyan Buddhas (2001), long before 
Ahmed al-Faqi al-Mahdi destroyed sacred places in Timbuktu (2012), prior to the devastation wrought by ISIS 
in Syria and Iraq (between 2014 and 2016), and decades before the current, ongoing abuses of Uyghur cultural 
heritage in Xinxiang, China. It thus represents the earliest case in which the limits of existing global institutions 
for cultural heritage protection were exposed. If heritage practitioners had paid closer attention to the 
devastations of Armenian cultural heritage in Azerbaijan in the closing years of the 20th century, they may have 
been better prepared to respond to subsequent crises.  

Secrecy:
The clandestine quality of Azerbaijan’s campaign of erasure in Nakhchivan impeded the possibility of global 
awareness and response, especially in an era before social media. Secrecy is the most distinctive feature of 
Azerbaijan’s approach to cultural heritage destruction. Indeed, even as evidence of a clandestine policy of 
cultural erasure began to leak out of the region (at least since a 2002-2003 ICOMOS World Report), Azerbaijan 
obstructed all efforts to conduct on-the-ground investigations. For example, authorities refused access to a 
delegation from the European Parliament requesting to visit the Jugha/Julfa cemetery (N.307) in August 2006. 
Likewise, in 2011, even the U.S. Ambassador to Azerbaijan, Matthew Bryza, was refused permission to visit that 
same site.

This insistence on secrecy sets Nakhchivan apart from many other cases of cultural heritage destruction. 
For example, in the well-known instances of the bombing of the Bamiyan Buddhas of Afghanistan and the 
destruction wrought by the Islamic 
State in Syria and Iraq, there was little 
concern to conceal the attacks. Quite 
the contrary, as others have noted 
(Bernbeck 2003; Harmanşah 2015), 
the Taliban and Islamic State enacted 
destruction that was intended to be 
seen, in part as a rebuke of Western 
heritage values and institutions. The 
Taliban used explosives, artillery, 
mines, and rockets to destroy the 
statues, declaring their plans in 
advance and announcing the demise 
of the statues or the world. ISIS’s 
campaign, in particular, was conducted 
as a public spectacle, performed for 
cameras and posted to social media 
as a weapon for demoralizing local 
communities, infuriating the West, and 
attracting adherents through media 
iconoclasm (Harmanşah 2015).

GLOBAL SIGNIFICANCE

The taller Buddha of Bamiyam, before destruction. Wikime-
dia Commons public domain.

The taller Buddha of Bamiyam, after destruction. Wikimedia 
Commons public domain.
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Twentieth century examples, such as the Holocaust and the Bosnian War (1992-1995), also establish the 
singularity of Azerbaijan’s clandestine approach. Nazi attacks on synagogues were very public. On November 
9, 1938, Hitler and Goebbels gave the signal to initiate attacks on Jewish communities across the territory 
of the Third Reich, including the destruction of homes, businesses, and most visibly, synagogues. Over the 
course of the next several days 
(known as Kristallnacht), 1,406 
synagogues were destroyed. 
The terror of Kristallnacht was 
meant to be visible as a highly 
effective means to force the 
Jewish community into exile 
and intimidate those who 
remained. Media organizations 
across the world reacted in 
horror to news of the pogrom 
and foreign diplomats reacted 
with shock. A French delegation 
described the brutality as only 
"exceeded by the massacres 
of the Armenians" during 
the Genocide. Many more 
synagogues and other sites of 
Jewish heritage were destroyed 
in the years that followed. 
A Soviet state commission 
concluded after the war that the 
Nazis destroyed 532 synagogues 
during their invasion of the 
U.S.S.R. 

Later in the 20th century, cultural heritage destruction was also a defining feature of the Bosnian War 
(Walasek 2015). In this conflict, while some of the destruction took place under the cover of night, secrecy 
was not a priority. Eye-witnesses reported massive controlled explosions of Bosnian Muslim sites in cities and 
towns, prompting some domestic resistance and worldwide media coverage.

Börnerplatz synagogue burning, Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany, November 10, 1938. Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license.

Stari Most, Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina, in 2019 after restoration. 
Photo credit: Bernard Gagnon, Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International license.
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Totality:
There are few historical cases that parallel the 
totality of the erasure of Armenian heritage sites 
in Nakhchivan. Perhaps closest in this regard is the 
Nazi destruction of Jewish synagogues between 1938 
and 1945. According to the Foundation for Jewish 
Heritage, of the approximately 17,000 synagogues 
in Europe before the war, 3,318 (or 19%) survived as 
intact structures, and as of 2022, less than a quarter 
of those still hosted religious services. Some of the 
synagogues survived because the Nazis on occassion 
turned them into munition dumps or repurposed 
them to other uses. Similar forms of appropriation 
were also seen in the reuse of Armenian churches 
in Turkey as mosques, warehouses, and military 
facilities. 

In terms of intensity, there are parallels too with 
the current, ongoing attacks on cultural heritage in 
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in western 
China. The Australian Strategic Policy Institute issued 
a 2020 report on cultural erasure in Xinjiang that 
used satellite imagery to document the Chinese 
Government’s “systematic and intentional campaign 
to rewrite the cultural heritage of the Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region”. The report estimates that:

“approximately 16,000 mosques in Xinjiang (65% of the 
total) have been destroyed or damaged as a result of gov-
ernment policies, mostly since 2017. An estimated 8,500 
have been demolished outright, and, for the most part, 
the land on which those razed mosques once sat remains 
vacant. A further 30% of important Islamic sacred sites 
(shrines, cemeteries and pilgrimage routes, including 
many protected under Chinese law) have been demol-
ished across Xinjiang, mostly since 2017, and an addi-
tional 28% have been damaged or altered in some way.” 

Another close parallel to Azerbaijan’s total elimination 
of Armenian heritage in Nakhchivan is the campaign 
by Bosnian Serbs waged against the region’s Islamic 
religious sites. During the 1992-1995 conflict, the 
demolition of mosques and minarets accompanied 
the forced expulsion, murder, rape, confinement, and 
torture of Bosnia’s Muslim population. The removal of 
cultural heritage was a key plank in the effort to create 
a fictional, mono-ethnic past that would allow the 
Bosnian Serb mayor of the once majority Muslim town 
of Zvornik to assert in 1993 that “there were never 
any mosques in Zvornik.” The parallels to Azerbaijan’s 
denial of the Armenian past in Nakhchivan are 
striking, including the recent assertion of Azerbaijan’s 
ambassador to the United Kingdom

that ”we need to make it clear that there is no such 
thing as ‘Armenian heritage’ in the Nakhchivan 
Autonomous Republic simply because Armenians 
never lived there…. Non-existing sites or cemeteries 
cannot be destroyed.” 

The fiction of a monoethnic territory also led to 
assaults on a wide array of sites in Bosnia including 
libraries, museums, and most famously the old bridge 
at Mostar. The destruction of Bosniak heritage sites 
was described by observers as the most systematic 
effort at cultural erasure since the Nazi assault on 
Jewish heritage. Though the attacks were conducted 
under the veil of active military engagements, as 
Helen Walasek notes, heritage destruction was 
“almost never collateral…. The vast majority of attacks 
on cultural and religious property were premeditated, 
systematic, and took place far from the frontlines….”

Satellite images of the Uyghur Sulanim Ccmetery in Hotan, China. 
Top: April 23, 2018, CNES/AirBus. Bottom: July 23, 2020, Maxar. Google Earth.
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Importantly, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia included attacks on cultural property 
in a number of their prosecutions as crimes against humanity, hearing testimony on the destruction of the 
National Library of Sarajevo and the Old Bridge in Mostar, as well as mosques and other heritage sites. In the 
case against Radislav Kristić, the tribunal noted that “where there is physical or biological destruction there are 
often simultaneous attacks on the cultural and religious property and symbols of the targeted group as well, 
attacks which may legitimately be considered as evidence of an intent to physically destroy the group.” 

Despite a number of similarities, however, the Bosnian case is an imperfect analogy for the fate of Armenian 
heritage in Nakhchivan. In the end, the lack of an active military conflict to provide both backdrop and alibi 
for acts of heritage destruction should make the Nakhchivan campaign of erasure particularly concerning to 
heritage organizations since it was accomplished through the systematic, banal operation of a bureaucratic 
state intent on rewriting the past.

The expansive, systematic conduct of heritage erasure in the Holocaust, in Bosnia-Herzegovina, and in present-
day China parallel the case of Nakhchivan, where just short of 100% of Armenian heritage sites were destroyed 
(even if site numbers are far lower than in these other cases). In this province, however, no Armenian remained 
at the time of the campaign of erasure, making the case quite distinct from the destruction of Jewish, Uyghur, 
and Bosniak heritage. Furthermore, the destruction of heritage sites in Nakhchivan took place in the context of 
a frozen conflict. The last of Nakhchivan’s Armenian population fled the region during the First Karabakh war in 
the early 1990s, a conflict that had settled into an uncertain cease-fire by 1994. 

Bombed mosque in Ahmići, Bosnia and Herzegovina, April 1993. Photograph provided courtesy of the ICTY.
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International Responses:
In both the case of Armenian and Uyghur heritage, 
the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) and the International 
Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), the 
major institutions of heritage protection to emerge 
from WWII, have remained silent. But interestingly, 
both UNESCO and ICOMOS have found their voice in 
Ukraine. This is perhaps not entirely surprising since, 
unlike in Nakhchivan or Xinjiang, the war in Ukraine 
is the kind of conflict between sovereign states 
that these 20th century institutions were designed 
for. Both sent missions to Ukraine in July 2022 and 
have provided expertise and resources to help 
monitor attacks and mitigate damage. As of July 18, 
2022, UNESCO’s mission in Ukraine had “confirmed 
damage to over 164 cultural sites (72 religious sites, 
12 museums, 32 historic buildings, 24 buildings 
dedicated to cultural activities, 17 monuments, 7 
libraries).” This assessment was only slightly lower 
than an earlier satellite-based evaluation of cultural 

heritage impacts conducted by the Cultural Heritage 
Monitoring Lab (CHML) & the Smithsonian Cultural 
Rescue Initiative (SCRI). 

In documenting Azerbaijan’s erasure of Armenian 
heritage, we refer our findings to UNESCO with the 
recognition that it has generally been either unable 
or unwilling to call out crimes against heritage 
conducted by certain members. Nevertheless, 
the results of this investigation provide the clear 
evidentiary basis for UNESCO to undertake a fact-
finding mission to Nakhchivan to confirm CHW’s 
assessments and observe sites that could not be 
evaluated through satellite imagery. Such a mission 
would be an important step toward addressing 
recent critiques of UNESCO as beholden to “caviar 
diplomacy”, failing to acknowledge Azerbaijan’s 
role in heritage destruction, honoring members of 
the ruling regime, and allowing the World Heritage 
Committee to hold its annual meeting in Baku in 
2019.

Ukraining cultural heritage sites damaged in the Russian invasion, 2022.  
Top left: St. Michael's Cathedral, Mariupol. Top right: Dimitrievskyi Church, Verhnyotoretske. 

Bottom left: Ascension Church, Lukashivka. Bottom right: St. George's Church, Zavorichi. 
Photos posted oin Twitter by the Ukrainian Ministry of Culture and Information Policy, May 8, 2022.
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We also refer this report to the attention of 
the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ), two institutions 
that have recently taken more assertive roles in 
adjudicating cases of heritage destruction. In June 
of 2021, the ICC issued a Policy on Cultural Heritage 
that asserted broad jurisdiction over crimes against 
cultural heritage, following up on the successful 
2016 prosecution of Ahmad Al-Faqi Al-Mahdi for 
attacks on nine mausolea and a mosque at the 
World Heritage site of Timbuktu in Mali. Al-Mahdi 
was sentenced to nine years in prison for destroying 
cultural heritage. If identified, the perpetrators of 
cultural erasure in Nakhchivan could be similarly 
tried by the ICC. 

The ICJ has also become more active in the area 
of cultural heritage protection. In Provisional 
Measures indicated in 2021 in a case brought by 
Armenia against Azerbaijan under the terms of 
the International Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), the 
ICJ required that Azerbaijan “take all necessary 
measures to prevent and punish acts of vandalism 
and desecration affecting Armenian cultural 
heritage, including but not limited to churches and 
other places of worship, monuments, landmarks, 
cemeteries and artefacts.” CHW’s monitoring 

reports on the cultural heritage of the Nagorno-
Karabakh region were admitted into evidence in 
this continuing case. This Special Report has direct 
bearing upon the continuing arguments in the case. 
It establishes clear empirical evidence of Azerbaijan’s 
systematic, state-sponsored program of cultural 
erasure and therefore the legitimacy of concerns 
that the program carried out in Nakhchivan could 
be brought to bear on Armenian heritage sites now 
under Azerbaijan’s jurisdiction in Karabakh.

The destruction of Nakhchivan’s Armenian 
cultural heritage poses a test for the international 
community and global organizations of heritage 
protection. The destruction has offered new tactics 
for the state-sponsored erasure of any cultural 
heritage that rubs up against nationalist bigotry, 
cultural intolerance, and territorial ambition. 
The clandestine, systematic, total erasure of a 
community’s past has been accomplished without 
a word of condemnation from heritage watchdogs. 
But as this report shows, cultural aerospace offers 
new tools for demanding accountability that are 
increasingly available to academic researchers and 
descendant communities. So stakeholders without 
direct access to heritage sites can be watching too. 

Satellite imagery of cemetery in Timbuktu with three of the historic mauslea damaged in 2012 on the order of Ahmad Al-Faqi Al-Mahdi. 
Left: March 25, 2011, Maxar. Right December 12, 2021, Maxar.
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GEODATABASE DEVELOPMENT

The methods of forensic heritage investigations have developed considerably over the last two 
decades as new tools have recently become available to academic researchers, community 
organizations, and multinational agencies seeking to document abuses of historic resources. 

CHW’s methodology for this investigation consists of two key components: 1) a geodatabase 
of Armenian heritage sites compiled from archival and cartographic sources, and 2) high-
resolution satellite imagery that can allow for condition assessments and aid in dating 
destruction events.

The baseline source of CHW’s database for Nakhchivan is Argam Ayvazyan’s (1986) publication 
The Armenian Monuments of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic: A Comprehensive List. Born in 
Arinj, Nakhchivan, Argam Ayvazyan is a Yerevan-based researcher who spent the late Soviet 
years conducting field surveys in Nakhchivan, against considerable odds (see this interview 
with the intrepid researcher). From 1964 to 1987, Ayvazyan documented 509 cultural heritage 
entities, which his 1986 publication brings together into a comprehensive inventory. Many of 
Ayvazyan’s subsequent publications are also cited in the pages of this report, including the 
English translation of his work, The Historical Monuments of Nakhichevan (1990, Wayne State 
University Press).

From this dataset of 509 entities, we excluded certain sites such as historic bridges, fountains, 
and fortresses because we deemed them at low risk of destruction and/or because they would 
be difficult to discern on 20th century satellite imagery due to the limits of the technology’s 
spatial resolution. We also excluded monuments that Ayvazyan (1986) noted were already 
completely ruined or destroyed by the time of his fieldwork.

The result is a dataset composed of 159 Armenian cultural heritage sites in Nakhchivan. This 
figure includes 29 monasteries, 40 churches, and 8 chapels that, to greater or lesser degree, 
retained their physical integrity. The dataset also includes 82 cemeteries that contained tens, 
hundreds, and in one case (N.307) thousands of tombstones, funerary scultures, and khachkars 
whose total numbers are in the tens of thousands according to Magahkyan and Pickman. Taken 
together, these sites testify to centuries of Armenian communal life in the region. All 159 sites in 
the CHW dataset were either well-preserved or at least partially standing in the 1980s.

Results of geodatabase development. 
© Caucasus Heritage Watch 2022
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Geolocation: Once the sample of 159 sites was defined, CHW analyst Dr. Husik Ghulyan 
undertook the daunting task of transforming Ayvazyan’s inventory into a structured 
geodatabase. This required geolocating each site with exacting precision. Official state lists of 
heritage sites in Nakhchivan include no Armenian heritage sites. In order to geolocate the 159 
sites in our database, Dr. Ghulyan used four main sources: scholarly publications, topographic 
maps, photographs, and satellite images.

Scholarly publications: 
The starting point for geolocation was the narrative descriptions of the 
historic sites of Nakhchivan that historian Argam Ayvazyan provided in 
his publications. Ayvazyan’s works describe the location of monuments 
(e.g., their location in a town, or their distance from a nearby village) as 
well as their topographic settings (e.g., on the slope of a hill, in a valley), 
and other orienting details that aided in geolocation.

Photographic sources:
In a few cases, we turned to the photographic archive, predominantly 
Argam Ayvazyan’s photographs, to assist with geolocation. Orienting 
landscape features captured in the images allowed us to precisely locate 
several sites.

Topographic sources: 
Using Ayvazyan’s descriptive locational information, Ghulyan worked to 
identify the entities across a wide corpus of Russian imperial and Soviet 
topographic maps, on which monasteries, churches, and cemeteries are 
marked with distinctive symbols (and sometimes are defined explicitly 
as Armenian). CHW’s research drew on the following topographic 
resources:  

• 1:42,000 (1 verst) scale topographic maps of the 1930-40s which 
cover the entire west and north-west of Nakhchivan. These maps 
were first published in 1880 by military topographers of the Russian 
Empire, and were reprinted by military topographers of the Red 
Army in the 1930-40s after a new survey;

• 1:50,000 and 1:100,000 (first edition) scale maps of the 1930-40s 
covering the entire south of Nakhchivan;

• 1:25,000 scale maps of the 1950s cover the entire narrow belt of the 
region that borders the territory of Armenia; 

• 1:50,000 scale maps of the 1970s cover the entire area of interest;
• 1:10,000 scale map from 1990 covers the city of Nakhchivan and its 

suburbs;
• 1:210,000 scale (5 verst) topographic maps covering the region, 

initially produced during the late 19th century and reprinted in the 
1920-30s;

• 1:50,000 scale maps of the 1970s, which were useful for 
georeferencing the topographic maps of the 1930s-40s to ensure a 
perfect overlay across all cartographic sources in our GIS.
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Satellite imagery: 
Topographic maps permitted approximate geolocation, but in order to establish high precision 
coordinates, it was necessary to secure baseline visual confirmation of the cultural heritage 
sites on satellite imagery from the Soviet period, when the monuments were still extant. 
We turned to declassified imagery captured by the KH-9 Hexagon platform, a photographic 
reconnaissance satellite launched by the U.S. National Reconnaissance Office between 1971 
and 1986. The ground resolution of the Hexagon high resolution cameras was 2-4 feet (0.6-
1.2m). The KH-9 archive was declassified in September 2011, making a vast trove of spatial 
imagery available to researchers, including a large corpus of materials documenting the 
territory of the former Soviet Union in its final decades. It is available to the public through the 
USGS’s EarthExplorer site. 

Surprisingly, the Hexagon imagery coverage for 
Nakhchivan is not as abundant as one might 
expect from this section of the “Iron Curtain”, 
at the edge of the U.S.S.R. Missions in 1973 
and 1980 provide the bulk of the imagery that 
CHW used to geolocate and assess the state 
of monuments, with additional missions from 
1977, 1978, and 1982 providing supplementary 
data on a few sites, mostly along the border 
with Iran. We georeferenced Hexagon 
photographs in ArcGIS using ESRI’s satellite base 
layer imagery.

The resolution of the Hexagon imagery is more than 
adequate for discerning large built structures, such as 
monasteries and churches. But cemeteries proved more 
difficult for our baseline assessments. Since the Hexagon 
imagery used in our investigation has a resolution of 0.6-
1.2m, features less than 1.5m or so wide can sometimes 
be difficult to discern. Cemeteries thus pose a challenge to 
satellite investigations since an individual tombstone might 
provide a lateral extent well under a meter. Also, in many 
of the older cemeteries, tombstones were partially buried 
or covered with overgrowth. However, relatively large fields 
of burial monuments are discernible in satellite imagery, 
as they produce patterns of light and shadow that result in 
a stippling effect on the terrain or, in some cases, a jagged 
effect very distinct from the surrounding ground cover. In 
all cases, we joined our observation of cemeteries in the 
Hexagon imagery with clear attestations of their location 
and extent from both Soviet era topographic maps and 
Ayvazyan’s (1986) documentation.

In cases where sites could not be confidently located with 
precision on the map and/or archival satellite resources, 
we designated them as “unlocatable”. We assessed 32 of 
the 159 entities in our dataset (20%) as unlocatable. If any 
of them come to be located following completion of this 
report, we will update our results.

Amenaprkich Monastery of Shahkert (Ghazanchi) (N.293) 
in a 1973 KH-9 Hexagon satellite image (USGS).

The Cemetery of Tsghna (N.103) in a 1973 KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite image (USGS).
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In order to assess the current condition of sites and establish an approximate date of 
destruction, we turned to commercial satellite imagery providers. Satellite imagery for the 
period 1991-2000, the era of the collapse of the U.S.S.R. and the First Nagorno-Karabakh war 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan, if it exists, is not publicly available at this time (it is possible 
that future declassifications of US reconnaissance data will help fill in this currently missing 
decade). Coverage begins after 2000, but remains spotty until approximately 2016, when the 
number of commercial satellites grew and, along with it, the regularity of image acquisition 
globally.  

Two satellite platforms proved most significant to this project: 
• The IKONOS satellite, initially developed by Lockheed, launched in 1999 and provided 

panchromatic images with resolutions of 0.82-1.0m. The IKONOS platform provided the 
earliest images of destroyed heritage sites in the region (from 2000 and 2001). 

• In 2001, DigitalGlobe launched the Quickbird-2 imaging satellite, which offered 0.61m 
panchromatic and 2.4m multispectral resolution. The platform provided this analysis with 
coverage of areas of Nakhchivan from 2004 through 2009.

In addition, supplementary data from more recent satellites, including GeoEye-2 and 
WorldView-1 and 2 (all three operated by what is today Maxar Technologies) proved useful in 
detailing instances where sites were reused after destruction.

CHW’s assessments of site condition are based on direct visual comparisons between the 
condition of sites as visible in the Hexagon photographs and the more recent IKONOS, 
QuickBird-2, and later imagery. For built monuments like monasteries and churches, 
assessments are usually straightforward cases of presence and absence. The IKONOS and 
QuickBird platforms provided imagery with sub-meter resolution, greatly enhancing our ability 
to discriminate features in the landscape (over the Hexagon). In many cases, where heritage 
sites had been destroyed, we observed the remnants of destruction activity, including earthen 
berms, debris piles, remnant foundations, and earth scoured by bulldozers leaving clear scars 
and disrupted vegetation. In some cases, our images show destruction in process, with walls 
and roofs destroyed but foundations still to be removed. As with built structures, a destroyed 
cemetery often bears the visible hallmarks of a disrupted surface, including bulldozer scarring 
and localized vegetation disruption. 

In many cases, satellite imagery captured sites in the process of being destroyed. In some, 
demolition was still underway, with foundations exposed and walls razed. In others, debris 
remained on site, yet to be cleared away or subsumed to vegetation. The observation of the 
signs of recent destruction is key to our analysis of the timing of Azerbaijan’s program of 
Armenian heritage erasure. 

In 17 cases (11%), we could not definitively assess the current condition of a site. These sites 
were designated as "indeterminate". It is hoped that the magnitude of the evidence provided 
here will spur additional efforts to organize unrestricted fact-finding missions that can provide 
an on-the-ground assessment of the condition of these sites.
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ANALYSIS

This Special Report on the destruction of the Armenian heritage of Nakhchivan is the first of CHW’s historical 
investigations. We have prioritized its release because of the unprecedented nature of the cultural erasure 
undertaken by Azerbaijani authorities and the immediate relevance of these findings to ongoing proceedings in 
the International Court of Justice in Armenia v. Azerbaijan, which bear directly upon the treatment of Armenian 
heritage sites in Azerbaijan. 

Aghdam Mosque. Photo credit Vahemart, licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license.

Most of this analysis is complete and we can provide here a brief preview of our preliminary findings in order to 
anticipate the social media cycles seeking to create moral parity between Azerbaijani and Armenian treatment 
of one another’s heritage. As our report of September 2021 details, we have geolocated 80% of the Azerbaijani 
sites by cross-referencing a wide range of regional archival and visual sources. 

Unlike in Nakhchivan, our findings show no evidence of a coordinated, systematic program of cultural erasure 
in Nagorno-Karabakh during 30 years of Armenian control. They do indicate a clear failure of stewardship on 
the part of Armenian authorities in Nagorno-Karabakh. The Azerbaijani heritage of the region has suffered 
losses due to vandalism, desecration, the stripping of materials, and in some cases outright destruction, even 
if in many areas monuments have been left fully intact. At this time, it is impossible to identify the locus of 
responsibility for the damage inflicted, but it is likely diffuse, involving a combination of lone actors motivated by 
subsistence needs, as well as groups with more organized economic and political interests. What the evidence 
from Nagorno-Karabakh does not indicate is any effort to expunge the very memory of Islamic and Azerbaijani 
cultural life in the region. Indeed, judging by what we see from the satellites, restoration will be possible in a 
great many cases of damaged Azerbaijani sites, while not a single Armenian monument in Nakhchivan can 
ever be restored. They have been entirely wiped out, obliterated in a senseless coordinated assault. In short, 
the cases of Armenian heritage in Nakhchivan and Azerbaijani heritage in Nagorno-Karabakh are simply 
incommensurable. The evidence provides no support for moral equivalency. Instead, it invites honest, ethical, 
and explicit language concerning the significant differences between the fates of Armenian and Azerbaijani 
cultural heritage caught in the crosshairs of the excruciating Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. 

At the same time, Armenians and Azerbaijanis alike have endured the pain of cultural heritage desecration and 
loss. Strife has transformed their historic houses of worship and their ancestral memorials into casualities of 
political contestation. Only through truth-telling can there be accountability for this desecration and loss, and 
only through accountability can Armenians and Azerbaijanis begin to acknowledge and honor the historic and 
sacred landscapes of their neighbor, in all their architectural and artistic grace.

Our second Special Report will focus on the 
treatment of Azerbaijani heritage sites in Nagorno-
Karabakh while under Armenian administration. By 
Azerbaijani heritage we mean mosques, mausolea, 
and historic cemeteries created and used by 
Turko-Iranian populations before what Harun 
Yilmaz (2013) describes as the coalescence of an 
Azerbaijani national identity, and which Azerbaijan 
today stewards as part of their patrimony. In the 
aftermath of the Second Nagorno-Karabakh war 
in 2020, social media was filled with claims and 
counter claims regarding heritage abuse by both 
parties. Having documented Azerbaijan’s total 
program of cultural erasure in Nakhchivan, we 
will provide a fully detailed assessment of the 
treatment of Azerbaijani heritage sites by the 
unrecognized Republic of Artsakh.

ONGOING HISTORICAL RESEARCH
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St. Stepanos Church of Agulis
St. Tovma Monastery of Agulis
St. Kristapor Church of Agulis
City Cemetery of Agulis
St. Shmavon Church of Agulis
St. Hovhannes-Mkrtich Church of Agulis
Bek Cemetery of Agulis
St. Hakob-Hayrapet Church of Agulis
Mets Astvatsatsin Monastery of Agulis
Cemetery of Mets Astvatsatsin monastery of 
Agulis
St. Nshan or Amarayin Church of Agulis
St. Stepanos or St. Yerrordutyun Church of 
Agulis
Cemetery of St. Stepanos and St. Nshan 
Churches of Agulis
St. Stepanos Church of Ordubad
St. Khach Monastery of Trunis (Nunis)
Church of Kaghakik (St. Stepanos Church)
St. Astvatsatsin Church of Tanakert
St. Hovhannes Church of Berdak
St. Gevorg Church of Disar (Deghsar)
St. Astvatsatsin Church of Ramis
Cemetery of St. Astvatsatsin Church of Ramis
Cemetery of Ramis
St. Astvatsatsin Monastery of Tsghna
Cemetery of St. Astvatsatsin Monastery of 
Tsghna
Cemetery of Tsghna
St. Sargis Church of Tsghna
St. Stepanos Monastery of Mtsgun

St. Targmanchats Monastery of Norakert
St. Gr. Lusavorich or Mesrop Mashtots 
Monastery of Mesropavan
Cemetery of Mesropavan
St. Stepanos Church of Voghohi
Cemetery of Voghohi
St. Nshan or Kopatap Monastery of Bist
Cemetery of St. Nshan or Kopatap Monastery of 
Bist
St. Astvatsatsin Monastery of Bist
New Cemetery of Bist
Church of Shrju
St. Stepanos Monastery of Navush
St. Shmavon Church of Paraka
St. Hakob-Hayrapet Monastery of Paraka
Cemetery of Paraka
Church of Verin Aza
Cemeteries of Verin Aza
St. Astvatsatsin Church of Der
Amenaprkich Monastery of Shahkert 
(Ghazanchi)
Old Cemetery of Shahkert
St. Gevorg Monastery of Yernjak
St. Astvatsatsin Monastery of Norashen
Cemetery of Norashen
Cemetery of Verin Ankuzik/Anzur
Church of Mijin Ankuzik/Anzur
Church of Nerkin Ankuzik/Anzur
St. Gevorg Church of Nor Poradasht
Cemetery of Nor Poradasht
Church of Hin Poradasht

STORYMAP LINKS
The list below provides a complete inventory of the 108 cultural heritage sites assessed as destroyed 
by CHW based on satellite imagery. Each site name links to the online ArcGIS Storymap for that mon-
astery, church, chapel, or cemetery. All of the Storymaps have also been organized into the online 
version of this report which allows you to explore sites by type and by location.
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St. Stepanos Monastery of Hin Poradasht
Cemetery of St. Stepanos Monastery of Hin 
Poradasht
St. Grigor Church of Gagh
St. Hakob-Hayrapet Church of Shorot
Main Cemetery of Shorot
St. Astvatsatsin or Kusakan Monastery of Shorot 
Cemetery of St. Astvatsatsin or Kusakan 
Monastery of Shorot
St. Gr. Lusavorich Monastery of Shorot
St. Stepanos Monastery of Shorot
St. Astvatsatsin or Kusaber Monastery of Kirna
St. Karapet Monastery of Abrakunis
Cemeteries of St. Karapet Monastery of 
Abrakunis
Cemetery of Old Jugha
Amenaprkich Monastery of Old Jugha
Cemetery of Amenaprkich Monastery of Old 
Jugha
St. Astvatsatsin Monastery of Old Jugha (Julfa)
Pomploz Church of Old Jugha (Julfa)
Cemetery of Pomploz Church of Old Jugha (Julfa)
St. Gevorg Church of Jugha (Julfa) Village
Cemetery of Jugha (Julfa) Village
St. Stepanos or Karmir Monastery of Astapat
St. Gevorg Church of Nakhichevan
New Armenian Cemetery of Nakhchivan
St. Astvatsatsin Church of Aliapat
St. Hripsime Church of Kyul-Tapa
Cemetery of Leninapat

St. Tovma Monastery of Aznaberd
St. Grigor Church of Aznaberd
St. Hovhannes Church of Aznaberd
St. Hakob Chapel Of Aznaberd
Cemetery of Aznaberd
St. Hovhannes Church of Tambat
Cemetery of Vasakakert
St. Hovhannes Church of Chahuk (Jahri)
St. Khach or Kamu Khach Monastery of Shamen 
(Shadan)
St. Astvatsatsin Monastery of Otsop
Cemetery of St. Astvatsatsin Monastery of Otsop
"Zham" Church of Otsop
Cemetery of Otsop
Cemetery of Shahapunik
St. Grigor Church of Kyolk (Kyulus)
St. Khach Monastery of Agarak
Cemetery of Babonk
St. Yerrordutyun Church of Nors
Old Cemetery of Nors
Cemetery of Nerkin Tagh of Arinj
Cemetery of Verin Tagh of Arinj
St. Nshan or Hazarabyurats Monastery of Kuki
Cemetery of St. Nshan or Hazarabyurats 
Monastery of Kuki
St. Astvatsatsin Church of Kzhadzor
Cemetery of Kzhadzor
St. Grigor Church of Gomer (Gyomur)
Cemetery of Gomer



SITE INVENTORY

Map of destroyed Armenian heritage 
sites in central Nakhchivan
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SITE INVENTORY

Map of destroyed Armenian heritage 
sites in southeast Nakhchivan
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. STEPANOS CHURCH OF AGULIS Site N.009
38.96681860N / 45.98456330E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
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Perched on the side of a hill in the town of 
Agulis, St. Stepanos Church was still stand-
ing when historian Argam Ayvazyan (1984: 
24, 33; 1986: 21-22; 1990: 20-21) surveyed 
the site during his fieldwork in Nakhchivan 
(1964-1987). The domed basilica had three 
apses facing a main hall, and under the 
apses were vestries that could be accessed 
from their bemas. The cupola rested on 
four cruciform pillars. There were Arme-
nian inscriptions on the southern facade, 
and decorative sculptures around the en-
trances and windows. The church had been 
destroyed by February 3, 2000, when the 
IKONOS satellite captured an image of the 
now vacant plot (at right, bottom).

St. Stepanos Church was situated on the slope 
of a hill in the northwestern Verin Get district 
of Agulis (Ayvazyan 1984: 24, 33).  The church's 
location is marked on 1:50K scale Soviet topo-
graphic maps of 1936 and 1977 (see Timeline). 
CHW confirmed the church's precise location 
using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 
12, 1982 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction
The church was likely first built in the 12th or 13th century. The church was subse-
quently rebuilt in the 17th and early 20th century (Research on Armenian Architec-
ture 2012; Ayvazyan 1986: 21; 1990: 20-21). 

1936

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1936 (Uprav-
lenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-38-
44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000).

1977
The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1977 (Gener-
alnyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000.)

1982 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (DSC1217-200631A018) 
dated July 12, 1982 (previous page, top).

2000 As seen in the IKONOS satellite image (previous page, bottom) the church was de-
stroyed by February 3, 2000 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2012 Research on Armenian Architecture publishes the destruction of the church using 
Google Earth imagery (Research on Armenian Architecture 2012: 33).



IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

2021 The destruction of St. Stepanos is reported in Simon Maghakyan's special investi-
gation in The Art Newspaper, using satellite imagery provided by CHW.
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. TOVMA MONASTERY OF AGULIS Site N.010
38.96301500N / 45.98236690E

St. Tovma (St. Thomas) Monastery was one of 
the most important religious centers in medieval 
Armenia. The exquisite architectural complex 
was still in relatively good condition when his-
torian Argam Ayvazyan documented it between 
1964-1987. There were Armenian inscriptions on 
the perimeter of the dome, but the frescoes on 
the church (added in 1686) were largely decayed 
(Ayvazyan 1990: 16; Ayvazyan 1984: 2). The main 
church was a domed basilica with a spacious 
nave, two aisles, and a seven-sided apse with 
vestries on either side (see plan in the image 
gallery below). Four cruciform pillars supported 
a cupola with twelve windows. Bell towers dec-
orated with ornamentation, reliefs, and Arme-
nian inscriptions could be found at the western, 
northern, and southern doorways. Wall paintings 
by a well-known painter and poet adorned the 
interior.

St. Tovma is seen intact in KH-9 Hexagon satellite 
images from 1973 (right, top) and 1982. Large 
structures in the monastery complex were in 
the process of being dismantled on February 
25, 2000 when the IKONOS satellite satellite 
image at right (bottom) was captured. A few of 
the monastery's outer buildings were still extant 
when this image was captured, however, the cen-
tral church had been razed. The erasure of the 
monastery had been completed by June 28, 2009 
(see QuickBird-2 image below, top). On May 15, 
2014, a mosque opened in its place. The reuse of 
this monastery has been verified by WorldView-2 
imagery dated September 6, 2021 (see below, 
bottom).

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION
St. Tovma Monastery is marked on nearly all Soviet-era maps (see Timeline). Its precise location was 
confirmed by KH-9 Hexagon and modern satellite imagery.
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TIMELINE

Construction

St. Tovma is mentioned in written sources since the beginning of the 14th centu-
ry (Ayvazyan 1990: 16)  A 1694 Armenian inscription on the lintel of the western 
doorway attested to the rebuilding of the monastery in the 17th century (various 
texts attest to renovations between 1633 and 1636). The inscription also recounts 
the legend that St. Tovma was founded by the Apostle Bartholomew in the 1st 
century A.D. and rebuilt in the 4th century by Gregory the Illuminator (Ayvazyan 
1984: 2).

1680s

Frescoes by the prominent Armenian 
poet and painter, Naghash Hovnatan, 
were added to the dome, pillars, and 
under the arch of the western entrance 
(Basmajian et al. 2000: 867-872). Hov-
natan studied at St. Tovma Monastery 
before living in Tbilisi and Yerevan, 
and eventually painting the interior of 
Etchmiadzin Cathedral in 1710 (UNES-
CO World Heritage List: Cathedral and 
Churches of Echmiatsin and the Archae-
ological Site of Zvartnots).

1936

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet map of 1936 (Upravlenie 
voennykh topografov RKKA, J-38-44-B 
(Dasta), 1:50,000, 1936).
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1977
The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet map of 1977 (Generalnyi 
shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000, 1977).

2000
Large structures in the monastery complex were in the process of being disman-
tled in February 25, 2000, when an IKONOS satellite image (above) was taken (Max-
ar Technologies & East View Geospatial). 

2009
The erasure of the monastery was complete by June 28, 2009, when the vacant site 
was captured in the QuickBird-2 image above (Maxar Technologies & East View 
Geospatial). 

2012 Research on Armenian Architecture (2012: 33) publishes the destruction of the 
monastery using Google Earth satellite imagery.

2014
In May 2014, a mosque opened on the 
plot where St. Tovma Monastery once 
stood.

2021

The new mosque is visible in the September 6, 2021, WorldView-2 satellite image 
above (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

The destruction of St. Tovma is reported in an investigative feature written by 
Simon Maghakyan and published in The Art Newspaper. The article used satellite 
images provided by CHW.

SITE INVENTORY



IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. KRISTAPOR CHURCH OF AGULIS Site N.016
38.95735908N / 45.98081794E

DESTRUCTION

The domed structure of St. Kristapor 
was in good condition when historian 
Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 24-25; 1990: 
18) documented it during his fieldwork 
in Nakhchivan (1964-1987). Above the 
western door, a relief depicted a crowned 
Mary with Jesus in her lap. Carved reliefs 
adorned the arches of the other two door-
ways of the church. Armenian inscriptions 
could be found on the western, southern, 
and northern facades. As is visible in the 
IKONOS satellite image (at right, bottom), 
the church was destroyed by February 3, 
2000. The graded surface and presence of 
berms indicate recent large-scale earth-
moving at the site.

GEOLOCATION

St. Kristapor Church was located on the 
slope of Gindar hill in the central district 
of Agulis (Ayvazyan 1990: 18; Ayvazyan 
1984: 24). Its location is marked on 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic maps of 1936 
and 1977. CHW confirmed the church's 
precise location using KH-9 Hexagon sat-
ellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, 
top) and July 12, 1982.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

The earliest evidence attesting to this church's presence comes from 15th century 
manuscripts. According to Armenian inscriptions on the church, St. Kristapor was 
subsequently rebuilt between 1671 and 1675 (Ayvazyan 1984: 24; 1986: 24-25; 
1990: 18).

1936

St. Kristapor is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1936 
(Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, 
J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000, 1936). 

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (previ-
ous page, top; KH-9 Hexagon, D3C1206-100170F021).

1977
The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1977 (Gener-
alnyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000).
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1982

The church is again visible on KH-9 Hexa-
gon satellite imagery (at right) dated 
July 12, 1982 (KH-9 Hexagon, DSC1217-
200631A018).

2000

S. Kristapor was destroyed by February 3, 2000 (previous page, bottom). The 
church building has been razed, and the graded surface and presence of berms 
suggest recent earthmoving (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial, February 
3, 2000).

2021
The destruction of St. Kristapor is reported in an investigative feature written by 
Simon Maghakyan and published in The Art Newspaper. The article used satellite 
images provided by CHW.

IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CITY CEMETERY OF AGULIS Site N.021
38.95694214N / 45.97731511E

The City Cemetery of Agulis contained 
450-460 tombstones, of which approxi-
mately 120 bore Armenian inscriptions 
when historian Argam Ayvazyan surveyed 
the site between 1964-1987. The inscrip-
tions on many tombstones were effaced 
or eroded, and some of the tombstones 
were broken or disturbed (Ayvazyan 
1986: 26). In the 1980s, a number of 
tombstones were used as construction 
materials for a road that cut through 
the cemetery (Ayvazyan 1984: 103). The 
cemetery was destroyed by February 3, 
2000 when an IKONOS satellite image (at 
right, bottom) shows several buildings 
built atop the site. Visible berms in the 
northern area of the former cemetery and 
a smoothly graded surface suggest con-
struction had been recent.

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION

Situated on high ground, the cemetery 
was located northeast of the former 
market of Agulis (Ayvazyan 1986: 26).  The 
cemetery's location is marked on Soviet 
topographic maps of 1936 (1:50K scale), 
1941 (1:100K scale), and 1977 (1:50K 
scale). Comparison of the maps from 
1936 and 1977 shows a considerable re-
duction in the size of the cemetery as well 
as its bisection by a road. The location of 
the cemetery is further confirmed by one 
photograph of St. Kristapor Church taken 
from this cemetery. The cemetery is visi-
ble on the KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery 
from 1982 (at right, top), especially in the 
southern portion, where irregular blocks 
match the rectangular tomb markers visi-
ble in the photograph.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Use 13th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 26).

1936

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1936 
(Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, 
J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000, 1936).

1941

The cemetery is marked on the 1:100K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1941 
(Generalnyi shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 
(Julfa), 1941).

1977

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1977 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 
1:50,000, 1977). 



IMAGE GALLERY

1982 The cemetery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (see above, top image) 
dated July 12, 1982 (KH-9 Hexagon, DSC1217-200631A018). 

2000 By February 3, 2000, the cemetery had been destroyed (see above, bottom image; 
Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial) and new buildings erected on the site. 

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. SHMAVON CHURCH OF AGULIS Site N.026
38.95257330N/ 45.97937714E

DESTRUCTION 
St. Shmavon Church was in ruins when historian 
Argam Ayvazyan surveyed it during his fieldwork 
(1964-1987), although it had been standing in 
the 1920s. At the time of his visit in the 1980s, 
only two pillars, the apse, and a segment of the 
northern wall remained. An earlier source de-
scribes interior paintings on the arches and the 
drum of the dome that depicted plant motifs 
and images of four angels with spread wings. Ar-
menian inscriptions could be found on the west-
ern and southern façades. The church is known 
to have included a scriptorium, and a few of the 
manuscripts copied there still survive (Ayvazyan 
1986: 27; 1990: 19-20).

The remains of St. Shmavon church were in 
the process of being destroyed on February 25, 
2000, when the IKONOS satellite captured an 
image of the area (at right, bottom). As of 2009, 
only the foundations of the original structure 
survive (see QuickBird-2 satellite image below).

GEOLOCATION
St. Shmavon Church was located on the 
right bank of the Agulis River, approximate-
ly 400-600m southwest of St. Kristapor 
Church (N.016) (Ayvazyan 1990: 19-20; 
Ayvazyan 1986: 27; Ayvazyan 1984: 24). The 
church's location is marked on 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic maps of 1936 and 1941 
(see Timeline). By the 1980s, the church 
was largely in ruins, which likely explains its 
absence from the 1:50K topographic map 
of 1977. CHW confirmed the church's pre-
cise location using KH-9 Hexagon satellite 
imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction The church was rebuilt in the 17th century. A manuscript dated to 1638 is known 
to have been copied here (Ayvazyan 1986: 27; 1990: 19-20).

1936

St. Shmavon is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1936 
(Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, 
J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000).
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1941
The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1941 (Gener-
alnyi shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 (Julfa)).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 29, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170F021).

2000
As can be seen in the IKONOS satellite image above (bottom), St. Shmavon's re-
maining architecture had been removed by February 25, 2000. Only the founda-
tions are visible in the satellite image (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2009 Traces of the church's foundations are clearly visible in the Quick Bird-2 satellite 
image at left from June 28, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2012 Research on Armenian Architecture (2012: 33) published the destruction of the 
church using Google Earth satellite imagery.

IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. HOVHANNES-MKRTICH 
CHURCH OF AGULIS

Site N.029
38.94834397N / 45.97804009E

St. Hovhannes-Mkrtich Church of Agulis was partially ruined in the late Soviet period. The church 
had a polygonal apse and two-storied vestries on either side (see plan). An eight-windowed dome 
rested atop four octagonal pillars (Ayvazyan 1986: 28; Ayvazyan 1990: 20). 

Approximately 150 tombstones once existed along the northern and eastern sides of the church, 
within the perimeter wall. Beginning in the 1940s, the tombstones were gradually disturbed and 
broken. At the time of his visit, Ayvazyan noted that some of the inscribed 18th-20th century tomb-
stones were stacked in a pile in front of the refectory. He also noted that the 1663 renovation of the 
church and its enclosure wall disturbed some of the earlier tombstones (Ayvazyan 1986: 28).

The church was destroyed by February 3, 2000 as seen in the IKONOS satellite image at right (bot-
tom). The outer enclosure wall is still visible but the church inside has been razed and the site is 
occupied by a pile of debris, indicating recent large-scale earthmoving.

DESTRUCTION

St. Hovhannes-Mkrtich Chuch was located in the lower district of Agulis, approximately 400-500m 
southwest of St. Shmavon Church (N.026) (Ayvazyan 1986: 28). The church's location is marked on 
the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map of 1977 (see timeline). CHW confirmed the church's precise 
location using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, top).

GEOLOCATION
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction Renovated in 1663, according to literary sources and an Armenian inscription at 
the base of the cupola (Ayvazyan 1990: 20).

1977

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1977 (Gener-
alnyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000, 
1977).

1982 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (DSC1217-200631A018) 
dated July 12, 1982 (previous page, top).

2000

The church was destroyed by February 3, 2000 as seen in an IKONOS satellite 
image (previous page, bottom; Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). The 
outer enclosure wall is still visible but the church inside has been razed and the 
site is covered by a debris pile suggesting recent large-scale earthmoving.

2012 The destruction of the church is published by Research on Armenian Architecture 
(2012: 32) using a Google Earth satellite image of the vacant plot.

2021
The destruction of St. Hovhannes-Mkrtich is reported in an investigative feature 
written by Simon Maghakyan and published in The Art Newspaper. The article used 
satellite images provided by CHW.



IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

BEK CEMETERY OF AGULIS Site N.033
38.94201123N / 45.98056476E

Before its recent destruction, the Bek 
Cemetery of Agulis contained approxi-
mately 600 tombstones, many of which 
were partially buried by the late Soviet 
years (Ayvazyan 1986: 29). While many 
of the tombstones were not in their 
original positions and their inscriptions 
were eroded, historian Argam Ayvazyan 
identified approximately 360 tombstones 
with legible Armenian inscriptions when 
he surveyed the site between 1964-1987 
(Ayvazyan 1984: 121-164).

The area of the cemetery is visible in a 
1982 KH-9 Hexagon image as a mottled, 
heterogeneous surface typical of terrain 
with stone tomb markers (at right, top). 
By June 28, 2009 (image at right, bottom), 
the cemetery had been destroyed and 
the entire area had been graded. Deep 
furrows cross the former cemetery in a 
southwest to northeast direction indicat-
ing extensive earthmoving.

DESTRUCTION
The Bek Cemetery was located south of St. 
Hovhannes-Mkrtich Church in Agulis (Ayva-
zyan 1984: 121-164). The cemetery's loca-
tion is marked on Soviet topographic maps 
of 1936 (1:50K scale), 1941 (1:100K scale), 
and 1977 (1:50K scale). On older maps it is 
marked as a Christian cemetery. The cem-
etery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite 
imagery of July 12, 1982 (at right, top), as a 
mottled surface distinct from its surround-
ings.

GEOLOCATION
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Use 17th to 19th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 29).

1936

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1936 
(Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, 
J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000, 1936).

1941

The cemetery is marked on the 1:100K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1941 
(Generalnyi shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 
(Julfa), 1941).

1977

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1977 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 
1:50,000, 1977).



1982 The cemetery's location is marked on the KH-9 Hexagon satellite image (DSC1217-
200631A018) dated July 12, 1982 (above, top).

2009
The cemetery was destroyed by June 28, 2009 when the area is visible in a Quick-
Bird image (above, bottom) as a graded terrace with deep furrows running south-
west to northeast (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). 

IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. HAKOB-HAYRAPET CHURCH OF AGULIS Site N.034
38.94962728N / 45.98026047E

DESTRUCTION & REUSE GEOLOCATION
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St. Hakob-Hayrapet Church was located atop 
"Pokr sar" hill in the lower district of Agulis, 
approximately 240m northeast of St. Hov-
hannes-Mkrtich (N.029) (Ayvazyan 1986: 29: 
Ayvazyan 1984: 24).  The church's location is 
marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic 
map of 1977 (see Timeline). CHW confirmed the 
church's precise location using KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery dated dated July 29, 1973 and 
July 12, 1982 (at right, top).

St. Hakob-Hayrapet Church, with its 
unique combination of stone and brick 
masonry, preserved very well over the 
centuries (Ayvazyan 1984: 24; 1986: 29; 
1990: 22). The church had a domed hall 
with a single-chamber nave and a two-sto-
ried rectangular apse (see Image Gallery). 
Armenian inscriptions adorned the bottom 
of the dome and the western facade. 

As seen in the IKONOS satellite image at 
right (bottom), St. Hakob-Hayrapet was 
destroyed by February 3, 2000. The lack of 
vegetation, and signs of berms and debris 
piles suggest recent earthmoving activity. 
By September 6, 2021, a garden and what 
appears to be a pool occupied the former 
church site.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

Founded in the 11th or 12th century and renovated in the 17th century. According 
to an Armenian inscription on the perimeter of the cupola, the church was reno-
vated again within a six month period in 1901 (Ayvazyan 1984: 24; 1986: 29; 1990: 
22; Research on Armenian Architecture 2012).

1977

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1977 (Gener-
alnyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000, 
1977).



1982 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top; DSC1217-
200631A01) dated July 12, 1982. 

2000
The church was destroyed by February 3, 2000, as seen in the IKONOS satellite 
above (bottom; Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). Signs of recent earth-
moving are visible.

2012 Research on Armenian Architecture (2012: 33) published the destruction of the 
church using Google Earth satellite imagery.

2021

The destruction of St. Hakob-Hayrapet is reported in June in Simon 
Maghakyan's  special investigation in The Art Newspaper, using satellite imagery 
provided by CHW.

As can be seen in the September 6, 2021 WorldView-2 satellite image at left (Maxar 
Technologies & ESRI), a garden and possibly a pool have been constructed at the 
former church site.

IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

METS ASTVATSATSIN MONASTERY 
OF AGULIS

Site N.035
38.95530483N / 45.99148653E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

Enclosed by a high outer wall, the Mets Astavatsatsin Monastery was a complex of buildings perched 
on a hillside with a sweeping view of the plain of Agulis. Most of the complex was in ruins when his-
torian Argam Ayvazyan documented the site between 1964-1987. According to Ayvazyan, at the time 
of his visit to the monastery, the main church building still stood, although in a dilapidated condition 
(see plan; Ayvazyan 1990: 22-23). 

Intact in the 1982 KH-9 Hexagon image at right (top), the monastery had been largely demolished by 
February 25, 2000 (at right, below). The 2000 IKONOS image shows only one area of the complex in 
the north still standing, suggesting destruction of the site was in process at the time of the image. By 
June 28, 2009, a QuickBird image (below) shows that the erasure of the monastery had been complet-
ed. Only berms and debris piles testify to the site's history and to its destruction.

Mets Astvatsatsin Monastery was located on the slope of a hill, approximately 1.5km east of Verin 
Agulis (Ayvazyan 1990: 22-23; Ayvazyan 1986: 30; Ayvazyan 1984: 24, 45). The complex is marked 
on 1:50K scale Soviet topographic maps of 1936, 1941, and 1977 (see Timeline). CHW confirmed the 
church's precise location using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 and July 12, 1982 
(right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

According to local legend, the monastery was founded by Thaddeus the Apostle in 
the 1st century. The complex was rebuilt three times: first, between the 12th and 13th 
centuries, followed by the the 17th century, and finally in the 18th century (Ayvazyan 
1986: 30).

1936

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1936 (Uprav-
lenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-38-
44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000, 1936).



1941

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1941 (Gener-
alnyi shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 (Julfa), 
1941).

1973

The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (KH-
9 Hexagon, D3C1206-100170F021, July 
29, 1973).

1977

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1977 (Gener-
alnyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000, 
1977).
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SITE INVENTORY

1982 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (DSC1217-200631A018) 
dated July 12, 1982 (above).

2000
The church was partially destroyed by February 25, 2000. In the QuickBird-2 image 
of the area (above; Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial), the monastery 
site was criss-corssed by earth berms and debris piles from bulldozing.

2009
As can be seen in the QuickBird satellite image on the previous page (Maxar Tech-
nologies & East View Geospatial), the monastery was completely destroyed by June 
28, 2009, with only piles of debris visible at the site.

2012 The destruction of the monastery is published by Research on Armenian Architec-
ture (2012: 32) using GoogleEarth imagery.

2021
The destruction of St. Hakob-Hayrapet is reported in an investigative feature writ-
ten by Simon Maghakyan and published in The Art Newspaper. The article used 
satellite images provided by CHW.



IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF METS ASTVATSATSIN 
MONASTERY OF AGULIS

Site N.038
38.95405670N /  45.99040640E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
The cemetery of Mets Astvatsatsin Monastery 
contained approximately 100 tombstones, of 
which 49 had still legible Armenian inscriptions. 
According to historian Argam Ayvazyan, who 
surveyed the site between 1964-1987, some 
of the tombstones had been disturbed, their 
inscriptions broken or effaced (Ayvazyan 1986: 
31; Ayvazyan 1984: 96). 

The cemetery of Mets Astvatsatsin Monastery 
was erased during the initial attacks on the mo-
nastic complex (N.035). The four areas of the 
cemetery can be seen in the 1982 KH-9 Hexa-
gon image (right, top). These areas had already 
been destroyed by the time of the February 25, 
2000, IKONOS image (right, bottom), which also 
showed the monastery in the process of being 
razed. The areas of the former cemetery have 
been bulldozed, as seen in the earthen berms 
across the area, and graded.

Situated on a hill east of Agulis, the Cemetery of 
Mets Astvatsatsin Monastery was spread across 
four locations. Two of these sites were situat-
ed inside the walls of the monastic complex 
(N.035), to the south and west. Two others were 
located outside the walls of the complex (Ayva-
zyan 1986: 31; Ayvazyan 1984: 96). The ceme-
tery's location is marked on Soviet topographic 
maps of 1936 (1:50K scale), 1941 (1:100K scale), 
and 1977 (1:50K scale) (see Timeline). There 
are two images of the monastery taken from 
the southwest in which the largest section of 
the cemetery can be seen in the foreground 
(see Image Gallery). Those images, together 
with the topographic maps further confirm the 
cemetery's precise location. The monuments of 
the cemetery are not discernible on the KH-9 
Hexagon image of 1982 (right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Use 17th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 31).

1936

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1936 
(Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, 
J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000).

1941

The cemetery is marked on the 1:100K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1941 
(Generalnyi shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 
(Julfa)).

1973

The four areas of the cemetery, as seen 
on  KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery 
(D3C1206-100170F021) dated July 29, 
1973.



1977

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1977 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 
1:50,000).

1982

The areas of the cemetery are marked 
on the KH-9 Hexagon satellite image 
(D3C1206-100170F021) dated July 12, 
1982 (above, top).

2000

The cemetery was destroyed by Febru-
ary 25, 2000, during the initial assault on 
the monastery complex. As can be seen 
in the IKONOS satellite image (above, 
bottom; Maxar Technologies & East View 
Geospatial, February 25, 2000), the site 
has been bulldozed and graded.

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, 
used with permission

IMAGE GALLERY
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. NSHAN OR AMARAYIN 
CHURCH OF AGULIS

Site N.043
38.93112817N /  45.98577027E

Situated adjacent to St. Stepanos Church 
(N.044), St. Nshan Church was located in the 
northwestern part of the lower district of 
Agulis (Ayvazyan 1986: 32; Ayvazyan 1984: 46). 
The church, along with St. Stepanos, is marked 
with one symbol on 1:50K Soviet topographic 
maps of 1936, 1941, and 1977 (see Timeline). 
CHW confirmed the church's precise location 
using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated 
July 29, 1973 (right, top) and July 12, 1982.

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
Attached to the north facade of St. Yerro-
tutyun (N.044), in its final form St. Nshan 
Church was an open structure where litur-
gical services were performed in the sum-
mer months (hence the epithet, "amarayin", 
meaning summer in Armenian). The basilica 
consisted of a nave, two aisles, and a sev-
en-sided apse with two four-sided apses on 
either side (see Image Gallery). Arcades on 
the north, south, and west facades created 
an open architectural form. Armenian inscrip-
tions were preserved on the northern wall 
and at the base of the dome when historian 
Argam Ayvazyan (1984: 46; 1986: 32; 1990: 
23) documented the church. 

An IKONOS satellite image (right, bottom) 
shows that the church was razed by February 
3, 2000. Extensive earthmoving in the area is 
visible, including earthen berms and disrupt-
ed soil.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction
St. Nshan was founded in the 9th century and rebuilt in the 17th century. The 
church is also memtioned in the colophon of a synaxarium with the date 1690 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 32; 1990: 23).

1936

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet map of 1936 (Upravlenie voenny-
kh topografov RKKA, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 
1:50,000).

1941
The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet map of 1941 (Generalnyi shtab 
Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 (Julfa)).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top; D3C1206-
100170F021) dated July 29, 1973.

1977 The church is marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map of 1977 (General-
nyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000).



1982
The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery (DSC1217-200631A018) 
dated July 12, 1982.

2000

As seen in the IKONOS satellite image to the right, St. Nshan church, along with the 
adjacent St. Stepanos church (N.044) was destroyed by February 3, 2000. Extensive 
earthmoving, including earthen berms and disrupted soils are clearly visible in the 
satellite image of the area (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial, February 3, 
2000).  

IMAGE GALLERY
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. STEPANOS OR ST. YERRORDUTYUN 
CHURCH OF AGULIS

Site N.044
38.93094200N / 45.98579043E

Adjacent to St. Nshan (N.043), St. Ste-
panos or St. Yerrordutyun Church was 
a domed basilica that was still standing 
when historian Argam Ayvazyan (1984: 
46; 1986: 32; 1990: 24) surveyed the site 
in the late Soviet years (1964-1987). A 
cupola with an eight-sided drum rested 
atop the flat roof, while the plan included 
a five-sided apse on the exterior, and a 
porch at the west end (see Image Gallery). 
Interior walls bore Armenian inscriptions 
and fragments of frescoes. St. Stepanos 
Church was destroyed by February 3, 
2000, as can be seen in an IKONOS satel-
lite image (right, bottom). Earthen berms 
and the graded terrain just south of the 
red box suggest recent, extensive earth-
moving in the area.

St. Stepanos was located adjacent to St. Nshan 
Church (N.043). Both churches were situated 
in the northwestern part of the lower district 
of Agulis (Ayvazyan 1986: 32; Ayvazyan 1984: 
46)  Both churches are marked with one sym-
bol in 1:50K Soviet topographic maps of 1936, 
1941, and 1977 (see Timeline). CHW confirmed 
the church's precise location using KH-9 Hexa-
gon satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (right, 
top), and July 12, 1982 (see Timeline).

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction
The church was founded in the 12th or 13th century. According to Armenian in-
scriptions, the structure was renovated in the 17th century, and again in the 19th 
century (Ayvazyan 1986: 32; Ayvazyan 1990: 24). 

1936

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1936 (Uprav-
lenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-38-
44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000, 1936).

1941

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1941 (Gener-
alnyi shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 (Julfa), 
1941).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 29, 
1973 (KH-9 Hexagon, D3C1206-100170F021, July 29, 1973).

1977
The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1977 (Gener-
alnyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000).



1982 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 12, 1982 (KH-9 
Hexagon, DSC1217-200631A018, July 12, 1982).

2000

St. Stepanos, along with the adjacent St. Nshan Church, were destroyed by Febru-
ary 3, 2000 (see IKONOS satellite image above, bottom). Earthen berms and graded 
terrain just south of the red box suggest recent, extensive earthmoving in the area 
(Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2012 The destruction of the church is published by Research on Armenian Architecture 
(2012: 32) using a Google Earth satellite image of the vacant plot.

2021 The destruction of the church is published in Simon Maghakyan's investigation in 
The Art Newspaper, using satellite imagery provided by CHW.

IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, 
used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF ST. STEPANOS AND ST. 
NSHAN CHURCHES OF AGULIS

Site N.046
38.93103940N / 45.98616640E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

When historian Argam Ayvazyan surveyed the Cemetery of St. Stepanos (N.044) and St. Nshan 
(N.043), he documented 67 tombstones, of which 41 bore Armenian inscriptions (Ayvazyan 1986: 
33). Most of the tombstones were partially buried. An IKONOS satellite image dated February 3, 2000 
(right, bottom) shows that the cemetery was destroyed by that date. Signs of extensive earthmoving, 
including earthen berms and grading are visible in the satellite image.

The cemetery of St. Stepanos and St. Nshan churches was located adjacent to the southern and 
eastern walls of St. Stepanos, and adjacent to the northern, southern, and eastern walls of St. Nshan 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 33). According to Ayvazyan, the cemetery was not dense and the tombstones were 
scattered both outside and inside of the enclosure walls of these churches. The cemetery is not 
marked on Soviet topographic maps nor are the tombstones visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imag-
ery. But the enclosure wall mentioned above is visible in these images, making it possible to geolo-
cate the cemetery.

TIMELINE

Use The cemetery was used between the 13th to 19th century (Ayvazyan 1986: 33).

1982 The location of the cemetery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery 
(DSC1217-200631A018) dated July 12, 1982 (right, top).

2000
The cemetery was destroyed by February 3, 2000, based on the IKONOS image 
at right (bottom; Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). Berms and graded 
terrain testify to earthmoving in the area.

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. STEPANOS CHURCH OF ORDUBAD Site N.053
38.91306810N / 46.01987420E  

DESTRUCTION
St. Stepanos Church of Ordubad was severely damaged in the late Soviet period, with its roof, cupola, 
and upper parts of the walls missing (Ayvazyan 1986: 35). The structure had an apse, two vestries, a 
hall, an entrance on the northern facade, and a porch (zhamatun) along the south facade (see Image 
Gallery). Stone stairways led from the apse to upper chambers above the ceiling of the vestries and 
above the apse. When historian Argam Ayvazyan surveyed the site between 1964-1987, he identified 
traces of wall paintings in the interior.

St. Stepanos is clearly visible in KH-9 Hexagon images from 1973 (right, top). The structure appears 
little changed in a February 25, 2000 IKONOS satellite image (see Timeline). By November 9, 2011, 
however, the church had been demolished (right, bottom). A large pile of debris visible in the satellite 
image indicates that the structure had been razed not long before the acquisition of the image. 

GEOLOCATION
St. Stepanos Church was located on a hill in the northern part of Ordubad city (Ayvazyan 1986: 35; 
Ayvazyan 1995: 86). The church's location is marked on 1:50K scale Soviet topographic maps of 1936 
and 1941 (see Timeline). It does not appear on later topographic maps, perhaps due to its ruinous 
condition. CHW confirmed the church's precise location using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated 
July 29, 1973 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction St. Stepanos was founded in the 12th century. Subsequently, the church was reno-
vated in the 17th century and again in 1836 (Ayvazyan 1986: 35). 

1936

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1936 (Uprav-
lenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-38-
45-A (Ordubad), 1:50,000).

1941

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1941 (Gener-
alnyi shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-45 (Or-
dubad)).

1973 St. Stepanos is visible on the KH-9 Hexagon satellite image (above, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170F021).

2000

In the February 25, 2000, IKONOS image 
to the right, the structure appears largely 
unchanged (Maxar Technologies & East 
View Geospatial, February 25, 2000).



2011

The church was destroyed between February 2000 and November 9, 2011. As can 
be seen in the WorldView-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the former church site 
lies vacant except for a pile of debris (Maxar Technologies & ESRI, November 9, 
2011).

IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. KHACH MONASTERY 
OF TRUNIS (NUNIS)

Site N.070
39.01631080N / 45.98817390E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
When historian Argam Ayvazyan documented 
St. Khach Monastery of Trunis during his field-
work in Nakhchivan (1964-1987), the church 
was still standing, but much of the complex, 
including a porch, outer wall and six to seven 
monastic buildings, was in ruins.  The monas-
tery was eye-catching, with mountains rising 
precipitously just to its west and a vineyard 
arranged to the south. The rectangular, vault-
ed structure had a nave and two aisles, and 
an eastern apse with two vestries on either 
side (see Image Gallery). Armenian inscrip-
tions were placed in the northern, western 
and southern facades (Ayvazyan 1986: 43-44; 
1990: 48). 

The church was destroyed sometime soon 
before early 2000, given the signs of earth-
moving still visible in the February 25 IKONOS 
satellite image at right (bottom).

The St. Khach monastery of Trunis was 
nestled in a gorge in the upper part of 
Trunis or Vanandadzor valley, on the right 
bank of the Trunis river (Ayvazyan 1986: 
43-44; Ayvazyan 1990: 48). St. Khach is 
marked on the 5-verst (1:210K) scale map 
of 1937 as an unlabeled monastery (see 
Timeline). It is also marked, with its name, 
on Yervand Lalayan’s map of 1906. CHW 
confirmed the monastery's precise location 
using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery of 
July 29, 1973 (at right, top), modern satel-
lite imagery, and two photographs. During 
the Soviet period, the monastery was 
surrounded by farm buildings, which are 
visible in the site photograph, and on KH-9 
Hexagon imagery.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

The monastery was founded in the 12th century. It was renovated in 1687 accord-
ing to an Armenian inscription on a khachkar (cross stone) above the lintel of the 
church's doorway as well as inscriptions on five khachkars set in the upper part 
of the south facade (Ayvazyan 1990: 48). St, Khatch was renovated again in 1870 
according to M. Smbatian's (1870: 489) catalog of the monasteries of Nakhichevan.

1906 St. Khach Monastery is marked on Yer-
vand Lalayan's map (1906).

1937

St. Khach Monastery is marked on the 
5-verst (1:210K) scale map of 1937 as an 
unlabeled monastery (Upravlenie voen-
nykh topografov RKKA, J-10 (Ordubad), 
1:210,000, 1937).

1973 St. Khach Monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dat-
ed July 29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170F021).

2000
An IKONOS satellite image (above, bottom) shows the monastery was destroyed by 
February 15, 2000. The site bears signs of recent earthmoving (Maxar Technologies 
& East View Geospatial).



IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CHURCH OF KAGHAKIK 
(ST. STEPANOS CHURCH)

Site N.075
39.00509690N / 45.98141190E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION
The Church of Kaghakik was located in the northeastern district of the village. It is not marked on 
any topographic maps. But its precise geolocation is possible to determine using Ayvazyan's descrip-
tion, which indicates that the church had a west-to-east extension, and available photographs (see 
Image Gallery). The structure can be identified on KH-9 Hexagon imagery of 1973 as well as a 2000 
IKONOS image (above, top). 

The Church of Kaghakik village was well preserved when historian Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 32; 1990: 
49-50) documented the site between 1964-1987. The structure had a single-chamber nave, eastern 
apse with two vestries on either side, an entrance in the western facade, and a porch in the west. 
Ayvazyan noted traces of wall painting on the plastered walls in the church's interior. Ayvazyan noted 
traces of wall painting on the plastered walls of the interior, as well as Armenian inscriptions on the 
western facade (Ayvazyan 1986: 32; 1990: 49-50).

An IKONOS satellite image (right, top), captured on February 3, 2000, revealed that the church was 
still intact at that time. By August 13, 2009 however, the church had been demolished, and a new 
structure had been constructed on part of the lot (right, bottom). Debris piles are visible in the vacant 
portion of the lot, associated either with the destruction of the church or the grading of the site for 
the new building.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

An Armenian inscription on a khachkar above the lintel of the doorway indicates 
that the church was either founded or renovated in 1441 by Agha Shain. It was 
also renovated in the 17th and 19th centuries. The church is also mentioned in a 17th 
century Arm,enian inscription in St. Tovma Monastery of Agulis (N.010) (Ayvazyan 
1986: 32; Ayvazyan 1990: 49-50).

2000 As seen in the IKONOS satellite image (above, top), the church was still extant as of 
February 3, 2000 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2009

The church was demolished sometime between 2000 and 2009. As can be seen in 
the QuickBird satellite image (above, bottom), dated August 13, 2009, a new struc-
ture had been constructed on part of the former church site (Maxar Technologies 
& East View Geospatial).



OBSERVATIONS

Images © Argam 
Ayvazyan Archive, 

used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. ASTVATSATSIN CHURCH OF TANAKERT Site N.082
38.98134830N/ 45.96466000E

DESTRUCTION
The domed roof and upper parts of the walls had already collapsed when historian Argam Ayva-
zyan documented St. Astvatsatsin Church between 1964-1987 (Ayvazyan 1990: 51; Ayvazyan 1986: 
43). The basilica consisted of a hall, a four-sided apse, and two-storied vestries. The interior walls 
showed traces of multiple layers of painting.

The church is visibly intact in a KH-9 Hexagon satellite image dated July 29, 1973 (right, top). A subse-
quent 1982 Hexagon image also showed the intact structure. The church was destroyed as of Feb-
ruary 3, 2000, as seen in the IKONOS image at right (bottom). Traces of the north and south founda-
tion walls are the only visible remains. These had been removed by June 28, 2009 (see Timeline).

GEOLOCATION
St. Astvatsatsin Church was located in the northeastern district of Tanakert (Ayvazyan 1990: 51). The 
church's location is marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map of 1977 (see Timeline). CHW 
confirmed the church's precise location using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 
(right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction The church was restored in the 17th and 19th centuries (Ayvazyan 1990: 51; Ayva-
zyan 1986: 43).

1973 St. Astvatsastsin is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170F021).

1977

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1977 (Gener-
alnyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000, 
1977).

2000

The church was destroyed by February 3, 2000, as seen in a IKONOS satellite image 
(above, bottom; Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). The former church 
site lies largely vacant with only traces of the north and south foundation walls still 
visible.

2009

A subsequent QuickBird satellite image 
(right; Maxar Technologies & East View 
Geospatial) shows that the traces of the 
north and south foundation walls had 
been removed by June 28, 2009.



IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. HOVHANNES CHURCH OF BERDAK Site N.085
38.97757690N/ 45.95991280E

DESTRUCTION & REUSE GEOLOCATION
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St. Hovhannes Church was still standing, 
though partially ruined, in the early 1980s. 
It was a small, vaulted building with a sin-
gle-chamber nave, an apse in the east and 
a single doorway in the southern facade 
(see Timeline; Ayvazyan 1990: 53). A hall 
built along the southern facade may have 
served as a vestry or bell tower. St. Hov-
hannes was destroyed by February 3, 2000, 
as seen in the IKONOS satellite image at 
right (bottom). It remained a vacant plot 
until 2019 when the Allahshukur Mosque 
was built on the grounds of the former 
church in honor of the Sheikh ul-Islam and 
Grand Mufti of the Caucasus, Allahshukur 
Pashazadeh (see WorldView-2 satellite 
image below). 

St. Hovhannes church was located atop 
a hill in the center of the former village 
of Berdak (Ayvazyan 1990: 53; Ayvazyan 
1986: 43-44). Perhaps due to the church's 
state of disrepair during the 1980's, its 
location is not marked on any of the Sovi-
et topographic maps. CHW confirmed the 
church's precise location by identifying a 
structure in a KH-9 Hexagon satellite image 
from 1973 (right, top), whose location, 
orientation, dimensions, and condition 
correspond to Ayvazyan's description of St. 
Hovhannes.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

The earliest date attesting to the presence of this church comes from a few khach-
kars (cross-stones) embedded in the church walls bearing the date 1625. According 
to an Armenian inscription, the church was renovated in 1888 (Ayvazyan 1986: 43-
44).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated Nov. 3, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170F021).

1982 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 12, 1982 
(DSC1217-200631A018).

2000 As seen in the IKONOS satellite image (above, bottom), St. Hovhannes was de-
stroyed by February 3, 2000 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2019
In December 2019, the Allahshukur Mosque was inaugurated at the former church 
site (see 2021 WorldView-2 image above). The mosque was constructed in honor of 
Allahshukur Pashazadeh, the Sheikh ul-Islam and Grand Mufti of the Caucasus.

2021

The destruction of St. Hovhannes is first published in a Wall Street Journal op-ed  
by Simon Maghakyan. The satellite imagery included in Maghakyan's investigative 
feature (including the WorldView-2 image above) was provided by CHW on Twitter 
(Maxar Technologies & ESRI, September 6, 2021).
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IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. GEVORG CHURCH OF DISAR (DEGHSAR) Site N.086
38.96079190N/ 45.93027530E

Despite being in a state of disrepair 
during the late Soviet years, the general 
form of the small, single-nave St. Gevorg 
church, along with its hall, apse, vestries, 
and entry on the western facade, were 
clearly visible when historian Argam Ayva-
zyan documented the site between 1964-
1987. Armenian inscriptions were placed 
in the interior and on the eastern facade  
(Ayvazyan 1986: 44; Ayvazyan 1995: 74; 
Ayvazyan 1990: 53). 

The church was destroyed by February 
3, 2000 as seen in the IKONOS satellite 
image at right (bottom).  

St. Gevorg Church was located on high ground 
in the center of Disar (Ayvazyan 1986: 44). 
In the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map 
of 1977 (see Timeline), the church is located 
at the southwestern corner of the intersec-
tion between two roads. CHW confirmed the 
church's precise location using KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (right, 
top).

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION



109



SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

The church is first mentioned in the 1820s. The masonry indicates that it was 
constructed in the 17th century, possibly at the location of an earlier structure. An 
Armenian inscription on a stone of the bema indicates that the church was reno-
vated in 1900 (Ayvazyan 1986: 44; Ayvazyan 1995: 74; Ayvazyan 1990: 53; Research 
on Armenian Architecture 2012).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 29, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170F021).

1977
St. Gevorg is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1977 (Gener-
alnyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000).

1982
The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery dated July 12, 1982 
(DSC1217-200631A018).

2000
The church was destroyed by February 3, 2000. As can be seen in the IKONOS 
satellite image (above, bottom), the former church site lies vacant (Maxar Technol-
ogies & East View Geospatial).
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. ASTVATSATSIN CHURCH OF RAMIS Site N.094
39.07353670N/ 45.97334030E

DESTRUCTION
Perched in the mountains of Zangezur, with an 
arresting view of lofty peaks above and historic 
villages below, St. Astvatsatsin Church of Ramis 
was in good condition in the late Soviet years. The 
gabled-roof basilica had a nave and two aisles, a 
hall, apse with three niches, two vestries, and en-
trances on the west and south facades (see Image 
Gallery). Decorative bands adorned the doorways 
and khachkars (cross-stones), and friezes embel-
lished the walls. In its final iteration, likely in the 
18th century, the interior walls were plastered and 
painted. There were Armenian inscriptions on the 
western and southern facades (Ayvazyan 1986: 46; 
1990: 31)

The church was clearly intact in 1973 when it was 
captured in a July 29 KH-9 Hexagon image (at right, 
top). An IKONOS image from February 3, 2000, (at 
right, bottom) shows the church in the process of 
being destroyed. Its roof has been removed and 
the west wall has been dismantled. By August 13, 
2009, the church had been completely demolished 
(see QuickBird satellite image in Timeline). Linear 
traces of debris indicative of earthmoving are 
clearly visible in the satellite image. 

GEOLOCATION
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Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

St. Astvatsatsin Church was located on 
high ground in the northwestern dis-
trict of Ramis (Ayvazyan 1986: 46).  The 
church's location is marked on 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic maps of 1936 
and 1974 (see Timeline). CHW con-
firmed the church's precise location 
using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery 
dated July 29, 1973 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

St. Astvatsatsin was constructed in the 12th century. According to an Armenian 
inscription on the upper part of the church's southeastern pier, the structure was 
renovated between 1677-78 (Ayvazyan 1986: 46; Ayvazyan 1990: 31; Research on 
Armenian Architecture 2012). 

1933

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet map of 1933 (Upravlenie voenny-
kh topografov RKKA, J-38-32-G (Paraga), 
1:50,000).



1973 The intact church is clearly visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) 
dated July 29, 1973 (KH-9 Hexagon, D3C1206-100170A021, July 29, 1973).

1974
The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet map of 1974 (Generalnyi shtab, 
J-38-32-G (Tivi), 1:50,000).

2000
As can be seen in the IKONOS satellite image above (bottom), the church was in 
the process of being dismantled on February 3, 2000 (Maxar Technologies & East 
View Geospatial). 

2009

As can be seen in the QuickBird satellite image on the previous page (top), the 
church's demolition was complete by August 13, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East 
View Geospatial). Linear piles of materials, possibly building stones to be reused, 
are all that remain of the historic church.

IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, 
used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF ST. ASTVATSATSIN 
CHURCH OF RAMIS

Site N.095
39.07343500N/ 45.97332060E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION
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The historic Cemetery of St. Astvatsatsin 
Church contained 16 tombstones,12 of 
which had preserved Armenian inscriptions 
when historian Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 47) 
documented the site between 1964-1987. 
Most of the tombstones were partially bur-
ied.

The cemetery is visible in KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, 
top). Like the adjacent church (N.094), the 
cemetery had been destroyed by August 13, 
2009 (see QuickBird satellite image, at right, 
bottom). Scattered debris piles visible in the 
satellite image indicate that the cemetery 
was demolished not long before the acquisi-
tion of the QuickBird image. 

Situated in Ramis, the cemetery lies adjacent to the western entrance and southern wall of St. Ast-
vatsatsin Church (N.094) (Ayvazyan 1986: 47). Given its small size, its absence from Soviet topograph-
ic maps is unsurprising. But based on the location of the church on the KH-9 Hexagon of 1973 (at 
right, top) and the descriptive location provided by Ayvazyan, it is possible to precisely locate the 
cemetery. 

TIMELINE

Use The cemetery was used from the 16th to the 18th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 47).

1973 The area of the cemetery is visible in a KH-9 Hexagon satellite image dated July 29, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

2009
As seen in the QuickBird satellite image at right (bottom), the cemetery and ad-
jacent church (N.094) had been demolished by August 13, 2009. Debris piles are 
clearly visible in the satellite image (Maxar Technologies and East View Geospatial).
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF RAMIS Site N.097
39.07326280N/ 45.97548390E

DESTRUCTION
Before its destruction, the Cemetery of Ramis 
contained between 600-630 tombstones, most 
of which were partially buried in the ground. 
In his survey of the site, conducted in the 
course of fieldwork in Nakhchivan (1964-1987), 
historian Argam Ayvazyan documented 124 of 
those tombstones with Armenian inscriptions, 
although many were effaced and difficult to 
read (Ayvazyan 1986: 47).

The Cemetery of Ramis is discernible in a 1973 
KH-9 Hexagon satellite image (at right, top) as 
a mottled surface with a small number of faint 
tombstones. But it is more clearly visible after 
it was erased. In a Quickbird image of August 
13, 2009 (at right, bottom), the area of the 
former cemetery is visible as a bulldozed area 
of freshly turned earth. The lack of vegetation 
regrowth suggests the erasure of this ceme-
tery happened not long before the image was 
captured.

GEOLOCATION
The cemetery was situated on high ground in 
the northeastern part of the village of Ramis 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 47; Ayvazyan 1995: 87). The 
cemetery's location is marked on the 1:50K 
scale topographic map of 1974 (see Timeline). 
The cemetery is  visible on the KH-9 Hexagon 
of 1973 (at right, top) as a mottled surface pre-
cisely located by the Soviet topographic maps.
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TIMELINE

Use The cemetery was used between the 14th and 19th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 47; 
Ayvazyan 1995: 87).

1973 The area of the cemetery is visible on a KH-9 Hexagon satellite image (previous 
page, top) as a mottled surface with faint tombstones (D3C1206-100170A021).

1974

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 
1:50,000).

2009

As can be seen in a QuickBird satellite image) previous page, bottom), the cem-
etery was destroyed by August 13, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geo-
spatial). Freshly turned earth due to bulldozing can be clearly seen in the satellite 
image.

SITE INVENTORY
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IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. ASTVATSATSIN MONASTERY 
OF TSGHNA

Site N.100
39.01907720N/ 45.90664390E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
When historian Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 48; 
1990: 32-34) documented St. Astvatsatsin Mon-
astery of Tsghna during his fieldwork (1964-
1987), the church of the monastery was well 
preserved, although the outer walls, porch, and 
subsidiary buildings were no longer extant. St. 
Astvatsatsin was a domed basilica with a large, 
bright apse, two vestries, and a hall (see Image 
Gallery). In the center of the roof rose a cupola 
with eight windows, supported by four cruci-
form pillars. A bell tower was attached to the 
south facade. Armenian inscriptions were set 
in the facades on all sides of the building, and 
there were sculptures under the arches to the 
entrances, in the corners, and on the bell tower. 

This important cultural center, once adorned 
with wall paintings of saints, and reliefs of the 
Virgin Mary and the crucifixion was destroyed 
by February 3, 2000 (see IKONOS satellite im-
age at right, bottom).

St. Astvatsatsin Monastery of Tsghna was 
located in the northern district of the village 
of Chananab (Ayvazyan 1990: 32-34; Ayvazyan 
1986: 48). It is marked on 1:50K scale Soviet 
topographic maps from 1933 and 1974 (see 
Timeline). CHW confirmed the monastery's 
precise location using KH-9 Hexagon satellite 
imagery from 1973 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction
According to epigraphic and literary sources, the church was renovated at the end 
of the 12th century. Additional renovations took place in the 16th and 17th centu-
ries (Ayvazyan 1990: 32-34).

1933

St. Astvatsatsin Monastery is marked 
on the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic 
map from 1933 (Upravlenie voennykh 
topografov RKKA, J-38-32-G (Paraga), 
1:50,000).

1973 St. Astvatsatsin is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite image (above, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170F021).

1974

St. Astvatsatsin Monastery is marked on 
the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map 
from 1974 (Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-G 
(Tivi), 1:50,000, 1974).
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1982 St. Astvatsatsin is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 12, 1982 
(above, top) DSC1217-100121F020).

2000 As seen in an IKONOS satellite image (above, bottom), the monastery was de-
stroyed by February 3, 2000 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF ST. ASTVATSATSIN 
MONASTERY OF TSGHNA

Site N.102
39.01906830N/ 45.90637220E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
When historian Argam Ayvazyan document-
ed the cemetery of St. Astvatsatsin Monas-
tery (N.100), he noted that it contained be-
tween 180-200 tombstones, most of which 
were partially buried in the earth. In addi-
tion, during the mid-19th century, some 
of the tombstones were re-used in the 
construction of a two-story school building 
on the northeastern side of the church. The 
school was in ruins when Ayvazian (1986: 
49) visited. The cemetery was destroyed 
by February 3, 2000 as seen in the IKONOS 
satellite image at right (bottom). This image 
shows some evidence of recent earthmov-
ing at the site, particularly in the northern 
and western areas enclosed by the red box.

The cemetery was located adjacent to the 
northern, western, and eastern walls of St. 
Astvatsatsin Monastery (N.100) in Tsgh-
na (Ayvazyan 1986: 49). One photograph 
shows that the cemetery extended up to 
the eastern entrance of the monastery (see 
Image Gallery). Based on the locational 
information provided by Ayvazyan as well 
as the location of the associated monastery 
on Hexagon imagery (right, top), we can 
project the area of the cemetery.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

IMAGE GALLERY

Use The cemetery was used between the 16th and 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 49).

1973
The monastery (N.100) and its surroundings, including the area of the adjacent 
cemetery, are visible in the KH-9 Hexagon satellite image (above, top) dated July 29, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170F021).

2000

As can be seen in an IKONOS satellite image (above, bottom), the cemetery and the 
adjacent monastery (N.100) were destroyed by February 3, 2000. Signs of extensive 
earthmoving are clearly visible in the satellite image (Maxar Technologies & East 
View Geospatial).

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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Cemetery visible in the foreground in front of the church door. Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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OBSERVATIONS

CEMETERY OF TSGHNA Site N.103
39.02046580N/ 45.90560810E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

The Cemetery of Tsghna contained 145-160 tomb-
stones in the late Soviet years. Historian Argam 
Ayvazyan was able to discern the Armenian in-
scriptions on 146-160 of them (Ayvazyan 1986: 
49).

The cemetery is visible in a July 29, 1973 KH-9 
Hexagon satellite image (right, top), where the 
stippled surface shows a heterogeneous stone 
and earth area distinctive to cemeteries in the 
region. Several stone burial monuments are 
particularly visible in the southern sector of the 
cemetery. By August 13, 2009, however, a Quick-
Bird satellite image (right, bottom) shows that the 
cemetery had been erased, the terrain smoothed 
and graded, the tombstones removed, and new 
trees planted.

The cemetery was situated on the slope of a hill in the northern part of Tsghna (Ayvazyan 1986: 49) 
The cemetery's location is marked on Soviet topographic maps from 1974 (1:50K scale) (see Time-
line), and 1975 (1:100K scale). KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery from 1973 (right, top) shows the ceme-
tery area as a distinctive stippled surface with stone monuments discernible in the southern sector.

TIMELINE

Use The cemetery was used between the 18th and 19th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 49).

1973 The cemetery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (right, top) dated July 29, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170F021).

1974 The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(above; Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 1:50,000).

2009
As seen in the QuickBird satellite image at right (bottom), by August 13, 2009, the 
site had been erased and new trees planted atop the vacant plot (Maxar Technolo-
gies & East View Geospatial).
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. SARGIS CHURCH OF TSGHNA Site N.106
39.01726190N/ 45.90674080E

St. Sargis Church of Tsghna was a 
single-nave structure with a semi-
circular apse and entrances in the 
north and west. There were Arme-
nian inscriptions inside the church 
on the northern, southern, and 
western walls (Ayvazyan 1986: 50).

The intact church is clearly visible 
in a KH-9 Hexagon satellite image 
from July 29, 1973 (see Timeline). 
The church remained fully intact 
as of February 3, 2000 when an 
IKONOS satellite image captured 
the structure (at right, top). The 
church was razed and the site 
cleared between February 2000 
and August 13, 2009, when a 
QuickBird image (at right, bottom) 
revealed the now vacant plot.

According to Argam Ayvazyan, this church is located in the southeastern district of the village (Ayva-
zyan 1986: 50)  In another work, he notes that it is located in one of the central districts of the vil-
lage, near Karmunji Hraparak (Bridge Square) (Ayvazyan 1987: 39). The church's precise geolocation 
required a close examination of Ayvazyan's description against the available panoramic photograph 
and historical satellite imagery.

Ayvazyan notes that the church had entrances on the north and west sides. Also, it had windows on 
the southern wall. Since Ayvazyan speaks of the eastern window in the southern wall, it means the 
southern wall also had a western window, and maybe a central window too. The existence of at least 
two windows in the southern wall suggests that the axis of the church ran west to east. There are 
two panoramic photographs in which, in the southeastern district of the village, it is possible to see a 
relatively large building with a western entrance as well as three windows in the southern wall. CHW 
believes this large building is the church under consideration. In the southeastern district, the other 
buildings that appear on the Hexagon satellite image (see Timeline), as well as in the photograph, do 
not correspond to the above-mentioned description of church in their size, layout, and axis. It is ap-
parent from its dimensions and location that the structure in the Hexagon image is St. Sargis Church 
of Tsghna.

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction
The church was founded between the 13th- 14th centuries. It was renovated in the 
17th century (Ayvazyan 1986: 50), and repaired by S. Saghatelian in 1890 (Research 
on Armenian Architecture 2012). 

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 
(D3C1206-100170F021).

2000 The church was still intact as of February 3, 2000, when the IKONOS image at right 
was taken (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2009
As can be seen in a QuickBird satellite image (above, bottom), by August 13, 2009, 
the church had been destroyed and the site left vacant (Maxar Technologies & East 
View Geospatial).
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. STEPANOS MONASTERY OF MTSGUN Site N.112
38.98409390N/ 45.88931970E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
Despite a few cracks in the walls, St. Ste-
panos Monastery of Mtsgun was still 
standing when historian Argam Ayvazyan 
(1986: 51) documented the site between 
1964-1987. The church had Armenian in-
scriptions on the facades and traces of wall 
painting (Ayvazyan 1986: 51).

A KH-9 Hexagon satellite image of the area 
reveals that the monastery was intact as 
of July 29, 1973 (see Timeline; D3C1206-
100170F021). It was still intact 27 years 
later when the IKONOS platform captured 
an image of the monastery on February 3, 
2000 (right, top). By November 24, 2000, 
however, the monastery had been de-
stroyed (right, bottom).

St. Stepanos was situated on high ground 
in the former village of Mtsgun, 3-4km 
south of Tsghna (Ayvazyan 1986: 51; Ayva-
zyan 1987: 42). The monastery is marked 
on the 1:210K scale map of 1937 as “church 
ruins” (see Timeline). It is also marked as an 
unlabeled church on Lalayan’s map of 1906 
(see Timeline). On the 1:50K scale Soviet 
topographic map of 1977, the structures in 
this location are marked as “pol. st.” (“field 
station” – a complex of buildings used by 
villagers during the fieldwork season) (see 
Timeline). CHW confirmed the monastery's 
precise location using KH-9 Hexagon satel-
lite imagery from July 29, 1973 (right, top; 
D3C1206-100170F021).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

The monastery was founded in the 12th or 13th century. An Armenian inscrip-
tion on the lintel above the northern porch of the church attests to its rebuilding 
in 1895. A number of 9th to 17th century khachkars were embedded in the walls 
of the church (Ayvazyan 1986: 51; 1990: 34; Research on Armenian Architecture 
2012).

1906
The monastery is marked as an unlabeled church on  Lalayan’s map of 1906 (Ye-
revanean nahangi Sharur-Daralageazi yev Nakhijevani gawarrner, 1:200,000, Tiflis, 
Hayots Azgagrakan Ynk., 1906).

1937

The monastery is marked on the 1:210K 
scale map of 1937 as "church ruins" (Up-
ravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-10 
(Ordubad), 1:210,000).

1977

On the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic 
map of 1977, the group of objects in 
this location is marked as “pol. st.” (“field 
station” – a complex of buildings used 
by villagers during the fieldwork season) 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 
1:50,000).
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OBSERVATIONS

1982
The monastery is visible on the KH-9 
Hexagon satellite image dated July 12, 
1982 (D3C1206-100170F021).

2000 According to an IKONOS satellite image (above, top) the monastery was intact as of 
February 3, 2000 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2010 Based on a WorldView-2 Image (above, bottom), the monastery was destroyed by 
November 24, 2010, and the site left vacant (Maxar Technologies & ESRI).

IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. TARGMANCHATS MONASTERY 
OF NORAKERT

Site N.114
39.22339750N/ 45.89926250E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
The main church of St. Targmanchats Mon-
astery of Norakert was largely preserved 
when historian Argam Ayvazyan document-
ed the structure in the course of his field-
work (1964-1987), with only minor damage 
to the southern roof and the roofs of the 
vestries. Nestled in the center of the village, 
the basilica had a nave, two aisles, an apse 
and two vestries (Ayvazyan 1990: 45-46; 
Ayvazyan 1986: 51). The monastery was 
destroyed by June 15, 2006 (see QuickBird 
image at right, bottom). Debris and signs of 
earthmoving are clearly visible in the satel-
lite image.

St. Targmanchats Monastery is not marked 
as such on any of the available topographic 
maps. But CHW was able to geolocate it 
using Ayvazyan's description of its location 
in the center of the village, along with two 
historic images of the church and the KH-9 
Hexagon of 1973 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction
The monastery was founded in 1662, possibly at the site of an earlier structure 
(Ayvazyan 1990: 45-46; Ayvazyan 1986: 51; Research on Armenian Architecture 
2012).

1973 St. Targmanchats Monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 
29, 1973 (above, top; D3C1206-100170A020).

2006

As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the monastery was 
destroyed by June 15, 2006 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). Signs of 
earthmoving as well as what appears to be a pile of debris near the southern edge 
of the lot are visible in the satellite image.
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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OBSERVATIONS

ST. GR. LUSAVORICH OR MESROP MASH-
TOTS MONASTERY OF MESROPAVAN

Site N.124
39.16838250N/ 45.92362830E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
When historian Argam Ayvazyan documented 
St. Grigor Lusavorich/Mesrop Mashtots Monas-
tary of Mesropavan during his fieldwork (1964-
1987), the church was still standing, although 
in a dilapidated condition. The monastery's 
outer walls, porch, and subsidiary buildings 
were no longer extant (Ayvazyan 1986: 54; 
1990: 24-26). Famous in Armenian tradition as 
a place where Mesrop Mashtots', inventor of 
the Armenian alphabet, once lived, this small 
domed structure consisted of a hall, main apse, 
and two vestries, with Armenian inscriptions 
on the interior (see Image Gallery). Four pillars 
supported a large cupola with eight windows, 
adjacent to which was a small bell tower. Judg-
ing by the QuickBird-2 satellite image at right 
(bottom), the monastery was fully destroyed by 
June 5, 2006, at which time signs of earthmov-
ing were still clearly visible, including grading 
scars and piles of debris.

St. Grigor Lusavorich Monastery was locat-
ed in the western district of Mesropavan 
(Ayvazyan 1990: 24-26; Ayvazyan 1986: 
54). The monastery's location is marked 
on Soviet topographic maps of 1936 (1:50K 
scale), 1955 (1:25K scale), and 1974 (1:50K 
scale) (see Timeline). CHW confirmed the 
monastery's precise location using KH-9 
Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 29, 
1973 (right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

According to tradition, the monastery was founded in 456 by Prince Shabit of 
Goght'n. Armenian inscriptions on the church's walls attest to its renovation in the 
15th and 17th centuries. Additional renovations were made in the late 19th centu-
ry (Ayvazyan 1990: 24-26; Ayvazyan 1986: 54).

1936

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1936 
(Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, 
J-38-32-B (Arafsa), 1:50,000).

1955

The monastery is marked on the 1:25K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1955 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-B-g (Alagi), 
1:25,000).

1973 The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).
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1974

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-B (Arafsa), 
1:50,000, 1974).

2006

As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the monastery was 
destroyed by June 15, 2006 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). Signs of 
earthmoving, including grading scars, and piles of debris are clearly visible in the 
satellite image.

IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF MESROPAVAN Site N.125
39.16858110N/ 45.92354110E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

When historian Argam Ayvazyan docu-
mented this historic cemetery of 300-
320 tombstones, he noted that most 
were partially buried in the earth, some 
with their Armenian inscriptions eroded 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 54). The cemetery was 
destroyed by June 15, 2006 (QuickBird-2 
satellite image at right, bottom). Signs of 
earthmoving, including scoured earth, de-
bris piles, and vegetation disruption are 
clearly visible in the satellite image. 

The cemetery was located to the north of St. Grigor Lusavorich Monastery (N.124) in Mesropavan 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 54). It is not marked on the available topographic maps. But two pictures of the 
monastery show part of the cemetery, which, together with the location of the monastery on the 
KH-9 Hexagon from 1973 (at right, top), allowed CHW to precisely geolocate it. 

Use The cemetery was used between the 15th and 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 54).

1973 The cemetery's location is marked on the KH-9 Hexagon satellite image (right, top) 
dated July 29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

2006

As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image at right (bottom), the cemetery 
had been destroyed by June 15, 2006 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospa-
tial). Signs of earthmoving. including scoured earth, debris piles, and vegetation 
disruption are clearly visible in the image.

TIMELINE

IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. STEPANOS CHURCH OF VOGHOHI Site N.132
39.17404310N/ 45.89166860E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
St. Stepanos Church of Voghohi was a 
domed basilica with an apse, two vestries, 
and four pillars that supported a cupola 
(see Image Gallery). When historian Argam 
Ayvazyan (1986: 56; 1990: 44) documented 
the church during his fieldwork in Nakh-
chivan (1964-1987), he noted that while 
the cupola, southern vestry, and most of 
the roof of the church had been destroyed 
by an earthquake in 1930, the rest of the 
structure was still standing. There were Ar-
menian inscriptions in the western facade 
and in the interior. 

QuickBird-2 satellite imagery shows that 
the church had been destroyed by June 15, 
2006 (right, bottom). 

St. Stepanos Church was located in the 
center of Voghohi village (Ayvazyan 1986: 
56). The church's location is marked on 
the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map of 
1936 (see Timeline). CHW confirmed the 
church's precise location using KH-9 Hexa-
gon satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at 
right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction
Founding date unknown. Dates on cross-stones (khachkars) set into the walls of the 
interior indicate that the church was renovated in the mid-17th century. An Arme-
nian inscription commemorated another renovation in 1906 (Ayvazyan 1990: 44).

1936

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1936 (Uprav-
lenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-38-
32-B (Arafsa), 1:50,000, 1936).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 
(D3C1206-100170A020).

2006` As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the church had 
been destroyed by June 15, 2006 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

IMAGE GALLERY
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Images © Argam Ayvazyan 
Archive, used with permission
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OBSERVATIONS

CEMETERY OF VOGHOHI Site N.135
39.17409810N/ 45.89017286E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

Historian Argam Ayvazyan documented 60 tombstones and cross-stones (khachkars) when he sur-
veyed the cemetery of Voghohi in the course of his fieldwork in Nakhchivan (1964-1987; Ayvazyan 
1986: 56-57). By June 15, 2006, the area of the site had been cleared and the earth scoured, based on 
a QuickBird-2 satellite image of that date (at right, bottom). Disruption of the vegetation in the area 
suggests recent earthmoving.   

The cemetery was located in the western part of Voghohi (Ayvazyan 1986: 56-57).  Its location is 
marked on Soviet topographic maps of 1955 (1:25K scale) and 1974 (1:50K scale) (see Timeline). 
Based on the cemetery's location on these maps, CHW can project the area of the cemetery on the 
KH-9 Hexagon of 1973 (at right, top).

TIMELINE
Construction The cemetery was used between the 15th to 20th century (Ayvazyan 1986: 56-57).

1955

The cemetery is marked on the 1:25K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1955 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-B-g (Alagi), 
1:25,000).

1973 The cemetery is marked on the 1:25K scale Soviet topographic map of 1955 (Gen-
eralnyi shtab, J-38-32-B-g (Alagi), 1:25,000).

1974

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-B (Arafsa), 
1:50,000, 1974).

2006
By June 15, 2006, the area of the site had been cleared and the earth scoured 
based on the QuickBird-2 satellite image of that date at right (bottom; Maxar Tech-
nologies & East View Geospatial). Scars on the earth suggest recent earthmoving.
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. NSHAN OR KOPATAP 
MONASTERY OF BIST

Site N.136
39.15902310N/ 45.87761420E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
When historian Argam Ayvazyan document-
ed the St. Nshan or Kopatap Monastery of 
Bist during his fieldwork (1964-1987), the 
basilica was well-preserved. The monastery 
was a prominent medieval cultural center. 
According to tradition, Mesrop Mashtots, 
inventor of the Armenian alphabet, visit-
ed St. Nshan. Additionally, several manu-
scripts were copied and illuminated in the 
monastery's scriptorium, some of which 
are now preserved in the Madenataran--a 
manuscript museum and research institute 
in Yerevan, Armenia. St. Nshan or Kopatap 
consisted of one nave, two aisles, and a 
five-sided apse with an arcaded porch to 
the south (see Image Gallery). Armenian 
inscriptions were set in the southern fa-
cade and in the interior (Ayvazyan 1986: 57; 
1990: 42-43.

The monastery was destroyed by June 15, 
2006 (QuickBird-2 satellite image, right, bot-
tom). Piles of debris and signs of earthmov-
ing are clearly visible in the satellite image. 

St. Nshan Monastery was located 1km 
north of Bist village (Ayvazyan 1990: 42-43; 
Ayvazyan 1986: 57). The monastery's lo-
cation is marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet 
topographic map of 1974 (see Timeline). 
CHW confirmed the monastery's precise 
location using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imag-
ery dated July 29, 1973 (right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

According to tradition, the monastery was founded in the late 5th century. Manu-
scripts were known to have been copied here in 1336. The monastery was rebuilt 
in 1668, and renovated in the 1890s (Ayvazyan 1990: 42-43; Ayvazyan 1986: 57; 
Research on Armenian Architecture 2012).

1973 The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

1974

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 
1:50,000).

2006
As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the monastery 
was destroyed by June 15, 2006. Piles of debris, and signs of earthmoving are clear-
ly visible in the satellite image (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan 
Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF ST. NSHAN OR KOPATAP 
MONASTERY OF BIST

Site N.138
39.15889440N/ 45.87773640E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

When historian Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 57) surveyed the cemetery of the St. Nshan or Kopat-
ap Monastery of Bist in the course of his fieldwork (1964-1987), he documented 9 tombstones 
largely buried in the earth, their Armenian inscriptions eroded. The cemetery was destroyed by 
June 15, 2006. In the QuickBird-2 satellite at right (bottom), the earth at the site shows signs of 
scouring and vegetation disruption, indicating relatively recent earthmoving. Berms from bull-
dozing can also be seen near the top left corner of the red box.

Situated in the southeastern portion of St. Nshan Monastery (N.136), the cemetery was located ad-
jacent to the monastery's narthex (Ayvazyan 1986: 57). Due to its small size, the cemetery cannot be 
spotted on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery, nor is it marked on topographic maps. But given its lo-
cation adjacent to the monastery, it can be deduced that the nine tombstones were destroyed along 
with the monastery.

Use The cemetery was used between the 16th to 17th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 57).

1973 The location of the cemetery, as seen on  KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (right, 
top) dated July 29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

2006

The cemetery was destroyed by June 15, 2006. In the QuickBird image at right (bot-
tom), the earth at the site shows sign of scouring and vegetation disruption indicat-
ing relatively recent destruction. Berms from bulldozing can also be seen near the 
top right corner of the red box (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial, June 
15, 2006). 
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. ASTVATSATSIN MONASTERY OF BIST Site N.139
39.15007720N/ 45.88117940E

DESTRUCTION & REUSE GEOLOCATION
Historian Argam Ayvazyan documented St. 
Astvatsatsin Monastery of Bist during his 
fieldwork (1964-1987), when the church 
was still extant (but the outer walls of the 
monastery, school, living quarters and 
other auxiliary buildings had already been 
destroyed). This was one of the most well-
known medieval architectural monuments 
of Nakhichevan, where scribes wrote sev-
eral manuscripts. The large church was a 
basilica with a nave, two aisles, four pillars, 
a seven-sided apse, two vestries, and a 
vaulted porch on the western facade (see 
Image Gallery). St. Astvatsatsin was razed 
to its foundations by June 15, 2006, as seen 
in the QuickBird-2 satellite image at right 
(bottom). By 2016, a new building was con-
structed on the site of the monastery (see 
below).  

St. Astvatsatsin Monastery was located in 
the central district of Bist (Ayvazyan 1990: 
42; Ayvazyan 1986: 58-59). The monastery's 
location is marked on 1:50K scale Soviet 
topographic maps of 1933 and 1974 (see 
Timeline). CHW confirmed the monastery's 
precise location using KH-9 Hexagon sat-
ellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, 
top).
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TIMELINE

Construction The monastery was founded in the 12th or 13th century and was renovated in 
1687 and 1877 (Ayvazyan 1990: 42; Ayvazyan 1986: 58-59).

1933

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1933 
(Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, 
J-38-32-G (Paraga), 1:50,000).
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OBSERVATIONS

1973 The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

1974

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 
1:50,000).

2006
As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom) the monastery 
was destroyed by June 15, 2006. Signs of earthmoving are clearly visible in the sat-
ellite image (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2016 By June 20, 2016, a new building had been constructed on the former site of the 
monastery (Maxar Technologies & ESRI).

IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

NEW CEMETERY OF BIST Site N.142
39.15166780N/ 45.87757720E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

When historian Argam Ayvazyan visited the New Cemetery of Bist during his fieldwork in Nakhchivan 
(1964-1987), he documented 250-260 tombstones (Ayvazyan 1986: 58). The cemetery is visible in a 
KH-9 Hexagon satellite image dated July 29, 1973 (at right, top).A QuickBird-2 satellite image (at right, 
bottom) indicates that the cemetery had been destroyed by June 15, 2006. The tombs visible in the 
Hexagon image have been removed and the surface graded.

Situated on the right bank of the Norakert River, the New Cemetery was located to the southwest of 
Bist village (Ayvazyan 1986: 58). The cemetery's location is marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet topo-
graphic map of 1974 (see Timeline). CHW confirmed the cemetery's precise location using KH-9 Hexa-
gon satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, top).

Use The cemetery was used between the 17th and 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 58).

1973 The cemetery is clearly visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 29, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

1974

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map from 
1974 (Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 
1:50,000).

2006

As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image (at right, bottom), the cemetery 
had been destroyed by June 15, 2006. Signs of earthmoving such as scouring are 
clearly visible in the satellite image (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial 
June 15, 2006).

TIMELINE
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SITE INVENTORY

CHURCH OF SHRJU Site N.150
39.13307330N/ 45.91624670E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
The church in the village of Shrju was 
partially dilapidated when historian Argam 
Ayvazyan documented it during his field-
work (1964-1987), but the structure was 
sufficiently preserved to identify it as a 
basilica with a nave, two aisles, a five-sid-
ed apse on the exterior with two-storied 
vestries on either side (see Image Gallery; 
(Ayvazyan 1990: 41-42; Ayvazyan 1986: 
60). By June 15, 2006, the church had been 
destroyed (see QuickBird-2 satellite image 
at right, bottom). Scars still visible on the 
surface of the site suggest recent earth-
moving.

The Church of Shrju was located in the 
southeastern part of the abandoned village 
of Shrju (Ayvazyan 1990: 41-42; Ayvazyan 
1986: 60). The church's location is marked 
on the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map 
of 1974 (see Timeline). CHW confirmed the 
church's precise location using KH-9 Hexa-
gon satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at 
right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction Possibly renovated in the 17th century (Ayvazyan 1990: 41-42).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 29, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

1974
The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map from 1974 (Gen-
eralnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 1:50,000).

2006
As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom) the church was 
destroyed by June 15, 2006 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). Signs of 
recent earthmoving are clearly visible in the satellite image.
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. STEPANOS MONASTERY OF NAVUSH Site N.154
39.10879610N/ 45.88961720E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
St. Stepanos Monastery of Navush was 
still standing when historian Argam Ayva-
zyan documented the monument during 
his fieldwork (1964-1987), noting just a 
few missing slabs from the roof (Ayvazyan 
1986: 61). Referred to in Armenian manu-
scripts as both a hermitage and a monas-
tery, one of the first mentions of St. Ste-
panos is in a colophon of a gospel that was 
copied in 1489 and restored in this mon-
astery. This basilica with gabled roof had 
a nave and two aisles (see Image Gallery). 
In the apse and two vestries were secret 
chambers. QuickBird-2 satellite imagery (at 
right, bottom) shows that the monastery 
was razed and the site cleared by June 15, 
2006.

St. Stepanos Monastery was located on 
high ground in the abandoned village of 
Navush (Ayvazyan 1986: 61) . The monas-
tery's location is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1974 (see Time-
line) as well as on 19th century maps. CHW 
confirmed the monastery's precise location 
using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated 
July 29, 1973 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

The monastery was founded in the 11th or 12th century. Its apse contains 15th 
century khachkars (cross-stones). According to an Armenian inscription on the 
tympanum, the church was renovated in 1677 (Ayvazyan 1986: 61; 1990: 39-40; 
Research on Armenian Architecture 2012).

1973 The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

1974

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 
1:50,000, 1974).

2006
As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the monastery 
had been destroyed by June 15, 2006 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). 
Signs of earthmoving are clearly visible in the satellite image.

IMAGE GALLERY

174



Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. SHMAVON CHURCH OF PARAKA Site N.157
39.07527500N/ 45.89353970E

DESTRUCTION & REUSE GEOLOCATION
Perched on a hill in the village of Paraka, St. 
Shmavon Church was well preserved when histori-
an Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 62; 1990: 36) surveyed 
the area in the course of his fieldwork (1964-1987). 
The large basilica with gabled roof consisted of a 
nave with two aisles, an apse with a two-storied 
vestry on either side, and a vaulted porch at the 
west. Armenian inscriptions and sculptures could 
be found under the arch of the southern entrance, 
while the walls showed traces of wall paintings.

An IKONOS satellite image confirms (at right, bot-
tom) that the church was removed soon before 
February 3, 2000, given the visible signs of extensive 
earth moving in the image. By July 20, 2016, a gar-
den and several new buildings had been installed 
on the former church site (see WorldView 3 image 
below).

St. Shmavon Church was located in 
the central part of the village of Para-
ka (Ayvazyan 1986: 62). The church's 
location is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1933 (see 
Timeline). CHW confirmed the church's 
precise location using KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at 
right, top) and March 29, 1978.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction
The church was founded in the 12th or 13th century. According to an Armenia in-
scription on the lintel of the southern doorway, the church was renovated in 1680 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 62; 1990: 36; Research on Armenian Architecture 2012).

1933

St. Shmavon is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1933 
(Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, 
J-38-32-G (Paraga), 1:50,000).
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IMAGE GALLERY

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (aboive, top) dated July 29, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170A021).

2000
As can be seen in the IKONOS satellite image (above, bottom), the church had been 
destroyed by February 3, 2000 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). Signs 
of extensive earthmoving are clearly visible in the satellite image. 

2016
As can be seen in the WorldView 3 satellite image to the left, by July 20, 2016. a 
garden and several new buildings had been constructed at the former church site 
(Maxar Technologies & ESRI).

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTRY

ST. HAKOB-HAYRAPET MONASTERY 
OF PARAKA

Site N.159
39.07900170N/ 45.88972110E

DESTRUCTION

When historian Argam Ayvazyan (1990: 36-37) 
documented St. Hakob-Hayrapet Monastery 
during his fieldwork (1964-1987), the church 
of the monastery was still standing, but the 
porch adjacent to its western facade as well 
as the refectory, associated monastic build-
ings, and outer walls were in ruins (Ayvazyan 
1990: 36-37). Nestled in a small glen at the 
edge of a mountain, this striking domed 
basilica had a main apse, two-storied vestries 
on either side, and a cupula with 12 windows 
set atop four cruciform pillars (see Image 
Gallery). Reliefs and khachkars (cross-stones) 
adorned the walls, while the western doorway 
bore ornamental bands. There were Arme-
nian inscriptions on the western, southern, 
and northern facades (Ayvazyan 1986: 63). 

IKONOS satellite imagery shows that the 
monastery was razed and the site cleared 
by February 3, 2000 (at right, bottom). The 
monastery was documented in KH-9 Hexagon 
imagery from July 29, 1973 (at right, top).

GEOLOCATION
St. Hakob-Hayrapet Monastery was 
located adjacent to the slope of a hill 
1km northwest of  Paraka (Ayvazyan 
1990: 36-37; Ayvazyan 1986: 63). The 
monastery's location is marked on 
1:50K scale Soviet topographic maps 
of 1933 and 1974 (see Timeline). CHW 
confirmed the monastery's precise 
location using KH-9 Hexagon satellite 
imagery dated July 29, 1973 (right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

The monastery was founded in the 12th or 13th century. According to an Armenian 
inscription on the tympanum of the doorway, the complex was renovated between 
1691-1701 (Ayvazyan 1990: 36-37; Ayvazyan 1986: 63; Research on Armenian Archi-
tecture 2012).

1933

St. Hakob-Hayrapet is marked on the 
1:50K scale Soviet topographic map of 
1933 (Upravlenie voennykh topografov 
RKKA, J-38-32-G (Paraga), 1:50,000).

1973 The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A021).
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1974

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 
1:50,000).

2000 As can be seen in an IKONOS satellite image (above, bottom), the monastery was 
destroyed by February 3, 2000 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2019 The monastery's erasure is confirmed in the higher quality August 14, 2019 World-
View 3 satellite image at left (Maxar Technologies and ESRI).

IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF PARAKA Site N.163
39.07730280N/ 45.89685170E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
Historian Argam Ayvazyan counted 800-
820 tombstones at the Cemetery of Para-
ka when he surveyed the site during his 
fieldwork in Nakhchivan (1964-1987). 67-70 
of these tombstones bore discernible 
Armenian inscriptions (Ayvazyan 1986: 
64).  The cemetery contained rectangular 
tombstones, as well as khachkars and ram-
shaped zoomorphic tombstones.

The cemetery is clearly visible in KH-9 Hexa-
gon satellite imagery from July 29, 1973 (at 
right, top), and March 29, 1978, including 
distinctive clusters of stone grave monu-
ments throughout the area. By August 13, 
2009, the cemetery had been erased, its 
surface bulldozed and graded, and a sub-
division of 13 new homes built atop it (see 
QuickBird-2 satellite image at right, bot-
tom).

The cemetery was situated on high ground 
in the northern part of Paraka (Ayvazyan 
1986: 64; Ayvazyan 1987: 50). The ceme-
tery's location is marked on 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic maps of 1933 as a 
Christian cemetery covering a large area 
(see Timeline). It is also marked on the 
1:50K scale map of 1974 (see Timeline). The 
cemetery was so large that it is easily visi-
ble in the KH-9 Hexagon image from 1973 
(at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Use The cemetery was used between the 10th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 64).

1933

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1933 
(Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, 
J-38-32-G (Paraga), 1:50,000).

1973 The cemetery is clearly visible on the KH-9 Hexagon satellite image (above, top) as 
clusters of stone tombstones (D3C1206-100170A021).

1974

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 
1:50,000).

2009
As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the cemetery 
was destroyed by August 13, 2009 (Maxar & East View Geospatial). The site had 
been bulldozed, graded, and replaced by a subdivision of 13 new homes. 
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CHURCH OF VERIN AZA Site N.172
38.92999699N/ 45.82379653E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
Historian Argam Ayvazyan 
visited the church of Verin Aza 
during his fieldwork in Nakh-
chivan (1964-1987) and noted 
the ruinous condition of this 
single nave vaulted structure 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 66). A Quick-
Bird-2 satellite image (at right, 
bottom) shows that the ruins 
of the church were completely 
destroyed by April 26, 2004.

The church was located on a 
hill to the west of Verin Aza 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 66).  The 
church's location is marked 
on the 1:42K scale Soviet 
topographic map of 1931 (see 
Timeline). CHW confirmed the 
church's precise location using 
KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery 
dated July 29, 1973 (at right, 
top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction The founding date of the Church of Verin Aza is unknown. The structure was reno-
vated in the 17th century (Ayvazyan 1986: 66).

1931

The church is marked on the 1:42K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1931 (Voen-
no-topograficheskoe upravlenie, XLI-38 
(Ur. Dzhulfy), 1:42,000).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 29, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170F021).

2004
As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom; Maxar Technolo-
gies & East View Geospatial), the church was destroyed by April 26, 2004. Signs of 
earthmoving are clearly visible in the satellite image.
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERIES OF VERIN AZA Site N.173
38.92777860N/ 45.82642560E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
Historian Argam Ayvazyan documented 
240-250 tombstones when he visited the 
old (northern) cemetery of Verin Aza during 
his fieldwork (1964-1987; Ayvazyan 1986: 
66). A Soviet topographic map of 1977 
indicates a newer cemetery approximately 
80m to the south (see Timeline). By April 
26, 2004, both cemeteries were destroyed 
(see QuickBird-2 satellite image, at right, 
bottom image).

Soviet topographic maps identify two cem-
eteries on the eastern edge of the village of 
Verin Aza. The northern cemetery, docu-
mented by Ayvazyan, was situated atop a 
low hill. Its location is recorded on Soviet 
topographic maps of 1931 (1:42K scale), 
1936 (1:50K scale) and 1941 (1:100K scale) 
(see Timeline). CHW confirmed the ceme-
tery's location using KH-9 Hexagon satellite 
imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, top). 
In that image, the terrain bears the stippled 
surface characteristic of historic ceme-
teries in the region. A Soviet topographic 
map from 1977 (1:50K scale) documented 
a more recent cemetery just 80m to the 
south of the old cemetery (see Timeline). 
This southern cemetery is also visible in the 
1973 Hexagon image.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Use The cemetery was used between the 15th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 66).

1931

The northern cemetery is marked on the 
1:42K scale Soviet topographic map of 
1931 (Voenno-topograficheskoe upravle-
nie, XLI-38 (Ur. Dzhulfy), 1:42,000).

1936

The northern cemetery is again marked 
on the 1:50K scale Soviet topograph-
ic map of 1936 (Upravlenie voennykh 
topografov RKKA, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 
1:50,000).

1941

The northern cemetery is marked yet 
again on the 1:100K scale Soviet topo-
graphic map of 1941 (Generalnyi shtab 
Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 (Julfa)).
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1973 The cemeteries are clearly visible on the KH-9 Hexagon satellite image (above, top) 
dated July 29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170F021).

1977

The southern cemetery is marked on the 
1:50K scale Soviet topographic map of 
1977 (Generalnyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Das-
ta), 1:50,000).

1982

Both cemeteries, especially the stone 
tomb markers of the southern site, 
are clearly visible in the KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite image to the right (DSC1217-
200631A018).

2004 As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the cemeteries 
were destroyed by April 26, 2004 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. ASTVATSATSIN CHURCH 
OF DER

Site N.175
38.92944657N / 45.81591636E

DESTRUCTION
When historian Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 
67) documented St. Astvatsatsin Church of 
Der in the course of his fieldwork in Na-
khchivan (1964-1987), he noted that the 
structure was still standing, but that part 
of the southern wall was damaged. Ayva-
zyan described the structure as a three-
naved basilica with a semicircular apse with 
vestries on either side. The entrance to the 
church was on the west, and there were 
inscriptions on the eastern facade. Sub-
sequently, in a later publication, Ayvazyan 
(1995: 74) noted that the building had been 
turned into a village shop. 

St. Astvatsatsin is clearly visible in a Hexa-
gon image of 1973 at right (top), and is still 
standing in a 2004 QuickBird image (see 
Timeline), in which it appears an awning 
or extension was built along the southern 
end, perhaps as a repair in association with 
its new use as a shop. By 2010, the church 
had been torn down and a new structure, 
with smaller dimensions, built in its place 
(see WorldView-2 image at right, bottom).

GEOLOCATION
The geolocation of St. Astvatsatsin Church of Der 
required careful scrutiny, since the structure is not 
marked on any of the Soviet topographic maps that 
were available to us for this investigation.

According to Ayvazyan, the rectangular basilica was 
located in the center of the village. Close examina-
tion of old and new satellite imagery, in combination 
with a photograph of the church, allowed us to pre-
cisely geolocate the structure. The building shown 
in the Hexagon satellite image conforms, in its size, 
to the structure shown in the photograph, whose 
dimensions could be estimated based on the people 
in the photograph. The photograph is clearly taken 
from the east, since the inscriptions can be seen 
between the windows, and since there is no door-
way on this facade (the entrance having been on the 
western facade, as noted above). Tree branches can 
be seen on the upper left side of the photograph. 
Given the angle at which the photograph was taken, 
this is the tree that can be seen in the Hexagon im-
age at the southeastern corner of the building. Fur-
thermore, this is the only large building in the center 
of the village that is no longer extant after 2011, by 
which time a different building stands in its place.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction Built in the 17th century, renovated in 1895 (Ayvazyan 1986: 67). 

1973 The church appears intact in a 1973 KH-9 Hexagon image (previous page, top; 
D3C1206-100170A020).

2004
St. Astvatsatsin appears intact again in a 2004 QuickBird-2 image (above), although 
there appears to have been damage to the southern wall and an awning set up 
over the area, perhaps as a result of its repurposing as a village store.

2010 By 2010, St. Astvatatsin has been razed and replaced by another building, as seen 
in the WorldView-2 image at right.
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IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

AMENAPRKICH MONASTERY OF 
SHAHKERT (GHAZANCHI)

Site N.193
39.23922670N/ 45.70494360E

DESTRUCTION
The church of the Amenaprkich Monastery of 
Shahkert was still standing in the late Soviet 
years, even though the outer walls of the com-
plex, the porch attached to the church, and other 
associated buildings were in ruins (Ayvazyan 
1990: 85; Ayvazyan 1986: 72-73). The basilica 
consisted of a nave with two aisles, an apse, and 
two vestries. When he documented the monas-
tery in the course of his fieldwork in Nakhchivan 
(1964-1987), historian Argam Ayvazyan observed 
that the high ceilings gave the church "a special 
grandeur". The western facade bore an Arme-
nian inscription while interior walls had frag-
ments of wall painting.

This monastery, intact and clearly visible in the 
1973 Hexagon imagery (at right, top) was de-
stroyed by November 11, 2009 (at right, bottom). 
Few signs remain of the historic structure other 
than faint marks on the bare earth. Newer struc-
tures have begun to encroach on the former 
grounds.

GEOLOCATION
The monastery was located in the 
center of Shahkert village (Ayvazyan 
1986: 72-73). Its location is marked on 
1:50K scale Soviet topographic maps 
of 1936 and 1974 (see Timeline). CHW 
confirmed the monastery's precise 
location using KH-9 Hexagon satellite 
imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, 
top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

The monastery was founded between the 12th to 13th century and rebuilt in 1654, 
according to an Armenian incription on a khachkar (cross-stone) set above the 
lintel of the doorway (Ayvazyan 1990: 85; Ayvazyan 1986: 72-73; Research on Arme-
nian Architecture 2012). 

1936

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1933 
(Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, 
J-38-32-A (Surab), 1:50,000, 1936).

1973 The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

1974

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-A (Sirab), 
1:50,000).

2009
As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image (at right, bottom), the monastery 
was destroyed by November 11, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospa-
tial).

2021 According to Google Earth imagery dated May 17, 2021, the site lies vacant. 
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan 
Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

OLD CEMETERY OF SHAHKERT Site N.196
39.24037821N/ 45.70664874E

DESTRUCTION 

GEOLOCATION

Images © Argam 
Ayvazyan Archive, used 
with permission

The sizable Old Cemetery of Shahkert had 700-
720 tombstones (including khachkars) in the 
late Soviet years, when historian Argam Ayva-
zyan surveyed the site in the course of his field-
work in Nakhchivan (1964-1987; Ayvazyan 1986: 
73). He documented Armenian inscriptions on 
236 of the tombstones. The oldest tombstones 
were partially buried in the ground, their in-
scriptions eroded.

Based on CHW's geolocation of the site from 
the 1973 KH-9 Hexagon imagery (at right, top), 
this cemetery no longer appears in satellite 
imagery from November 11, 2009 (at right, 
bottom). The small hill has been cut into along the north side where new houses have appeared. 
And the top of the hill appears to have been flattened.

The cemetery is located atop a hill, approximately 250m northeast of the Amenaprkich Monastery 
(N.193) in Shahkert village. Despite its large size, this cemetery's location is not marked on any avail-
able topographic maps. CHW confirmed the cemetery's precise location using KH-9 Hexagon satel-
lite imagery from July 29, 1973 (at right, top). A mottled surface indicative of older cemeteries in the 
region is clearly visible in the satellite image. Tombstones cannot be discerned on the image. 

Use The cemetery was used between the 10th to 18th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 73).

1973 The cemetery is clearly visible in the KH-9 Hexagon satellite (at right, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

2009

As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image (at right, bottom), the cemetery 
had been destroyed by November 11, 2009. The top of the hill appears to have 
been flattened, while the northern side had been cut, and replaced with newly con-
structed houses (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

TIMELINE

IMAGE GALLERY
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. GEVORG MONASTERY OF YERNJAK Site N.207
39.20578060N/ 45.71562810E

DESTRUCTION

Amidst the ruins of the monastery, only St. Gevorg Church still stood when historian Argam Ayvazyan 
surveyed the site in the course of his fieldwork (1964-1987). The vaulted building with a single-cham-
ber nave was not well preserved, but enough remained to document a semicircular apse, entryways 
in the northern and western facades, a vestry along the northern facade, and a porch to the west 
(Ayvazyan 1990: 60-61; Ayvazyan 1986: 76).

The ruins of St. Gevorg were still intact in 2001 (see IKONOS satellite image at right, top). By 2009, the 
foundations had been razed, the blocks removed, and the site graded (see QuickBird satellite image 
at right, bottom). Berms encircling the former church site indicative of extensive earthmoving are 
clearly visible in the satellite image.

GEOLOCATION
Situated atop a hill, St. Gevorg Monastery was located approximately 3 km northeast of Yernjak 
fortress (Ayvazyan 1990).  The monastery is not marked on any of the available maps, probably due 
to its ruinous condition. CHW confirmed the monastery's precise location by cross referencing Ayva-
zyan's narrative description with 2001 IKONOS satellite imagery.

Construction

The monastery was founded in the 9th century. In 841, a church council met at the 
complex. Next, the monastery was mentioned by the 13th century historian Ste-
panos Orbelian. The site was renovated in the 14th and 17th centuries (Ayvazyan 
1990: 60-61; Ayvazyan 1986: 76).

2001 The monastery is visible on IKONOS satellite imagery dated October 7, 2001 (at 
right, top; Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2009
As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image, the monastery was destroyed by 
November 11, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial, November 11, 
2009).

TIMELINE
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. ASTVATSATSIN MONASTERY 
OF NORASHEN

Site N.211
39.16719000N/ 45.67168560E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
The basilica of St. Astvatsatsin Monastery, 
with its nave and two aisles, spacious apse, 
two vestries, and small bell tower, was still 
standing when historian Argam Ayvazyan 
visited the village of Norashen and docu-
mented the site during his fieldwork (1964-
1987). He noted its architectural features, 
traces of wall paintings, and reliefs depict-
ing the four evangelists and the Mother of 
God, as well as Armenian inscriptions on 
the western, southern, and eastern fa-
cades (Ayvazyan 1986: 77-78; 1990: 71-72). 
An IKONOS satellite image shows that the 
monument had been razed to its founda-
tions by October 7, 2001. By August 11, 
2016, a WorldView-2 image (at right, bot-
tom) shows that the foundations had also 
been cleared from the site.

St. Astvatsatsin Monastery was located 
in the northwestern district of Norashen 
(Ayvazyan 1990: 71-72). The monastery's 
location is marked on 1:50K scale Soviet 
topographic maps of 1940 and 1974 (see 
Timeline). CHW confirmed the monastery's 
precise location using KH-9 Hexagon sat-
ellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, 
top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction The monastery was founded in 951 and renovated in the 17th century (Ayvazyan 
1986: 77; Research on Armenian Architecture 2012).

1940

St. Astvatsatsin is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1940 
(Generalnyi shtab RKKA, J-32-38-V (Abra-
kunis), 1:50,000).

1973 The monastery is visible in KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).
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1974

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-A (Sirab), 
1:50,000).

2001

As can be seen in the IKONOS satellite image (above, bottom), the monastery 
was destroyed by October 7, 2001. The building had been demolished, with only 
a portion of the original foundations still visible (Maxar Technologies & East View 
Geospatial).

2010 Google Earth imagery of the area from 2010 reveals that the monastery's founda-
tions had been removed by that time. 

2016 As can be seen in the WorldView-2 satellite image at left, the former monastery site 
lies bare (Maxar Technologies & ESRI, August 11, 2016).

IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF NORASHEN Site N.217
39.16720170N/ 45.66855060E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
The Cemetery of Norashen contained 
between 800 and 850 tombstones (includ-
ing ram-shaped sculptures), of which 124 
to 130 bore visible Armenian inscriptions 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 79). Most of the tomb-
stones were partially buried in the ground, 
and in some cases inscriptions were 
eroded or effaced when historian Argam 
Ayvazyan (1987: 77) surveyed the site. The 
tombstone-speckled surface of the ceme-
tery is still visibly intact in a 2001 IKONOS 
image (at right, top).  By the time of a 2009 
QuickBird image (at right, bottom), the 
tombstones had been removed and the 
site surface leveled smooth.

The cemetery was located approximately 
350m west of St. Astvatsatsin Monastery 
(N.211) in Norashen (Ayvazyan 1986: 79; 
Ayvazyan 1987: 77). The cemetery's precise 
location is marked on 1:50K scale Soviet 
topographic maps of 1940 and 1974 (see 
Timeline). Photographs of the cemetery 
further confirm its location, based on sur-
rounding landscape features. Although the 
cemetery is not visible on the KH-Hexagon 
of 1973, it is still possible to trace it on a 
satellite image of October 2001 (at right, 
top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Use The cemetery was used between the 15th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 79).

1940

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1940 
(Generalnyi shtab RKKA, J-32-38-V (Abra-
kunis), 1:50,000).

1974

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-A (Sirab), 
1:50,000).

2001 The large field of tombstones is visible in an IKONOS satellite image (above, top) 
dated October 7, 2001 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2009
As can be seen in the QuickBird satellite image (above, bottom), the cemetery was 
destroyed by November 11, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). 
The tombstones had been removed and the site lies vacant.
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF VERIN ANKUZIK/ANZUR Site N.221
39.22279000N/ 45.79683100E

DESTRUCTION 

GEOLOCATION

Before its destruction, the 
Cemetery of Verin Ankuzik 
contained 300-310 tomb-
stones, including funerary 
cross-stones (khachkars) and 
ram-shaped funerary sculp-
tures, of which 8 had traces 
of Armenian inscriptions 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 80). By the 
late Soviet years, most of the 
tombstones were partially 
buried in the ground or disturbed, and the inscriptions were eroded. Nevertheless, the cemetery is 
still visible in a QuickBird-2 satellite image dated June 15, 2006 (at right, top) as a large field of tomb-
stones. By November 11, 2009, the area had been cleared of tombstones (see QuickBird-2 image at 
right, bottom).

The cemetery was located in the western part of Verin Ankuzik (Ayvazyan 1986: 80). The cemetery's 
location is marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map of 1974, but it appears from satellite 
imagery that the cemetery extended further north than marked on the map (see Timeline). Given the 
partially buried condition of the tombstones, the cemetery cannot be discerned on KH-9 Hexagon im-
agery from 1973 (see Timeline).

TIMELINE
Use The cemetery was used between the 13th to 18th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 80).

1974

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-B (Arafsa), 
1:50,000).

2006 A large field of tombstones is clearly visible in the QuickBird-2 satellite image at 
right (top) dated June 15, 2006 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2009
The tombstones had been cleared by November 11, 2009, based on the image at 
right, bottom. Fading signs of earthmoving are visible in the southeastern portion 
of the red box (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).216

Im
ag

e 
©

 A
rg

am
 A

yv
az

ya
n 

Ar
ch

iv
e



217



SITE INVENTORY

CHURCH OF MIJIN ANKUZIK/ANZUR Site N.223
39.21300530N/ 45.77018610E

DESTRUCTION 

GEOLOCATION

Little is known about the Church 
of Mijin Ankuzik, because it was 
already in ruins when historian 
Argam Ayvazyan surveyed it during 
his fieldwork in Nakhchivan (1964-
1987), along with the surrounding 
village (Ayvazyan 1986: 80; Ayvazyan 
1990: 72). 

Although most of the ruins of the 
village remain, the church was tar-
geted for destruction. The remaining 
structure of the church is visible in a July 29, 1973, KH-9 Hexagon image (right, top). But by November 
11, 2009 (right, bottom), the church had been erased. The site bears clear scars of earthmoving even 
as the other ruins of the village were left untouched.

The Church of Mijin Ankuzik/Anzur was located in the western part of the abandoned village of Mijin 
Ankuzik (Ayvazyan 1986: 80). The church's location is marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic 
map of 1936 (see Timeline).  In the maps of later periods, the area of the church is marked as "ruins" 
because of its condition. CHW confirmed the church's precise location using KH-9 Hexagon (1973) 
satellite imagery (at right, top), along with a photograph of the church.

Construction The church was renovated in the 17th century (Ayvazyan 1986: 80).

1936

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1936 (Uprav-
lenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-38-
32-B (Arafsa), 1:50,000, 1936).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (right, top) dated July 29, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

2009
The church was destroyed by November 11, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East View 
Geospatial). As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image (right, bottom), the 
former church site lies vacant and the earth bears signs of scouring.

TIMELINE
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SITE INVENTORY

CHURCH OF NERKIN ANKUZIK/ANZUR Site N.227
39.20908470N/ 45.73416890E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

Although poorly preserved, the Church of Nerkin 
Ankuzik/Anzur was still standing when historian Ar-
gam Ayvazyan surveyed the site (Ayvazyan 1986: 81; 
Ayvazyan 1990: 72-73). The basilica had a polygonal 
apse, two vestries, and a hall (see Image Gallery).

The apse and foundation of the church were still 
intact as of October 7, 2001 (IKONOS satellite image 
at right, top). By November 11, 2009 (at right, bot-
tom), the church had been razed, its building stones 
removed, and the site bulldozed. Linear spoil heaps 
are visible in the northern end, while debris are 
scattered across the southwestern portion of the former church site. Amidst a ruined and abandoned 
village, only the ruins of the Armenian church were singled out for erasure.

The Church of Nerkin Ankuzik/Anzur was located in the northern part of the abandoned village of 
Nerkin Ankuzik (Ayvazyan 1986: 81; Ayvazyan 1990: 72-73). The church is not marked on any Soviet 
topographic map. CHW determined the church's precise location using IKONOS satellite imagery dat-
ed October 7, 2001 (at right, top). 

Construction
The church was founded in the 11th or 12th century. It was renovated several 
times, most recently in the 17th century (Ayvazyan 1986: 81; Ayvazyan 1990: 72-
73).

2001 As can be seen in an IKONOS satellite image (right, top), the ruins of the church 
were still standing on October 7 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2009
The church was destroyed by November 11, 2009 (at right, bottom). Signs of earth-
moving are clearly visible in the satellite image (Maxar Technologies & East View 
Geospatial).

TIMELINE

IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam 
Ayvazyan Archive, used 
with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. GEVORG CHURCH OF NOR PORADASHT Site N.232
39.17174420N/ 45.76049580E

DESTRUCTION
The village of Nor Poradasht had been emptied 
of its Armenian inhabitants by the 1950s. The 
church of St. Gevorg (which had been converted 
into a school before the 1950s) was in ruins by 
the time historian Argam Ayvazyan documented 
the site between 1964 and 1987. The wooden 
roof, southern wall, and second-story vestry were 
gone, but the plan could still be reconstructed 
(see Image Gallery; Ayvazyan 1990: 77; 1986: 82). 
Khachkars (cross-stones) with reliefs were set in a 
niche of the northern wall, and an Armenian-lan-
guage building inscription provides the date 1681. 
Already visibly in ruins in 1973 (see the Hexagon 
image in the Timeline below), the foundations of 
the church were still extant in 2001, based on an 
IKONOS image from October 7 (at right, top). But 
by November 11, 2009 (at right, bottom), the ruins 
had been demolished and the site bulldozed. The 
fate of the ruins of St. Gevorg testifies to the pre-
cision of Azerbaijan's program of cultural erasure. 
Amidst the ruins of an abandoned village, only the 
remains of the Armenian church were targeted for 
elimination.

GEOLOCATION
The location of St. Gevorg Church is 
marked on the 1931 and 1936 Soviet topo-
graphic maps of 1:42K and 1:50K scales, 
respectively (see Timeline). CHW confirmed 
the church's precise location using KH-9 
Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 29, 
1973 (see Timeline). The structure visible in 
that image corresponds to Ayvazyan's de-
scription of the building, with its collapsed 
southern and western parts. There is some 
roofing preserved over the apse. The same 
structure is still visible on IKONOS satellite 
imagery from October 7, 2001 (at right, 
top), now without roofing. 
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction
The church was constructed in 1681 according to an Armenian inscription on one 
of the crosses on the moudling inside the arches (Ayvazyan 1990: 77; Ayvazyan 
1986: 82).

1931

The church is marked on the 1:42K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1931 (Voen-
no-topograficheskoe upravlenie, XL-38 
(Paradasht), 1:42,000).

1936

St. Gevorg is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1936 (Uprav-
lenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-38-
32-B (Arafsa), 1:50,000).

1973
The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 
(D3C1206-100170A020).
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2001 The ruins of the church are still visible in an IKONOS satellite image (above, top) 
dated October 7, 2001 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2009
As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the ruins of St. 
Gevorg church were bulldozed by November 11, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East 
View Geospatial). Signs of grading are clearly visible in the satellite image.

IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF NOR PORADASHT Site N.234
39.17226330N/ 45.76382940E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
Historian Argam Ayvazyan documented 
500 to 510 tombstones (including ram-
shaped funerary sculptures) when he 
surveyed this cemetery between 1964 
and 1987 (Ayvazyan 1986: 83). Armenian 
inscriptions were preserved on approxi-
mately 250 tombstones. The tombstone 
field is clearly visible and intact in the 2001 
IKONOS satellite image (at right, top). The 
cemetery was destroyed by November 11, 
2009 (see QuickBird-2 satellite image at 
right. bottom). Signs of earthmoving such 
as furrow traces and small berms are clear-
ly visible in the satellite image. 

The cemetery was located east of the 
abandoned Nor Poradasht village (Ayva-
zyan 1986: 83). The cemetery's location 
is marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet 
topographic map of 1974 (see Timeline). 
There is a photograph showing part of 
the cemetery and its surroundings (Image 
Gallery). CHW believes that the location of 
the cemetery on the topographic map is 
marked some 50m west of its actual loca-
tion. According to the topographic map, the 
cemetery is at 39.17245803N, 45.7630094E. 
But as the photograph shows, the ceme-
tery (the point from where the picture is 
taken) is located on higher ground. More-
over, the image shows that the cemetery is 
at least 60-70m away from the trail (in the 
midground of the photo). But according to 
the coordinates on the topographic map, 
the cemetery is located some 30m east of 
the trail. On the IKONOS satellite image of 
2001 (at right, top), the texture of the ter-
rain clearly indicates a field of tombstones. 
Moreover, it is notable that the associated 
church was still standing at that time.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Use The cemetery was used between the 17th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 83).

1974

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-B (Arafsa), 
1:50,000).

2001 The cemetery is visible on an IKONOS satellite image (above, top) dated October 7, 
2001 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2009 As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the cemetery was 
destroyed by November 11, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).
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Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

OBSERVATIONS

IMAGE GALLERY
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SITE INVENTORY

CHURCH OF HIN PORADASHT Site N.236
39.17859670N/ 45.76460750E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
Despite the ruinous condition of the village 
of Hin Poradasht, historian Argam Ayva-
zyan was able to document the dilapidated 
village church during his survey of the site 
between 1964-1987. The church's walls 
were 2.5m high and covered in vegetation 
(Ayvazyan 1990: 75; Ayvazyan 1986: 83). 
The vaulted structure had a bema built 
45-50cm above the floor, an apse in the 
east with two-storied vestries on either 
side (with secret passageways leading to 
the hall), and an entrance in the west (see 
Image Gallery). The ruins of the church 
were still extant in 2001 (see IKONOS sat-
ellite image at right, top). By 2009, amidst 
the ruins of the village, the church alone 
was targeted for erasure. The church had 
been completely destroyed by November 
11, 2009 (see QuickBird-2 satellite image 
at right, bottom). Removal of the church's 
foundations and berms indicative of earth-
moving are clearly visible in the satellite 
image.

On the KH-9 Hexagon satellite image of 
1973 (see Timeline), there is only one edi-
fice in the abandoned village whose form 
and condition corresponds to Argam Ayva-
zyan's description of the church (Ayvazyan 
1990: 75; Ayvazyan 1986: 83). The structure 
is still visible on the IKONOS satellite imag-
ery of October 2001 (right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction The church was renovated in the 17th century (Ayvazyan 1990: 75; Ayvazyan 1986: 
83). 

1973
The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 
(D3C1206-100170A020).

2001 The church ruins are still visible in an IKONOS satellite image (above, top) dated 
October 7, 2001 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2009
As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image above (bottom), the church was 
destroyed by November 11, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). 
Lateral berms indicative of earthmoving are clearly visible in the satellite image. 
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Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

IMAGE GALLERY
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. STEPANOS MONASTERY 
OF HIN PORADASHT

Site N.238
39.19126310N/ 45.75377750E

DESTRUCTION 
Perched on the slope of a deep valley, St. Stepanos 
Monastery of Hin Poradasht consisted of a main 
church and 12 to 15 auxiliary buildings enclosed 
within a 6-8 m high perimeter. When historian Ar-
gam Ayvazyan documented the site between 1964-
1987, the roof and upper walls of the church were 
destroyed, and some of the surrounding buildings 
were in ruins. The church was a vaulted structure with 
a single nave, and a five-sided apse with vestries on 
either side (see Image Gallery). Armenian inscriptions 
were set into the western facade and in the interior 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 84; 1990: 76).

The monastery was not well preserved by 1973 when 
it was captured in a July 29 Hexagon image (see Time-
line). But it was still extant in October 2001, as seen 
in the IKONOS image at right (top). By November 11, 
2009, the monastery's foundations had been razed 
and the site graded, as seen in the QuickBird image at 
right (bottom). A long berm in the southeast portion 
of the site and debris piles in the northern sectors 
attest to the recent demolition of the structure.

GEOLOCATION
Situated on the slope of a hill, St. Stepanos 
Monastery was located approximately 
1.6km northwest of Hin Poradasht (Ayva-
zyan 1986: 84). The monastery, with its 
name, is marked on the 1:42K scale Soviet 
topographic map of 1931 (see Timeline). In 
the maps of the later periods, it is marked 
as unlabeled and unspecified ruins. CHW 
confirmed the monastery's precise location 
using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated 
July 29, 1973 (see Timeline).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

According to a source from 1904, the monastery was built in 1385. An Armenian 
inscription on a khachkar (cross-stone) above the doorway on the eastern facade 
states that the complex was renovated in 1560. According to another inscription 
located near the entryway, the monastery was renovated again in 1683 (Ayvazyan 
1986: 84; Ayvazyan 1990: 76).

1931

The monastery is marked on the 1:42K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1931 
(Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie, 
XL-38 (Paradasht), 1:42,000).

1973
The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexa-
gon satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 
(D3C1206-100170A020).

2001 The monastery is clearly visible on the IKONOS satellite image (above, top) from 
October 7, 2001 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2009

As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite image above (bottom), the monastery was 
destroyed by November 11, 2009. The monastery's foundations had been re-
moved. Furthermore, signs of earthmoving are clearly visible in the satellite image 
(Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).  
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Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

IMAGE GALLERY
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF ST. STEPANOS MONASTERY 
OF HIN PORADASHT

Site N.240
39.19151190N/ 45.75488940E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
Historian Argam Ayvazyan counted six 
tombstones when he surveyed the ceme-
tery associated with St. Stepanos Monas-
tery (N.238). Five of these bore Armenian 
inscriptions (Ayvazyan 1986: 85; Ayvazyan 
1990: 77). He also noted that a number of 
khachkars (cross-stones) dating to the 13th 
or 15th centuries stood along the road 
from the monastery to the cemetery.

The area of the cemetery is visible in a July 
29, 1973 Hexagon image with the distinc-
tive mottling often indicative of cemetery 
surfaces in KH-9 images (see Timeline). 
An October 2001 IKONOS image (at right, 
top) shows little change to the site from 
the Hexagon image. The area of stone that 
surrounds the site on the west side is still 
intact. By the time of a November 11, 2009, 
QuickBird image (at right, bottom), the 
area appears as a flattened, homogenous 
terrain. The stone surrounding has been 
impacted as well, especially on the north-
west side.

The cemetery was located approximately 
200-250m east of St. Stepanos Monastery 
(N.238) in Hin Poradasht (Ayvazyan 1986: 
85; Ayvazyan 1990: 77; Ayvazyan 1995: 
133). The cemetery's precise location is 
marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet topo-
graphic map of 1974 (see Timeline).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Use The cemetery was used between the 16th to 18th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 85).

1973

The cemetery is visible in the July 29, 
1973 KH-9 Hexagon image to the right as 
a mottled surface surrounded by a curvi-
linear rocky area to the west (D3C1206-
100170A020).

1974

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-B (Arafsa), 
1:50,000).

2001
As can be seen in an IKONOS satellite image from October 7, 2001 (above, top), the 
cemetery area is visible as a heterogenous stone and earth surface located east of 
the monastery (N.238) ruins (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2009
As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite image above (bottom) dated November 
11, 2009, the cemetery area had been cleared and smoothed (Maxar Technologies 
& East View Geospatial). 
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Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. GRIGOR CHURCH OF GAGH Site N.242
39.12347030N/ 45.74730470E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION

St. Grigor Church of Gagh was still standing 
when historian Argam Ayvazyan surveyed 
the site between 1964-1987. The basilica 
with cruciform roof consisted of a nave 
and two aisles, a seven-sided apse with 
two-storied vestries on either side, and a 
porch to the west (see Image Gallery). Four 
pillars supported the roof and cupola. Wall 
paintings adorned the church, visible at 
the time of Ayvazyan's visit in traces on the 
walls and dome, as well as an Armenian in-
scription on the western facade (Ayvazyan 
1990: 82-84; 1986: 85).

An IKONOS satellite image confirms the 
destruction of this domed basilica by Oc-
tober 7, 2001 (at right, bottom), and shows 
evidence of extensive recent earthmoving 
activity. The church was clearly document-
ed in KH-9 Hexagon satellite images from 
1973 (at right, top) and March 29, 1978.

St. Grigor Church was located in the cen-
ter of Gagh village (Ayvazyan 1990: 82-84; 
Ayvazyan 1986: 85). The church's location 
is marked on 1:50K scale Soviet topograph-
ic maps of 1940 and 1974 (see Timeline). 
CHW confirmed the church's precise loca-
tion using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery 
dated July 29, 1973 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction
The church was probably founded in the 12th or 13th century (Ayvazyan 1990: 
82-84; Ayvazyan 1986: 85). The structure was rebuilt in 1658 or 1659 (Research on 
Armenian Architecture 2012).

1940

St. Grigor is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1940 (Gener-
alnyi shtab RKKA, J-32-38-V (Abrakunis), 
1:50,000).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 29, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

1974

The church is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-V (Bananiyar), 
1:50,000).

2001

As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite 
image (above, bottom), the church was 
destroyed by October 7, 2001. Signs of 
extensive earthmoving are clearly visible 
in the satellite image (Maxar Technolo-
gies & East View geospatial).
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Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. HAKOB-HAYRAPET CHURCH 
OF SHOROT

Site N.257
39.14552030N/ 45.79921060E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
When historian Argam Ayvazyan surveyed the 
monuments of Shorot between 1964-1987, St. Ha-
kob-Hayrapet was one of the three medieval struc-
tures (out of six) that was still standing. Shorot was 
an important cultural center, and St. Hakob-Hayra-
pet one of its most striking architectural features. 
The church had a cruciform basilican plan and a 
notably high-domed cupola. The interior consisted 
of a nave with two aisles, large apse, and two ves-
tries (see Image Gallery). Bands of relief sculpture 
decorated the door. A pillared porch at the western 
facade was destroyed by an earthquake in 1841. 
Armenian inscriptions were placed in the interior, on 
the western facade, and on the exterior of the dome, 
while wall paintings added in the 1680s by the Arme-
nian poet and painter, Naghash Hovnatan, adorned 
the dome (Ayvazyan 1990: 78-79; 1986: 89).

The church is visible in KH-9 Hexagon satellite imag-
ery dated July 23, 1973 (at right, top), and March 29, 
1978. QuickBird-2 satellite imagery (at right, bottom) 
shows that the monastery was destroyed sometime 
before June 15, 2006.

St. Hakob-Hayrapet Church was 
located in the central part of 
Shorot village (Ayvazyan 1990: 
78-79; Ayvazyan 1986: 89). The 
church's location is marked on 
Soviet topographic maps of 1931 
(1:42K scale), 1933 (1:50K scale), 
and 1974 (1:50K scale) (see 
Timeline). CHW confirmed the 
church's precise location using 
KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery 
dated July 29, 1973 (at right, top).

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction
The church was founded in the 12th century. According to an Armenian-language 
building inscription, the structure was renovated in the mid-17th century (Ayva-
zyan 1990: 78-79; Ayvazyan 1986: 89).

1931

St. Hakob-Hayrapet is marked on the 
1:42K scale Soviet topographic map of 
1931 (Voenno-topograficheskoe upravle-
nie, XL-38 (Paradasht), 1:42,000).

1933

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1933 (Uprav-
lenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-38-
32-G (Paraga), 1:50,000, 1933).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 29, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).
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Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

1974
The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1974 (Gener-
alnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 1:50,000).

2006 As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the church was 
destroyed by June 15, 2006 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

IMAGE GALLERY
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SITE INVENTORY

MAIN CEMETERY OF SHOROT Site N.264
39.14858190N/ 45.80013440E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
The tombstones of the Main Cemetery 
of Shorot numbered between 500 to 510 
when historian Argam Ayvazyan surveyed 
the site between 1964-1987 (Ayvazyan 
1986: 91). They included rectangular tomb-
stones, many of which were buried in the 
ground, as well as sculptures in the form of 
rams, some of which were broken. Approx-
imately 305 tombstones bore Armenian 
inscriptions.

The cemetery is visible in KH-9 Hexagon 
imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, top) 
as a mottled surface, indicative of burial 
grounds in the region. By June 15, 2006 
(see QuickBird-2 image at right, bottom), 
earthmoving is clearly in evidence on the 
north, west, and eastern flanks and scars 
are visible across the central precinct of the 
cemetery.

The Main Cemetery was located in the 
northern part of Shorot (Ayvazyan 1986: 
91). The cemetery's precise location is 
marked on the 1:42K scale Soviet topo-
graphic map of 1931, where it is labeled as 
a Christian cemetery, and the 1:50K scale 
map of 1974 (see Timeline). The cemetery 
is clearly visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite 
imagery dated July 29,1973 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Use
The cemetery was used between the 
16th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 
91).

1931

The cemetery is marked on the 1:42K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1931 
(Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie, 
XL-38 (Paradasht), 1:42,000).

1973

The cemetery's location is marked on 
KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, 
top) dated July 29, 1973 (KH-9 Hexagon, 
D3C1206-100170A020, July 29).

1974

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
9 Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 
1:50,000).

2006 As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the cemetery was 
destroyed by June 15, 2006 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).
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Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. ASTVATSATSIN OR KUSAKAN 
MONASTERY OF SHOROT

Site N.266
39.15007920N/ 45.80209830E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
The church of St. Astvatsatsin Monastery 
was damaged but still standing when histo-
rian Argam Ayvazyan surveyed the site be-
tween 1964-1987. Wall paintings adorned 
the single-chamber nave structure (see 
Image Gallery), and 17th century khachkars 
(cross-stones) decorated the front of the 
bema. There were Armenian inscriptions 
on the interior (Ayvazyan 1986: 91; 1990: 
81-82).

The monastery was visible in KH-9 Hexa-
gon satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at 
right, top). By June 15, 2006, however, the 
monastery had been destroyed (see Quick-
Bird-2 satellite image at right, bottom). 
Extensive scarring of the terrain indicative 
of earthmoving is clearly visible on the 
satellite image.

St. Astvatsatsin Monastery was located 
approximately 1km north of Shorot (Ayva-
zyan 1990: 81-82; Ayvazyan 1986: 91). The 
monastery's location is marked on Soviet 
topographic maps of 1931 (1:42K scale) 
and 1974 (1:50K scale) (see Timeline). CHW 
confirmed the monastery's precise location 
using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated 
July 29, 1973 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction The monastery's founding date is unknown. The complex was rebuilt in 1631 
(Ayvazyan 1990: 81-82; Ayvazyan 1986: 91). 

1931

St. Astvatsatsin is marked on the 1:42K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1931 
(Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie, 
XL-38 (Paradasht), 1:42,000).

1973 The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

1974

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 
1:50,000).

2006

As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the monastery 
was destroyed by June 15, 2006 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). 
Extensive scarring of the terrain indicative of earthmoving is clearly visible on the 
satellite image.
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Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF ST. ASTVATSATSIN OR 
KUSAKAN MONASTERY OF SHOROT

Site N.267
39.15044280N/ 45.80231670E

DESTRUCTION 

GEOLOCATION

When historian Argam Ayvazyan surveyed the village of 
Shorot between 1964-1987, he documented 41 tomb-
stones at the cemetery of St. Astvatsatsin Monastery. 
Ayvazyan noted that some tombstones had been re-
moved, and a few of the Armenian inscriptions erased 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 92). The area of the cemetery is visible 
in KH9-Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 
(right, top), although it is not possible to discern any of 
the mortuary monuments recorded by Ayvazyan. The 
cemetery was destroyed by June 15, 2006 (see Quick-
Bird-2 satellite image at right, bottom). Signs of large-
scale earthmoving are clearly visible in the satellite image.  

The cemetery was located approximately 40-50m north of St. Astvatsatsin Monastery (N.266) in 
Shorot (Ayvazyan 1986: 92; Ayvazyan 1990: 82; Ayvazyan 1995: 123). The cemetery's location is 
marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 (see Timeline). Despite being difficult to 
discern on the KH-9 Hexagon satellite image from 1973 (right, top), the cemetery's location is clearly 
established by the Soviet map.

Construction The cemetery was used between the 17th to 18th century (Ayvazyan 1986: 92).

1973

The area of the cemetery is visible on 
KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (right, 
top) dated July 29, 1973 (D3C1206-
100170A020).

1974

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 
1:50,000).

2006

As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image (right, bottom), the cemetery was 
destroyed by June 15, 2006 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). Scarring 
of the terrain indicative of large-scale earthmoving is clearly visible in the satellite 
image.

TIMELINE

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. GR. LUSAVORICH MONASTERY 
OF SHOROT

Site N.268
39.14900940N/ 45.80558530E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
The church of St. Gr. Lusavorich Monastery of 
Shorot was still standing when historian Argam 
Ayvazyan surveyed the site during his fieldwork 
(1964-1987), although the roof was damaged and 
there were cracks in the southern wall. At the time 
of his visit, the monastery's auxiliary buildings, its 
school, and outer walls were in ruins. The basilica 
had a gabled roof, hall, five-sided apse, and two 
vestries, with a porch at the western facade. The 
bell tower bore an Armenian inscription. Ornamen-
tation included decorative sculptural elements near 
the entrance and wall paintings of 17th or 18th 
century date. (Ayvazyan 1986: 92; 1990: 79-80). 

The monastery is clearly visible in KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery from July 29, 1973 (at right, top). 
QuickBird-2 satellite imagery (at right, bottom) 
shows that by June 15, 2005, St. Gr. Lusavorich 
Monastery had been razed and the terrain scoured. 

St. Gr. Lusavorich Monastery 
was located 1.5-2km northeast 
of Shorot (Ayvazyan 1990: 79-80; 
Ayvazyan 1986: 92). The monas-
tery's location is marked on 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic maps of 
1933 and 1974 (see Timeline). CHW 
confirmed the monastery's precise 
location using KH-9 Hexagon sat-
ellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 
(right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

The monastery's founding date is unknown. According to an Armenian inscription 
on the bell tower, the people of Shorot renovated the church in 1708. The struc-
ture was renovated again at the end of the 18th century and during the middle of 
the 19th century (Ayvazyan 1990: 79-80; Ayvazyan 1986: 92).

1933

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1933 
(Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, 
J-38-32-G (Paraga), 1:50,000).

1973 The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

1974

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 
1:50,000).

2006

As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the monastery 
was destroyed by June 15, 2006 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). Scat-
tered remains of stone blocks and signs of earthmoving are clearly visible in the 
satellite image.
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. STEPANOS MONASTERY OF SHOROT Site N.277
39.12461803N/ 45.79035483E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
St. Stepanos Monastery of Shorot 
is marked on all of the historic 
maps as well as Soviet topographic 
maps from 1931 (1:42K scale) and 
1937 (1:210K scale) (see Timeline). 
CHW confirmed the monastery's 
precise location using KH-9 Hexa-
gon satellite imagery dated July 3, 
1980 (at right, top).

Perched on top of a mountain, St. Stepanos 
Monastery of Shorot offered a panoramic 
view of Shorot village, its fields, vineyards, and 
distant mountain peaks. When he surveyed 
the site between 1964 and 1987, Argam Ayva-
zyan described the view from the monastery 
as "breathtaking" (Ayvazyan 1990: 82). The 
church was standing at that time, but there 
were cracks in the walls, and its vaulted ceiling 
was at risk of collapsing. St. Stepanos had a 
single-chamber nave, a rectangular apse, and 
an entryway in the west. There were Armenian 
inscriptions inside the monastery (Ayvazyan 
1986: 95).

This remote monastery appears in a 1980 
KH-9 Hexagon image (at right, top) where 
it is visible atop a stark rock plateau. A June 
15, 2006, QuickBird image (at right, bottom) 
shows only a ghostly outline of disturbed rock 
and earth where the monastery once stood.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction The monastery was founded in the 9th or 10th century. It was subsequently renovat-
ed in the 17th and 19th-20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1990: 82; Ayvazyan 1986: 95).

1931

St. Stepanos monastery is marked on the 
1:42K Soviet topographic map of 1931 
(Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie, 
XL-38 (Paradasht), 1:42,000).

1937

St. Stepanos monastery is marked on the 
1:210K Soviet map (Upravlenie voen-
nykh topografov RKKA, J-10 (Ordubad), 
1:210,000).

1980 St. Stepanos is visible on the KH-9 Hexagon satellite image (above, top) dated July 
3, 1980 (July 3, 1980). 

2006 As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite image above (bottom), the monastery 
had been destroyed by June 15, 2006 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. ASTVATSATSIN OR KUSABER 
MONASTERY OF KIRNA

Site N.282
39.13584420N/ 45.65804420E

DESTRUCTION
The St. Astvatsatsin or "Kusabar" Monastery of 
Kirna was partially ruined when historian Argam 
Ayvazyan documented the site between 1964-1987 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 96; Ayvazyan 1990: 88). Beginning 
in the 14th century, St. Astvatsatsin was home to 
the University of Kirna, a school belonging to the 
Armenian Catholic congregation that taught math-
ematics, philosophy, theology, grammar, foreign 
languages, calligraphy, and natural sciences. Until 
its abandonment in 1740, numerous ancient phil-
osophical texts were copied and translated here. 
St. Astvatsatsin had a large rectangular form (see 
Image Gallery). The vaulted monastic buildings and 
monks' cells that lined the structure on three sides 
were completely ruined by the late Soviet period. In 
October 2001, the central sanctuary was still extant, 
albeit in ruins (see IKONOS satellite image at right, 
top). By November 11, 2009, the structure had been 
demolished and its traces removed from the site 
(see QuickBird-2 satellite image at right, bottom).

GEOLOCATION
Situated on high ground, St. 
Astvatsatsin Monastery was 
located southeast of Kirna 
village (Ayvazyan 1986: 96). 
The monastery's location is 
marked on the 1:42K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1931 
(see Timeline). CHW confirmed 
the monastery's precise loca-
tion using KH-9 Hexagon (see 
Timeline) and IKONOS satellite 
imagery (at right, top) dated July 
29, 1973, and October 7, 2001, 
respectively.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction The monastery was built in 1330 and subsequently renovated in the 17th century 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 96; Ayvazyan 1990: 88-8).

1931

St. Astvatsatsin is marked on the 1:42K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1931 
(Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie, 
XL-38 (Paradasht), 1:42,000).

1973
The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexa-
gon satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 
(D3C1206-100170A020).

1988 The site appears to correspond to one listed on the 1988 list of Historical and Cul-
tural Monuments of the Azerbaijan S.S.R. as a "mausoleum", site #2615.

2001 The monastery is visible on an IKONOS satellite image (above, top) dated October 
7, 2001 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2009 As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), the monastery was 
destroyed by November 11, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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OBSERVATIONS

ST. KARAPET MONASTERY OF ABRAKUNIS Site N.287
39.13702750N/ 45.63343030E

DESTRUCTION & REUSE
St. Karapet Monastery is one of the celebrated monuments of medi-
eval Armenian architecture. The main church was still standing when 
historian Argam Ayvazyan documented the site during his fieldwork 
(1964-1987). Founded by well known medieval Armenian thinkers, 
and established as a theological school, St. Karapet was an important 
spiritual and cultural hub from the 14th to 18th centuries. The main 
church of the monastery was a basilica with a tall, eight-windowed 
cupola (see Image Gallery). The main apse had two-storied vestries 
on either side, one of which led to a secret subterranean chamber 
where manuscripts and relics were stored. The western doorway was 
decorated with reliefs, khachkars, and carved bands, while Armenian 
inscriptions could be found on the western, northern, and eastern 
facades. In 1740, Hakob and Harutyun Hovnatanyan, members of a 
prominent Armenian family of painters, added frescoes to the apse 
and dome, and fragments were still visible when Ayvazyan document-
ed the monastery (Ayvazyan 1986: 97; 1990: 66-70).

Visible in KH-9 Hexagon imagery of July 23, 1973 (at right, top) and 
March 29, 1978, IKONOS satellite imagery (at right, bottom) shows 
that St. Karapet Monastery was erased by October 7, 2001. On May 
31, 2013, a newly constructed mosque was opened at the former 
monastery site, visible in a 2017 GeoEye image (below).

GEOLOCATION
Situated near Abrakunis 
village, St. Karapet Mon-
astery was 1km north 
of the Yernjak river 
(Ayvazyan 1990: 66-70). 
The monastery's loca-
tion is marked on Soviet 
topographic maps of 
1931 (1:42K scale), 1940 
(1:50K scale), and 1974 
(1:50K scale) (see Time-
line). CHW confirmed 
the monastery's precise 
location using KH-9 
Hexagon satellite imag-
ery dated July 29, 1973 
(at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction
St. Karapet was founded in 1381. It was rebuilt between 1648-49 by the well known 
architect, David. The complex was renovated first in 1653, and again in 1656 (Ayva-
zyan 1990: 66-70; Ayvazyan 1986: 97; Research on Armenian Architecture 2012).

1931

The monastery is marked on the 1:42K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1931 
(Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie, 
XL-38 (Paradasht), 1:42,000).
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1940

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1940 
(Generalnyi shtab RKKA, J-32-38-V (Abra-
kunis), 1:50,000, 1940).

1973 The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

1974

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-V (Bananiyar), 
1:50,000, 1974).

2001 As can be seen in the IKONOS satellite image (above, bottom), the monastery was 
destroyed by October 7, 2001 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2012 Research on Armenian Architecture (2012) publishes the destruction of the monas-
tery using Google Earth imagery.

2013 On May 31, 2013, a newly constructed mosque was opened on the former site of 
the monastery.

2017 The new mosque is visible in the August 11, 2017 GeoEye image at left (Maxar 
Technologies & ESRI).
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SITE INVENTORY

IMAGE GALLERY
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERIES OF ST. KARAPET 
MONASTERY OF ABRAKUNIS

Site N.293
39.13878690N/ 45.63215000E

DESTRUCTION 
Before their destruction, the large cemeteries of St. 
Karapet Monastery of Abrakunis contained 980-1000 
tombstones and funerary cross-stones (khachkars). 
Around 600-610 of these bore Armenian inscriptions. 
Most of the tombstones were disturbed, broken, or par-
tially buried in the earth, while many of the inscriptions 
were eroded (Ayvazyan 1987: 69; Ayvazyan 1986: 100). 
The cemeteries covered three adjacent areas northwest 
Abrakunis. 

The locations of all three cemeteries are marked on 
Soviet topographic maps of the area (see Timeline). The 
eastern and western cemeteries are clearly visible as a 
stippled surfaces on a KH-9 Hexagon satellite image (at 
right and below, top images) from 1973. The northern 
cemetery however, cannot be discerned on the image 
(third page of satellite imagery, top). The cemeteries 
were destroyed by November 11, 2009 (see QuickBird-2 
satellite images at bottom of next 3 pages), their surfac-
es smoothed and graded. Debris piles are visible near 
the base of the eastern and northern cemeteries.

GEOLOCATION
Situated approximately 300-350m 
to the north of St. Karapet Mon-
astery (N.287), the cemeteries 
were located on three hills in the 
northwestern part of Abrakunis 
(Ayvazyan 1987: 69). The locations 
of these cemeteries are marked 
on Soviet topographic maps of 
1931 (1:42K scale), 1940 (1:50K 
scale), and 1974 (1:50K scale) (see 
Timeline). On the 1:42K map of 
1931, one of the cemeteries is 
marked as an Armenian cemetery. 
Based on the combination of these 
maps, the coordinates of the three 
cemeteries are; 1) 39.1387869N, 
45.63215E, 2) 39.1375589N, 
45.6296928E, 3) 39.1416631N, 
45.6305647E.
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Site N.293: Eastern Cemetery

279



Site N.293: Western Cemetery
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Site N.293: Northern Cemetery
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Use 10th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 100).

1931

The cemeteries are marked on the 1:42K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1931 
(Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie, 
XL-38 (Paradasht), 1:42,000, 1931).

1940

The cemeteries are marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1940 
(Generalnyi shtab RKKA, J-32-38-V (Abra-
kunis), 1:50,000).

1973 The location of the cemeteries, as seen on  KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (pages 
above, top images) dated July 29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).
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1974

The cemeteries are marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-V (Bananiyar), 
1:50,000).

2009
As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satellite images above (bottom), the cemeteries 
were destroyed by November 11, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospa-
tial).

IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF OLD JUGHA Site N.307
38.97398500N/ 45.56582060E

DESTRUCTION 
The famous Cemetery of Old Jugha 
(or Julfa) is the only site in CHW's 
satellite investigation of Nakhchivan 
whose destruction is already well 
known thanks to a number of schol-
ars, activists, and journalists who 
have brought to attention  the inten-
tional eradication of the world's larg-
est medieval Armenian cemetery.

The cemetery was distinctive for its 
iconic khachkars (cross-stones). Ac-
cording to the testimony of the 17th 
century traveler Alexander Rhodes, 
the cemetery contained over 10,000 
khachkars. These elaborately carved 
funerary monuments are a distinc-
tive feature of Armenian cultural 
heritage, inscribed on UNESCO's 
Intangible Cultural Heritage list. The 
construction of a railroad in the late 
19th century destroyed thousands of 
Jugha's 15th and 16th century khach-
kars. By 1903-1904, only 5,000 remained, and by 1915, the cemetery had been reduced to approxi-
mately 2,300 khachkars. Around 2,000 khachkars were still standing when historian Argam Ayvazyan 
surveyed the site between 1964-1987. 

The cemetery's extensive field of tombstones is visible as a stippled surface on KH-9 Hexagon im-
agery from 1982 (at right, top). By september 23, 2003, large areas in the southern portion of the 
cemetery had been bulldozed (QuickBird-2 satellite image, see Timeline). Subsequently, between 
December 14-17, 2005, an Armenian priest and a film crew recorded a video from northern Iran that 
documented Azerbaijani soldiers bashing the remaining khachkars with sledgehammers. By May 28, 
2009, the cemetery had been completely destroyed (QuickBird-2 image at right, bottom). Signs of 
scouring are clearly visible in the northern and southern portion of the cemetery.

The media coverage of the destruction of the Old Jugha cemetery has been extensive, with early 
reports in Russian and Armenian news outlets followed by a number of publications in international 
media. Perhaps the earliest English-language report appeared in  Archaeology magazine  by Sarah 
Pickman. In 2007, Simon Maghakyan reported the destruction in  History Today. A series of articles 
appeared in major outlets in 2019, including in  Hyperallergic, The Guardian , and the LA Times. 

To learn more about the Jugha cemetery and its destruction, including academic publications, inter-
national reactions, and more, visit the  Djulfa Virtual Memorial and Museum- created and curated by 
Simon Maghakyan, an activist and researcher who has been at the forefront of efforts to bring the 
destruction of Jugha and other Armenian monuments of Nakhchivan to the world's attention.
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OBSERVATIONS

GEOLOCATION
Spread across three hills adjacent to the Araxes river, the cemetery was located in the western part 
of Old Jugha (Ayvazyan 1986: 103). The cemetery's location is marked on Soviet topographic maps 
of 1940 (1:50K scale), 1941 (1:100K scale), and 1977 (1:50K scale) (see Timeline). CHW confirmed the 
cemetery's precise location using KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated July 12, 1982 (above, top).

TIMELINE

Use The cemetery was used between the 9th and 17th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 103).

1940

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1940 
(Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-
44-A (Julfa), 1:50,000.
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1941

The cemetery is marked on the 1:100K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1941 
(Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 
(Julfa), 1:100,000).

1977

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1977 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-44-A (Julfa), 
1:50,000).

1982
The cemetery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon 
imagery (above, top) dated July 12, 1982 
(DSC1217-200631A018).

1998

According to a 2003 ICOMOS report on 
Heritage at Risk, eywitnesses from the 
Iranian border reported seeing tomb-
stones at the site being excavated by 
a crane and the area being bulldozed 
(Image © ICOMOS 2004).
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sSITE INVENTORY

2003
As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), large sections of 
the cemetery had been destroyed by September 23, 2003. Scars on the surface are 
clearly visible in the satellite image (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2005

From December 14-17, 2005, Azerbaijani 
soldiers destroyed the remaining grave 
stones  at the site and dumped them 
into the Araxes River. The event was 
captured in photos and video by Nshan 
Topouzian, an Armenian Bishop in Iran 
(Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive).

2006

As reported in a 2007 ICOMOS report on 
Heritage at Risk, by early 2006 Azerbaijan 
had installed a firing range on the site 
of the former cemetery, turning it into a 
military zone off limits to observers (Im-
age © Argam Ayvazyan Archive).

2009

As can be seen the second QuickBird-2 satellite image above, the cemetery was 
completely destroyed by May 28, 2009. All of the tombstones had been removed. 
Furthermore, signs of extensive earthmoving such as scouring of the terrain are 
clearly visible in the northern and southern sectors of the cemetery (Maxar Tech-
nologies & East View Geospatial).

2010 The American Association for the Advancement of Science releases its report on 
the destruction of the cemetery, based on high resolution satellite imagery.

2019 The destruction of the Julfa cemetery is reported in Hyperalleric, The Guardian, 
and the LA Times.
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

AMENAPRKICH MONASTERY 
OF OLD JUGHA

Site N.310
38.97754610N/ 45.54818470E

DESTRUCTION 
The Amenaprkitch Monastery of Old Jugha was in ruins 
when historian Argam Ayvazyan documented the site 
between 1964-1987. It consisted of an outer wall, small 
church, porch, refectory, and other associated buildings. 
The church itself was a domed structure with a main apse, 
two vestries, and an entrance on the western side which 
bore an Armenian inscription (Ayvazyan 1984: 27; 1986: 
104; 1990: 63).

The monastery is clearly visible in KH-9 Hexagon images 
from both 1973 (at right, top) and 1982 (see Timeline). A 
QuickBird-2 image of the area captured on September 23, 
2003 (see Timeline) revealed that the monastery's ruins 
were in the process of being destroyed at that time. Exten-
sive damage to the outer wall and other standing structures 
along with signs of earthmoving are clearly visible in the 
satellite image.

A subsequent QuickBird-2 image from May 28, 2009, (at 
right, bottom) shows that erosion at the site had continued 
to degrade the lingering footprint of the destroyed monas-

Situated on a hill, Amenaprkich 
Monastery was located 3km 
northwest of the Cemetery of 
Old Jugha (N.307) (Ayvazyan 
1986: 104; Ayvazyan 1990: 63; 
Ayvazyan 1984: 27). The mon-
astery's location is marked on 
Soviet topographic maps of 
1940 (1:50K scale), 1941 (1:100K 
scale), and 1977 (1:50K scale) 
(see Timeline). CHW confirmed 
the monastery's precise location 
using KH-9 Hexagon satellite 
imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at 
right, top).

GEOLOCATION
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Use
According to an encyclical concerning a land donation in A.D. 976, the monastery 
was constructed in the 9th or 10th century (Ayvazyan 1986: 104; Ayvazyan, 1990: 
63; Ayvazyan 1984: 27).

1940

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1940 
(Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-
44-A (Julfa), 1:50,000).

1941

The monastery is marked on the 1:100K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1941 
(Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 
(Julfa)).

1973 The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon imagery (D3C1206-100170F021) dated 
July 29, 1973 (above, top).
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1977

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1977 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-44-A (Julfa), 
1:50,000).

1982
The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexa-
gon satellite imagery dated July 12, 1982 
(DSC1217-200631A018).

2003

As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 satel-
lite image at right, the monastery's ruins 
were in the process of being destroyed 
(Maxar Technologies & East View Geo-
spatial, September 23, 2003).

2009
As shown in a QuickBird-2 satellite image (above, bottom), erosion at the site had 
continued to degrade the lingering footprint of the destroyed monastery (Maxar 
Technologies & East View Geospatial).
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SITE INVENTORY

IMAGE GALLERY
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Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF AMENAPRKICH 
MONASTERY OF OLD JUGHA

Site N.312
38.97675530N/ 45.54810250E

DESTRUCTION 

GEOLOCATION

When historian Argam Ayvazyan surveyed the site between 1964-1987, the Cemetery of Amenaprkich 
Monastery contained 47 tombstones, including sacred cross-stones (khachkars) (Ayvazyan 1986: 104). 
He documented 42 tombstones with Armenian inscriptions. Some of the khachkars had fallen, a few 
were partially buried in the ground, while others had their inscriptions and reliefs eroded or effaced.

The area of the cemetery is visible in a 1982 KH-9 Hexagon image (right, top). By September 23, 2003, 
however, the cemetery had been destroyed (see QuickBird-2 image at right, bottom).

The cemetery was located approximately 100m south of Amenaprkich Monastery (N.310) in Old 
Jugha (Ayvazyan 1986: 104). The cemetery's precise location is marked on Soviet topographic maps 
of 1941 (1:100K scale) and 1977 (1:50K scale) (see Timeline). CHW confirmed the cemetery's precise 
location using KH-9 Hexagon imagery dated July 12, 1982 (at right, top).

TIMELINE

Use The cemetery was used between the 13th to 17th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 104).

1941 The cemetery is marked on the 1:100K scale Soviet topographic map of 1941 (Gen-
eralnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 (Julfa), 1941).

1977

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1977 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-44-A (Julfa), 
1:50,000).

1982 The location of the cemetery is seen on a KH-9 Hexagon image (at right, top) dated 
July 12, 1982 (DSC1217-200631A018).

2003
As can be seen on the QuickBird-2 satellite image at right (bottom), the cemetery 
had been destroyed by September 23, 2003 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geo-
spatial).

296



297



SITE INVENTORY

ST. ASTVATSATSIN MONASTERY 
OF OLD JUGHA (JULFA)

Site N.317
38.97909170N/ 45.58311720E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
This medieval monastery of Old Jugha was 
in ruins when historian Argam Ayvazyan 
documented the site between 1964-1987 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 105-106). The cruciform 
domed basilica had a semicircular apse 
and an entrance on the western facade.

The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon 
imagery from 1973 (at right, top) and 1982. 
By September 23, 2003, the monastery's 
ruins had been partially destroyed (see 
QuickBird-2 image below). The remaining 
ruins had been cleared from the site by 
May 28, 2009 (see QuickBird-2 image at 
right, bottom) 
 

St. Astvatsatsin Monastery was located 
near the gates of Old Jugha, approximately 
300-350m away from the village (Ayvazyan 
1986: 105-106). The monastery's location 
is marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet topo-
graphic map of 1977 (see Timeline). CHW 
confirmed the monastery's precise location 
using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dat-
ed July 29, 1973 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction
The monastery was constructed in 
the12th or 13th century (Ayvazyan 1986: 
105-106).

1973
The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexa-
gon satellite imagery (above, top) dated 
July 29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170F021).

1977

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1977 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-44-A (Julfa), 
1:50,000).
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2003

As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 image 
to the left, the monastery's ruins had 
been partially destroyed by September 
23, 2003 (Maxar Technologies & East 
View Geospatial). The complex's founda-
tions are clearly visible in the image.

2009

As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 image 
(above, bottom), the remaining ruins of 
the monastery had been cleared by May 
28, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East 
View Geospatial).
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SITE INVENTORY

POMPLOZ CHURCH OF OLD JUGHA (JULFA) Site N.319
38.97926360N/ 45.57055440E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
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Pomploz Church of Old Jugha was still 
standing when historian Argam Ayvazyan 
documented the site in the course of his 
fieldwork (1964-1987). It was a single-naved 
domed structure with a semi-circular apse 
and entrance in the west. Armenian in-
scriptions adorned the western and north-
ern facades (Ayvazyan 1984: 31; 1986: 106). 
The small church is visible on KH-9 Hexa-
gon imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, 
top). 

The single-naved domed basilica with 
Armenian inscriptions on the western and 
northern facades (see Image Gallery) was 
destroyed some time soon before Sep-
tember 23, 2003 (see QuickBird-2 image 
at right, bottom). Signs of earthmoving, 
including scouring of the terrain are clearly 
visible in the satellite image. 

Situated on a hill near the banks of the 
Araxes river, the Pomploz Chuch was 
located approximately 300m northwest 
of the main caravanserai in Old Jugha 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 106; Ayvazyan 1984: 31). 
The church's location is marked on Soviet 
topographic maps of 1940 (1:50K scale) 
and 1941 (1:100K scale) (see Timeline). 
CHW confirmed the church's precise loca-
tion using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery 
dated July 29, 1973 (right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction

The church was founded in the 12th or 
13th  century. It was subsequently re-
stored in the 15th or 16th century (Ayva-
zyan 1986: 106; Ayvazyan 1984: 31). 

1940

Pomploz church is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1940 
(Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-
44-A (Julfa), 1:50,000).

1941

The church is marked on the 1:100K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1941 
(Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 
(Julfa), 1:100,000).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 29, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170F021).

2003
As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 image (above, bottom), the church was destroyed 
by September 23, 2003 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). Scars on the 
terrain visible in the satellite image suggest relatively recent earthmoving.
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF POMPLOZ CHURCH 
OF OLD JUGHA (JULFA)

Site N.319_1
38.97867470N / 45.57059670E

DESTRUCTION 

GEOLOCATION

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

Little is known about the Cemetery of 
Pomploz Church of Old Jugha, but it is 
mentioned in one of the works of histori-
an Argam Ayvazyan (1984: 31) and is also 
marked on Soviet topographic maps of the 
1940s.

Stones are still visible on the cemetery 
terrain in a September 23, 2003 QuickBird 
image (at right, top) even though the as-
sociated church (N.319) had already been 
destroyed. But by the time of a subsequent 
May 28, 2009, QuickBird image (at right, 
bottom), the cemetery had been erased 
with signs of scouring at the site still visible.

The cemetery was located 5m south of the Pomploz Church (N.319) in Old Jugha. It is marked on the 
1:50K Soviet topographic map of 1940 and the 1:100K map of 1941 (see Timeline).

306

TIMELINE

Use 16th or 17th centuries (Ayvazyan 1984: 31).

1940
The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map of 1940 
(see Timeline for N.319 above; Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44-A (Julfa), 
1:50,000).

1941
The cemetery is marked on the 1:100K scale Soviet topographic map of 1941 
(see Timeline for N.319 above; Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 (Julfa), 
1:100,000).

2003 The cemetery is visible on the 2003 QuickBird image at right (top).

2009 The cemetery was destroyed between 2003 and 2009 when the QuickBird image at 
right (bottom) shows the former cemetery's now-vacant, scoured terrain.
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SITE INVENTORY

Construction

The church was founded in the 12th or 
13th  century. It was subsequently re-
stored in the 15th or 16th century (Ayva-
zyan 1986: 106; Ayvazyan 1984: 31). 

1940

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1940 (Gen-
eralnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44-A 
(Julfa), 1:50,000).

1941

The church is marked on the 1:100K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1941 
(Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 
(Julfa), 1:100,000).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 29, 
1973 (D3C1206-100170F021).

2003

As can be seen in a QuickBird-2 image (above, bottom), the church was destroyed 
by September 23, 2003 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). Signs of 
earthmoving, such as scouring of the terrain are clearly visible in the satellite im-
age.
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. GEVORG CHURCH OF JUGHA 
(JULFA) VILLAGE

Site N.323a
38.98040610N/ 45.58502500E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
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St. Gevorg Church of Jugha (Julfa) was still 
standing when historian Argam Ayvazyan 
documented the site in the course of his 
fieldwork in Nakhchivan (1964-1987), but 
its roof and upper walls were already 
destroyed. St. Gevorg was a single nave 
structure with a wooden roof, semicircular 
apse, and entrance on the south facade 
(see Image Gallery). Armenian inscriptions 
adorned the bema and the western facade 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 107-108).

The church was visibly intact in 1982 when 
a KH-9 Hexagon image was captured (at 
right, top). By 2003, the condition of the 
site had substantially deteriorated (see 
QuickBird-2 image in the Timeline below). 
And by May 28, 2009, the church had been 
completely destroyed (see QuickBird-2 im-
age at right, bottom). Signs of earthmoving, 
including large piles of bulldozed debris, 
are clearly visible both on site and in the 
area just southwest of the red enclosing 
box.

St. Gevorg Church was located to the 
south of the Armenian cemetery in the 
northwestern part of Jugha (Julfa) (Ayva-
zyan 1986: 107-108).  CHW confirmed the 
church's precise location using KH-9 Hexa-
gon imagery of July 12, 1982 (right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction According to an Armenian inscription, the church was constructed in 1851 (Ayva-
zyan 1986: 107-108).

1982 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 12, 
1982 (DSC1217-200631A018).

1988 The church appears to be listed as #2613 on the 1988 list of historical and Cultural 
monuments of the Azerbaijan S.S.R.

2003
As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 image above, despite severe deterioration, the 
church's foundations were still visible as of September 23, 2003 (Maxar Technolo-
gies & East View Geospatial).

2009

As can be seen in the QuickBird-2 image (previous page, bottom), the church was 
erased by May 28, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). Signs of 
earthmoving, including scouring of the terrain, are clearly visible in the satellite 
image. Additionally, debris piles are visible both on site and southwest of the red 
enclosing box.
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF JUGHA (JULFA) VILLAGE Site N.323b
38.98100220N / 45.58525140E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
There were 315-320 tombstones (including 
khachkars) at the Cemetery of Jugha (Julfa) 
Village when historian Argam Ayvazyan (pic-
tured above; 1986: 108) surveyed the site 
in the course of his fieldwork in Nakhchivan 
(1964-1987). Approximately 185 of them 
bore Armenian inscriptions. Some of the 
tombstones had been turned over. 

Although attested in numerous cartographic 
sources (see Timeline), the cemetery is not 
clearly visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite 
images from 1973 or 1982 (at right, top). But 
while the tombstones are not discernible, 
the mottled surface indicates some hetero-
geneity of terrain at the site. By contrast, 
a September 23, 2003 QuickBird image (at 
right, bottom) shows only flattened, homo-
geneous terrain, indicating the removal of 
the cemetery.

The cemetery was located to the north of 
St. Gevorg Church (N.323a) in Jugha (Ayva-
zyan 1986: 108). The cemetery's location is 
marked on Soviet topographic maps of 1940 
(1:50K scale) and 1941 (1:100K scale) (see 
Timeline). CHW confirmed the cemetery's 
precise location using KH-9 Hexagon imag-
ery from July 29, 1973, and July 12, 1982 (at 
right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

Use 19th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 108).

1940

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1940 
(Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-
44-A (Julfa)).

1941

The cemetery is marked on the 1:100K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1941 
(Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 
(Julfa), 1:100,000).

1973 The location of the cemetery was captured in a KH-9 Hexagon satellite image 
(above, top) dated July 12, 1982 (D3C1206-100170A021).

2003 The cemetery was destroyed by September 23, 2003, as seen on the QuickBird 
satellite image above (bottom; Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

TIMELINE
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IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. STEPANOS OR KARMIR MONASTERY 
OF ASTAPAT

Site N.328
39.08520420N / 45.40312500E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
Of the many medieval churches and monasteries in As-
tapat, only St. Stepanos or Karmir Monastery was still 
standing when historian Argam Ayvazyan surveyed the 
town during his fieldwork in Nakhchivan (1964-1987). At 
that time, the dome, upper sections of walls, southwest-
ern section of the roof, porch wall, and several associated 
structures had collapsed. Perched atop a rocky hill, the 
domed structure had a five-sided apse, two vestries, and 
a hall (see Image Gallery). A lower level beneath the bema 
stored manuscripts and relics. Wall paintings and Armenian 
inscriptions decorated the interior, while on the doorway's 
exterior, two khachkars were set into the walls (one dated 
977) and reliefs adorned the tympanum (Ayvazyan 1986: 
111; 1987: 88; 1990: 92-94). 

Clearly visible in KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery from July 
29, 1973 (at right, top) and March 29, 1978, the monastery 
had been demolished by August 26, 2003, according to the 
QuickBird-2 image at right (bottom). Scouring of the terrain 

Situated on a rocky hill with 
an elevation of 60m, St. Ste-
panos Monastery was located 
near Astapat village (Ayvazyan 
1986: 111). The monastery's 
location is marked on Soviet 
topographic maps of 1933 
(1:42K scale), 1940 (1:50K 
scale), and 1941 (1:100K 
scale). CHW confirmed the 
monastery's precise location 
using KH-9 Hexagon satellite 
imagery dated July 29, 1973 
(at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

Construction
Founded in the 7th century, according to literary sources; mentioned in an encyc-
lical of Catholicos Khachik I in 976; renovated in the 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th (twice), 
18th, and 19th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 111; 1987: 88; 1990: 92-94).

1933

The monastery is marked on the 1:42K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1933 
(Upravlenie voennykh topografov, XL-
XLI-37 (Tazakend), 1:42,000).

1940

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1940 
(Generalnyi shtab RKKA, J-38-31-G (Ne-
gram), 1:50,000).

1941

The monastery is marked on the 1:100K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1941 
(Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-31 
(Nakhichevan), 1:100,000).

TIMELINE
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IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

1973 The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (D3C1206-100170A021) 
dated July 29, 1973 (above, top).

2003
The monastery was destroyed by August 26, 2003, when the QuickBird-2 satellite 
captured the image above (bottom). Scars visible on the site testify to relatively 
recent large-scale earthmoving.
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. GEVORG CHURCH OF 
NAKHICHEVAN

Site N.335
39.20893920N / 45.40650720E

DESTRUCTION & REUSE GEOLOCATION
St. Gevorg Church of Nakhichevan was 
well preserved when historian Argam 
Ayvazyan documented the structure 
in the course of his fieldwork (1964-
1987). The cruciform structure was 
topped with an elaborate dome, and 
decorative reliefs adorned the arches of 
the entryway and the windows. Arme-
nian inscriptions existed in the interior 
and on the eastern facade (Ayvazyan 
1986: 113; 1990: 92).

The church can be clearly seen intact 
in a KH-9 Hexagon image from July 29, 
1973 (at right, top). By March 12, 2005, 
the church has been removed (see 
IKONOS image at right, bottom) and a 
large, new structure built in its place.

St. Gevorg Church was located in the 
central part of Nakhchivan city (Ayva-
zyan 1986: 113). The church's location 
is marked on the 1:50K scale and 1:10K 
scale Soviet topographic maps of 1977 
and 1990, respectively (see Timeline). 
CHW confirmed the church's precise 
location using KH-9 Hexagon satellite 
imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, 
top).
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SITE INVENTORY

Construction Built in 1869 (Ayvazyan 1986: 113; 1990: 92).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (D3C1206-100170A020) 
dated July 29, 1973.

1977

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1977 (Gen-
eralnyi shtab, J-38-31-B (Nakchichevan), 
1:50,000).

1990

The church is marked on the 1:10K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1990 Gen-
eralnyi shtab, J-38-31 (Nakchichevan), 
1:10,000).

2005 The church had been destroyed by March 12, 2005, and a new large structure built 
in its place (see above, bottom; Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

TIMELINE
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IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

NEW ARMENIAN CEMETERY 
OF NAKHCHIVAN

Site N.337
39.22155080N / 45.40128860E

DESTRUCTION & REUSE GEOLOCATION
The New Armenian Cemetery of Nakhchivan contained 
between 1000 and 1020 tombstones when historian Argam 
Ayvazyan (1986: 114) surveyed the site in the course of his 
fieldwork in Nakhchivan (1964-1987). Approximately 400-410 
bore Armenian inscriptions. Some of the tombstones were 
disturbed.

This very large cemetery is clearly visible on a KH-9 Hexa-
gon image of July 29, 1973 (at right, top). The cemetery was 
C-shaped, set atop ridges surrounding a small depression. 
Also clearly visible is the cemetery's erasure. The IKONOS im-
age at right (bottom) shows the site on March 12, 2005. Deep 
furrows have been cut into the cemetery and a wide swath 
near the center has been graded. The scars on the terrain 
are fresh, suggesting destruction was relatively recent at the 
time the image was captured. A truck parks atop the now 
destroyed cemetery. 

According to imagery available from Google Earth, by 2013 
construction had begun at the site for a new Flag Square and 
Museum to be built atop the Armenian cemetery. The new 
monument opened on November 17, 2014 and is visible in 
subsequent imagery, including the September 7, 2021 Worl-
dView-2 image below.

Situated on high ground, the New 
Armenian Cemetery was located 
to the northwest of Nakhchivan 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 114).  The cem-
etery's location is marked on 
Soviet topographic maps of 1940 
(1:42K scale and 1:50K scale), 1941 
(1:100K scale), and 1990 (1:10K 
scale) (see Timeline). The 1:42K 
scale map of 1940 marks this cem-
etery as an Armenian cemetery, 
while the 1:50K scale map of 1940 
and the 1:50K scale map of 1941 
mark it as a Christian cemetery. 
The area of the cemetery is fur-
ther confirmed by the 1:10K scale 
map of 1990 (see Timeline). CHW 
confirmed the cemetery's precise 
location using KH-9 Hexagon (at 
right, top).

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

Use 18th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 114).

1940

The cemetery is marked on the 1:42K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1940 
(Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, XXX-
IX-37 (Nakhichevan), 1:42,000).

1940 The cemetery is also marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map of 1940 
(Generalnyi shtab RKKA, J-38-31-B (Nakhichevan), 1:50,000).

TIMELINE
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1941

The cemetery is marked on the 1:100K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1941 
(Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-31 
(Nakhichevan), 1:100,000).

1973 The cemetery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 
29, 1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

1990

The cemetery is marked on the 1:10K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1990 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-31 (Nakchiche-
van), 1:10,000).

2005 The cemetery was destroyed before the acquisition of the IKONOS image above 
(bottom) on March 12, 2005 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2014 The State Flag Square and Museum, built atop the Armenian cemetery, opened on 
November 17, 2014.

2021 The State Flag Square and Museum are visible in a WorldView-2 image at left from 
September 7, 2021 (Maxar Technologies & ESRI).
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. ASTVATSATSIN 
CHURCH OF ALIAPAT

Site N.341
39.22742170N / 45.39999140E

DESTRUCTION & REUSE GEOLOCATION
When historian Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 
115; 1990: 96-97) conducted his surveys of 
Nakhchivan (1964-1987), he noted that the 
St. Astvatsatsin Church was still standing 
in the center of Aliapat village. The basilica 
had doorways in the northern and southern 
facades and a delicate polygonal dome that 
sat atop the cruciform roof. Armenian inscrip-
tions could be found on the southern facade.

The church is clearly visible in KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery from July 29, 1973 (at right, 
top). By March 12, 2005, the church had been 
erased (IKONOS image at right, bottom). In 
its place, construction had begun on an Alley 
of Martyrs. Based on Google Earth imagery, 
construction on the Alley of Martyrs appears 
to have been completed by June 2016 (see 
Timeline).

St. Astvatsatsin Church was located 
in the central part of Aliapat village 
(Ayvazyan 1986: 115; 1990: 96-97). 
The church's location is marked on 
the 1:10K and 1:50K scale Soviet topo-
graphic maps of 1977 and 1990, respec-
tively (see Timeline). CHW confirmed 
the church's precise location using KH-9 
Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 29, 
1973 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

Construction Built in the 17th century; renovated in 1887 (Ayvazyan 1986: 115).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (D3C1206-100170A020) 
dated July 29, 1973.

1977

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1977 (Gen-
eralnyi shtab, J-38-31-B (Nakchichevan), 
1:50,000).

1990

The church is marked on the 1:10K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1990 Gen-
eralnyi shtab, J-38-31 (Nakchichevan), 
1:10,000).

2005
The church had been destroyed by March 12, 2005, by which time construction 
had begun on an Alley of Martyrs, as seen in the IKONOS image above (bottom; 
Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2012 The destruction of the church is published by Research on Armenian Architecture 
(2012: 34) using Google Earth satellite imagery.

TIMELINE
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IMAGE GALLERY

2016 GoogleEarth imagery indicates that construction on the Alley of Martyrs was com-
plete by June of 2016.

2021

The WorldView-2 image at right (Max-
ar Technologies & ESRI) shows the site 
of the former church on September 7, 
2021.
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. HRIPSIME CHURCH OF 
KYUL-TAPA

Site N.346
39.27148080N / 45.45498140E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
St. Hripsime Church of Kyul-Tapa was 
well preserved when historian Argam 
Ayvazyan (1986: 116; 1990: 95-96) docu-
mented the site in the course of his 
fieldwork in Nakhchivan (1964-1987). It 
was a four-aisled, three-naved basilica 
with semicircular apse, vestries on ei-
ther side, and an entryway in the north. 
There were Armenian inscriptions on 
the interior and sculptures around the 
entrance. 

The church was intact when captured 
by a KH-9 Hexagon image on July 3, 
1980 (at right, top). By October 24, 
2009, the church had been erased and 
the lot left flattened and vacant (at 
right, bottom).

St. Hripsime Church was located in the 
center of Kyul-Tapa village (Ayvazyan 
1986: 116). The church's location is 
marked on the 1:42K scale Soviet topo-
graphic map of 1940 (see Timeline). 
CHW confirmed its precise location 
using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery 
dated July 29, 1973 and July 3, 1980 (at 
right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

Construction Founded in the 17th century; renovated in the 19th century (Ayvazyan 1986: 116; 
1990: 95-96).

1940

St. Hripsime is marked on the 1:42K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1940 
(Generalnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, XXX-
IX-37 (Nakhichevan), 1:42,000).

1980 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (D3C1216-100138A006) 
dated July 3, 1980.

2011 The church had been removed by October 24, 2009, as is evident in the Quick-
Bird-2 image above (bottom).

TIMELINE
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IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF LENINAPAT Site N.351
39.24928330N / 45.45227280E

DESTRUCTION
When historian Argam Ayvazyan surveyed the Cemetery of Leninapat during his fieldwork in Nakh-
chivan (1964-1987), he recorded 216 tombstones, of which 45 bore Armenian inscriptions. A few of 
the tombstones had been disturbed (Ayvazyan 1986: 117-118).

The cemetery was located in two, non-contiguous plots along the same road (see KH-9 Hexagon 
image right). The southern sector (at right), located on the right side of the road, is visible in a KH-9 
Hexagon image of July 29, 1973 (top) as a mottled surface with some individual tombstone discernible 
as larger dots. By October 24, 2009 (bottom), a Quickbird image shows that the area has been cleared 
and, in the center, plowed as new residences encroached on the territory of the former cemetery. 
Debris piles still remain in the northern part of the plot.

The northern sector of the Cemetery of Leninapat (page 334) was located 200m north along the left 
side of the road. Although marked on a Soviet map (see Timeline) the cemetery is visible in KH-9 
Hexagon imagery (top) only as a mottled surface. But here too, by October 24, 2009, the area of the 
cemetery had been bulldozed according to the QuickBird image of that date (bottom). The earth 
still bears fresh signs of destruction, and the lack of vegetation regrowth suggests the cemetery was 
erased relatively soon before the image was captured.
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SITE INVENTORY
Northern Sector

340



Use 18th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 117-118).

1973
Both areas of the cemetery are visible in the KH-9 Hexagon image (D3C1206-
100170A020) from July 29, 1973 (top of entry and top of two preceding pages). The 
southern sector's tombstones are more discernible than those in the north.

2009

By October 24, 2009, both sectors of the site have been destroyed, based on a 
QuickBird image (two preceding pages, bottom; Maxar Technologies & East View 
Geospatial). In the south, the terrain has been cleared and in parts plowed for 
incorporation into a new household garden. In the north, the area appears to have 
been recently bulldozed with limited regrowth of vegetation.

TIMELINE

GEOLOCATION
The cemetery of Leninapat was located on the right and left sides of the road that leads into Lenina-
pat village. The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K scale maps of 1940 and 1977. Those maps show 
that the cemetery is located at 1) 39.2492833N, 45.4522728E and 2) 39.2518403N, 45.4519336E. The 
northern sector of the cemetery is visible on the KH-9 Hexagon of 1973 only as a mottled surface. The 
southern sector includes features more clearly discernible as tombstones.
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. TOVMA MONASTERY 
OF AZNABERD

Site N.352
39.45203780N / 45.28556190E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
St. Tovma Monastery of Aznaberd was 
in ruins when historian Argam Ayva-
zyan (1986: 118; 1990: 9) documented 
the site in the course of his fieldwork in 
Nakhchivan (1964-1987). The roof and 
upper walls were destroyed, but it was 
possible to discern the overall plan of 
the building, with vaulted hall, semicir-
cular apse, and doorway in the south 
(see Image Gallery). 

The remains of the site were still extant 
in 2001, based on the IKONOS image 
from August 30 at right (top). By July 
15, 2011, the site had been erased (see 
WorldView-1 image at right, bottom). A 
ghostly rectilinear outline of debris is all 
that remains of the historic monastery.

St. Tovma Monastery was situated on 
high ground in the northeastern part 
of Aznaberd (Ayvazyan 1986: 118). 
The monastery is not marked on any 
topographic map, but its location is 
indicated on Vardanyan's 2000 map of 
Aznaberd village (see Timeline). CHW 
confirmed St. Tovma's precise location 
using IKONOS satellite imagery dated 
August 30, 2001 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

IMAGE GALLERY

Construction Founded in the 10th to 12th centuries; renovated in the 17th century (Ayvazyan 
1986: 118).

2000 The monastery is visible on Vardanyan's 
(2000: 8) schematic map of Aznaberd.

2001 The monastery is visible on the IKONOS satellite image (above, top) dated August 
30, 2001 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2011

The monastery was destroyed sometime before July 15, 2011, as can be seen in 
the WorldView-1 satellite image above (bottom) (Maxar Technologies & Google 
Earth). The violence of the destruction can be seen in the penumbra of debris that 
surrounds the former monastery site to the north, west, and east.

TIMELINE
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. GRIGOR CHURCH OF 
AZNABERD

Site N.353
39.44632190N / 45.27952220E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
Nestled in the center of the village of Aznaberd, St. Grigor 
Church was still standing in the late Soviet period. Histo-
rian Argam Ayvazyan reported that as of 1979 part of the 
roof had collapsed and there were cracks in the walls. 
On his return visit in 1983, he noted that the frescoes 
on the southern wall, which were painted in the 18th 
century and restored in 1867, had fallen off. The basilica 
consisted of a nave and two aisles, pentagonal apse, and 
two vestries, with doorways on the western and southern 
facades (see Image Gallery). Armenian inscriptions could 
be seen in the interior and on the southern and western 
facades (Ayvazyan 1986: 118; 1990: 99).

The church is clearly visible in KH-9 Hexagon images from 
1973 (at right, top) and 1980 (see Timeline). In an August 
30, 2001 IKONOS image (at right, bottom), the site ap-
pears to be in the process of being demolished. Parts of 
the western wall appear to still be extant along with parts 
of the foundation. Heaps of debris still litter the former 
church site. By 2011, the area had been cleaned and a 
garden planted (see WorldView-1 image below).

St. Grigor Church was located 
in the central part of Aznab-
erd (Ayvazyan 1986: 118; 1990: 
99).  The church's location is 
marked on the 1:42K scale Soviet 
topographic map of 1931 (see 
Timeline). CHW confirmed the 
church's precise location using 
KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery 
dated July 29, 1973 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

Construction
Founded in the 12th or 13th century (Ayvazyan 1986: 118); rebuilt in the second 
half of the 16th century, according to an Armenian-language building inscription 
(Ayvazyan 1990: 99).

1931

The church is marked on the 1:42K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1931 (Voen-
no-topograficheskoe upravlenie, XXX-
VIII-36 (Karabaglyar).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (D3C1206-100170A019)
dated July 29, 1973 (above, top).

TIMELINE
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

1980 St. Grigor was captured again in a 1980 KH-9 Hexagon image (DSC1216-
100138A006).

2000
The former church site is marked on 
this map of Aznaberd village (Vardanyan 
2000: 8).

2001

Fragments of the church's foundation are still visible in the IKONOS satellite im-
age (above, bottom) from August 30, 2001 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geo-
spatial). The roof and walls have been razed, suggesting this image captured the 
destruction of the church in process.

2011
The last vestiges of the church's structure were destroyed by July 15, 2011. As can 
be seen in the WorldView-1 satellite image at left, a garden and new building have 
been constructed on the former church site.
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. HOVHANNES CHURCH OF 
AZNABERD

Site N.356
39.43862390N / 45.28257670E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
St. Hovhannes Church of Aznaberd was still 
standing in the late Soviet years. According 
to historian Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 119), 
who surveyed the site in the course of his 
fieldwork in Nakhchivan (1964-1987), the 
structure had a single nave with vaulted hall, 
a semicircular apse, and an entrance on the 
northern facade (see Image Gallery).  He also 
documented Armenian inscriptions on the 
northern facade, and ornamentation on the 
bema. 

The church was intact in 2001, its walls 
and well-preserved roof clearly visible in 
an IKONOS satellite image from August of 
that year (at right, top). But by 2011, it had 
been erased and the site cleared, as seen in 
a WorldView-1 image from July 15 (at right, 
bottom). Debris piles still trace the contour 
of the old church's foundations. 

Situated atop "Chomad dar" hill, St. Hov-
hannes Chuch was located southeast of 
Aznaberd village (Ayvazyan 1986: 119). The 
church's location is marked on 1:42K scale 
and 1:50K scale Soviet topographic maps of 
1931 and 1974, respectively (See Timeline). 
CHW confirmed the church's precise location 
using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery of July 
29, 1973 and July 12, 1982, as well as the 
IKONOS image at right from August 30, 2001.

Construction Founded in the 12th or 13th century; renovated in 1651 and again in the 19th cen-
tury (Ayvazyan 1986: 119).

1931

St. Hovhannes is marked on the 1:42K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1931 
(Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie, 
XXXVIII-36 (Karabaglyar), 1:42,000.

TIMELINE
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SITE INVENTORY

1974

The church is marked on the 1:50K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1974 (Gen-
eralnyi shtab, J-38-19-G (Jagri), 1:50,000, 
1974).

2000
The church is marked on the schematic 
map of Aznaberd village (Vardanyan 
2000: 8).

2001 The church is visibly intact in the IKONOS satellite image above (bottom) dated 
August 30, 2001 (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).

2011

The church was destroyed sometime between August 30, 2001 and July 15, 2011, 
when the WorldView-1 satellite captured the image above (bottom) of a now 
vacant plot. Debris piles outline the former foundations (Maxar Technologies & 
Google Earth).
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IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

353



SITE INVENTORY

ST. HAKOB CHAPEL OF AZNABERD Site N.357
39.44777500N / 45.27214890E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

St. Hakob Chapel was in ruins when historian Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 119) surveyed the site in the 
course of his fieldwork in Nakhchivan between 1964 and 1987). This single-nave church with vaulted 
hall had an entrance on the southern facade and a semicircular apse in the east. There were Arme-
nian inscriptions in the interior. 

The ruins of the chapel were intact as of August 30, 2001, when an IKONOS image (at right, top) was 
taken. The chapel was destroyed by July 15, 2011, as shown in the WorldView-1 image at right (bot-
tom).

Perched on the slope of a hill, St. Hakob Chapel was located northwest of Aznaberd village (Ayvazyan 
1986: 119). The chapel's location is marked on Vardanyan's 2000 map of Aznaberd (see Timeline). 
CHW confirmed the chapel's precise location using IKONOS satellite imagery (at right, top).

TIMELINE

Construction Founded in the 12th or 13th century; renovated in the 16th-17th centuries (Ayva-
zyan 1986: 119).

2000 The chapel is marked on Vardanyan's 
(2000: 8) map of Aznaberd village.

2001 St. Hakob is visible on the IKONOS satellite image at right dated August 30, 2001 
(Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). 

2011 The chapel was destroyed by July 15, 2011 based on the WorldView-1 image (right, 
bottom; Maxar Technologies & Google Earth).

IMAGE GALLERY
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF AZNABERD Site N.359
39.44546640N / 45.27353640E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

The Cemetery of Aznaberd contained 460 to 470 tombstones when historian Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 
120) surveyed the site in the course of his fieldwork in Nakhchivan (1964-1987). Armenian inscriptions 
were documented on approximately 320 of the tombstones. Most of the earliest tombstones dating 
to the 17th to 18th centuries had been displaced. 

The cemetery was intact as of August 30, 2001, when the IKONOS satellite captured the image at right 
(top). The WorldView-1 platform captured a subsequent image of the area a decade later (at right, 
bottom) in which the cemetery's tombstones, readily apparent in 2001, are now absent. A line of trees 
has been planted along the pathway between the northern and southern sections of the cemetery 
and columns of disturbed earth appear to have been thrown from the area of planting onto the ter-
rain of the former cemetery's southern sector.

The cemetery was located in the northwestern part of Aznaberd (Ayvazyan 1986: 120).  The ceme-
tery's location is marked on Soviet topographic maps of 1931 (1:42K scale) and 1974 (1:50K scale) (see 
Timeline). CHW confirmed the cemetery's precise location using IKONOS satellite imagery from Au-
gust 30, 2001 (at right, top).

TIMELINE

Use 17th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 120).

1931

The cemetery is marked on the 1:42K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1931 
(Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie, 
XXXVIII-36 (Karabaglyar), 1:42,000).

1974 The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974.

2001 The cemetery is visible on the IKONOS satellite image at right (top), dated August 
30, 2001.

2011 The cemetery's tombstones are no longer visible in a WorldView-1 satellite image 
from July 15, 2011 (at right, bottom).
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ST. HOVHANNES CHURCH 
OF TAMBAT

Site N.367
39.16731330N / 45.42446390E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

St. Hovhannes Church of Tambat had already been a target of 
destruction in the late Soviet period. On one of his visits, historian 
Argam Ayvazyan noted, "a few years ago the western, northern, 
and southern walls of the church were completely razed to the 
ground," but the two-storied bell tower was still standing (Ayva-
zyan 1986: 121-122; 1990: 101). In 1868, a bilingual Armenian and 
Russian school opened in the church.

Clearly visible in KH-9 Hexagon imagery of July 23, 1973 (at right, 
top) and March 29, 1978, by March 12, 2005 (at right, bottom), the 
church had been razed and the vacant plot walled off for reuse as 
a garden.

St. Hovhannes Church was located in the center of Tambat village (Ayvazyan 1986: 121-122).  The 
church's location is marked on 1:42K scale and 1:50K scale Soviet topographic maps of 1933 and 
1977, respectively (see Timeline). CHW confirmed the church's precise location using KH-9 Hexa-
gon satellite imagery of 1973 (at right, top).
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TIMELINE

Construction Founded in the 16th or 17th century; renovated in the 19th century (Ayvazyan 
1986: 121-122; 1990: 101).

1974

St. Hovhanes is marked on the 1:42K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1933 
(Upravlenie voennykh topografov, XL-
XLI-37 (Tazakend), 1:42,000, 1933).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (at right, top) acquired in 
1973 (D3C1206-100170A020).

1977 The church is marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet topographic map of 1977 (General-
nyi shtab, J-38-31-B (Nakchichevan), 1:50,000).

2005
St. Hovhannes was destroyed by March 12, 2005, as seen in the IKONOS satellite 
image at right (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).  The site of the former 
church now lies vacant.
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CEMETERY OF VASAKAKERT Site N.395
39.30988750N / 45.43322780E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

The Cemetery of Vasakakert contained 73 rectangular tombstones and ram-shaped funerary sculp-
tures when historian Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 133) surveyed the site in the course of his fieldwork in 
Nakhchivan (1964-1987). He documented Armenian inscriptions on 31 of them. Some of the tomb-
stones were disturbed.

The area of the cemetery and the stippled signs of tombstones are visible on the KH-9 Hexagon image 
of July 3, 1980 (at right, top). An October 24, 2009 image (at right, bottom) shows the area of the cem-
etery has been bulldozed with new dirt roads cut through it. The lack of vegetation regrowth suggests 
the destruction of the cemetery had occurred relatively recently at the time of the image.

In the 1980s, the cemetery was located near the school of Vasakakert village (39.30971517N, 
45.43458631E; Ayvazyan 1972: 266). On the 1:50K scale map of 1977, there is a large cemetery 
marked in the south of the village near the school, which is also indicated on the map (see Timeline). 
The marking of the cemetery on the map allows CHW to differentiate the area of the cemetery on the 
KH-9 Hexagon of 1973, although it is not clearly visible.

TIMELINE

Use 17th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 133).

1977

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1977 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-31-B (Nakchiche-
van), 1:50,000).

1980 The location of the cemetery is seen on  KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (D3C1216-
100138A006) dated July 3, 1980 (at right, top).

2009 The cemetery was erased by October 24, 2009 (at right, bottom; Maxar Technolo-
gies & East View Geospatial).
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ST. HOVHANNES CHURCH OF 
CHAHUK (JAHRI)

Site N.396
39.34757720N / 45.41392750E

DESTRUCTION & REUSE GEOLOCATION
Although there were cracks in the walls, St. Hovhannes 
Church of Chahuk (Jahri) was still standing when histo-
rian Argam Ayvazyan surveyed the site in the course of 
his fieldwork in Nakhchivan between 1964 and 1987. The 
church had an apse and two vestries, and was entered 
from the south. A tall cupula sat atop the roof, support-
ed by arches and pillars. Armenian inscriptions could be 
found on the southern and western facades (Ayvazyan 
1986: 133; 1987; 1990: 103).

The church is clearly visible in KH-9 Hexagon satellite imag-
ery of 1973 and 1980 (at right, top). By October 24, 2009 (at 
right, bottom), St. Hovhannes had been razed and the site 
graded. The fresh signs of earthmoving activity indicate 
the erasure of the church was relatively recent at the time 
the image was taken. Subsequent satellite images, includ-
ing a GeoEye-1 image from June 24, 2020 (below), show 
the reuse of the area for a large new structure, perhaps a 
municipal government building.

St. Hovhannes Church was 
located in the center of Chahuk 
village (Ayvazyan 1986: 133; 
1987)  The church's location is 
marked on the 1:42K scale and 
1:50K scale Soviet topographic 
maps from 1940 and 1974, re-
spectively (see Timeline). CHW 
confirmed the church's precise 
location using KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery dated July 29, 
1973, and July 3, 1980 (at right, 
top).
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SITE INVENTORY

Construction

Founded in the 12th or 13th century; renovated in the middle of the 17th century 
according to the scribe of a Bible copied in 1640 in Chahuk (now in the Matenada-
ran manuscript library in Yerevan), and again in the 19th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 
133; 1987; 1990: 103).

1940

The church is marked on the 1:42K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1940 (Gen-
eralnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, XXXIX-37 
(Nakhichevan), 1:42,000).

TIMELINE
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

1974

St. Hovhannes is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-19-G (Jagri), 
1:50,000, 1974).

1980 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 3, 
1980 (D3C1216-100138A006).

2009
The church was destroyed by October 24, 2009, when a QuickBird-2 image (above, 
bottom) shows the bulldozed, vacant lot of the former historic church (Maxar Tech-
nologies & East View Geospatial).

2020
According to Google Earth imagery, new construction at the former site of St. Hov-
hannes began in April or May of 2018. By June 24, 2020, a new building occupied 
the site, as seen in the GeoEye-1 image at left (Maxar Technologies & ESRI)
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. KHACH OR KAMU KHACH MONASTERY 
OF SHAMEN (SHADAN)

Site N.417
39.46399140N / 45.50481390E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

St. Khach of Shamen (also known 
as "Kamu Kach", or cross of the 
wind) was a well-known monastic 
complex. Only the church was still 
extant when historian Argam Ayva-
zyan (1986: 137-138; 1990: 108-
109) documented the site in the 
course of his fieldwork in Nakh-
chivan (1964-1987), the refectory, 
auxiliary buildings, and outer wall 
already destroyed. The church was 
in ruins, but Ayvazyan was able to 
draw the plan of the basilica, with 
its rectilinear apse, two vestries, 
and hall (see Image Gallery). There 
were Armenian inscriptions on the 
interior. 

The remains of St. Khach are visible in KH-9 Hexagon images from 1973 and 1980 (the latter image is 
at right, top). But by August 29, 2008 (see WorldView-1 image at right, bottom), the remaining struc-
tures at the site had been razed, with an uneven pile of debris all that remained. 

Situated on the slope of a hill, St. Khach Monastery was located approximately 2-2.5km south of Sha-
da village (Ayvazyan 1986: 137-138). The monastery is not marked on the topographic maps that were 
available to CHW for this investigation, but the building identified on the KH-9 Hexagon of July 29, 
1973 (at right, top), corresponds in its location, dimensions, and condition to Ayvazyan's description of 
the monastery.
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Construction Founded in the 11th or 12th century; renovated in the 15th, 17th and 19th centu-

ries (Ayvazyan 1986: 137-138; 1990: 108-109).

1980 The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (D3C1216-100138A005) 
dated July 3, 1980 (above, top).

2008
The monastery was destroyed by July 29, 2008, as seen in the satellite image 
above. The site lies vacant except for a pile of debris (Maxar Technologies & East 
View Geospatial).

TIMELINE
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. ASTVATSATSIN MONASTERY 
OF OTSOP

Site N.418
39.45274360N / 45.53782670E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
St. Astvatsatsin of Otsop was a major medieval mo-
nastic center. A colophon of a gospel copied here 
in 1292 records that the monastery had a sizable 
congregation and was the seat of an Armenian 
bishop (Ayvazyan 1986: 138; 1990: 109-110). When 
historian Argam Ayvazyan surveyed the site in the 
course of his fieldwork in Nakhchivan, the only 
standing building of the monastic complex was the 
church. The basilica had a rounded dome, apse, 
two vestries, and a hall, and was accessed through 
doorways on the western and southern sides (see 
Image Gallery). Armenian inscriptions could be 
found on interior walls and on the dome. The inte-
rior southern facade was also adorned with relief 
sculptures, as were the doorways.

The church of the monastery of St. Astvatsatsin 
is clearly visible as a largely intact structure on 
KH-9 Hexagon images for both 1973 and 1980 (at 
right, top). By July 28, 2008 (at right, bottom), the 
structure had been demolished and the site visibly 
bulldozed. The lack of vegetation regrowth atop the 
piles of debris suggests the destruction event was 
still relatively recent at the time of image capture.

St. Astvatsatsin Monastery was locat-
ed approximately 600-700m east of 
Badamly village (Ayvazyan 1986: 138). 
The monastery's precise location is 
marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet 
topographic map of 1974 (see Time-
line). CHW confirmed the monastery's 
precise location using KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 
(at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

IMAGE GALLERY

Construction Founded in the 12th or 13th century; renovated in 1610 and 1651-71 (Ayvazyan 
1986: 138; 1990: 109-110).

1974

The monastery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-20-V (Shahbuz), 
1:50,000).

1980 St. Astvatsatsin is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (D3C1216-100138A005) 
dated July 3, 1980 (above, top).

1988 The monastery is listed on the 1988 list of Historical and Cultural Monuments of 
the Azerbaijan S.S.R. as #2857.

2008
The monastery was destroyed soon before July 28, 2008 (see GeoEye satellite im-
age above, bottom). As can be seen in the image, recent piles of bulldozed debris 
occupy the site of the former monastery.
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF ST. ASTVATSATSIN 
MONASTERY OF OTSOP

Site N.419
39.45252920N / 45.538010000E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

When historian Argam Ayvazyan 
(1986: 138-139) surveyed the 
Cemetery of St. Astvatsatsin Mon-
astery of Otsop during his field-
work in Nakhchivan, he counted 
140 tombstones of various type, 
including sacred funerary cross-
stones, or khachkars. Of these, 
26 bore Armenian inscriptions. 
Many of the tombstones were 
disturbed, fallen, or broken, while 
the inscriptions were eroded or 
covered with moss. 

The cemetery is not discernible in KH-9 Hexagon imagery from either 1973 or 1980 (at right, top), 
although the monastery is clearly visible and so the cemetery's location is easy to pinpoint. A July 28, 
2008, WorldView-1 satellite image (at right, bottom) shows the violent erasure of the cemetery along 
with the demolition of the monastery. The entire area has been bulldozed with piles of debris strewn 
across the site. The lack of vegetation regrowth in the area suggests destruction was relatively soon 
before the image was taken.

The cemetery is located south of St. Astvatsatsin Monastery of Otsop, on a slope Ayvazyan (1986: 138-
139; 1987: 324). It is not marked on cartographic sources, but the cemetery is visible in some of the 
photographs of the monastery, allowing for its precise geolocation.

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

Use 12th to 18th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 138-139).

1980 A KH-9 Hexagon image (D3C1216-100138A005) from July 3, 1980 provides a base-
line image of the cemetery area and adjacent monastery.

2008
By July 28, 2008, the cemetery and adjacent monastery had been destroyed, based 
on the WorldView-1 image above (bottom). The lack of vegetation regrowth sug-
gests the demolition had been relatively recent.

TIMELINE

IMAGE GALLERY
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SITE INVENTORY

"ZHAM" CHURCH OF OTSOP Site N.420
39.44936360N / 45.53376610E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

The "Zham" Church of Otsop was well 
preserved when historian Argam Ayva-
zyan (1986: 139; 1987: 105) document-
ed the site in the course of his surveys 
in Nakhchivan (1964-1987). It was a 
single-naved church with apse, vestries, 
and hall, and with an entryway in the 
western facade that bore an Armenian 
inscription. Although originally a vaulted 
structure, after renovations the church 
was given a flat roof. A structure fitting 
this description is visible in the KH-9 
Hexagon image of the village from July 
29, 1973 (at right, top).

The destruction of the "Zham" Church of Otsop is difficult to demonstrate because there is no sat-
ellite imagery available for this region of Nakhchivan before 2009. Yet by 2009 a new building had 
already been erected on the plot of the former church. Indeed, an August 2009 QuickBird-2 satellite 
imagery (at right, bottom) shows that the entire neighborhood where the church once stood has 
been entirely rebuilt with new structures. The new building that occupies the plot of the former 
church differs from the historic church in its dimensions and orientation. A careful examination of 
the images at right shows conclusively that these are not the same structures. The church had been 
destroyed well before August 26, 2009.

The "Zham" Church of Otsop is not marked on any of the maps that were available to CHW for this 
investigation and thus its geolocation required careful cross-referencing of Argam Ayvazyan's descrip-
tion of its location with the available photographs. Ayvazyan (1986: 139; 1987: 105) notes that the 
church is located in the southeastern part of Otsop. This is the area captured by the satellite images 
at right. The photographs of the church make clear that the structure was built adjacent to the slope 
of a hill (as is also mentioned by Ayvazyan) and has an east-west extension. Ayvazyan notes that the 
entrance is in the western facade. Thus, the photograph above was taken from the west, given that 
the doorway is visible. In his site inventory list, Ayvazyan (1986: 139) lists a group of 6 khachkars locat-
ed 50-60m northeast of this church, on the slope of the mount. In another work, Ayvazyan (1987: 105) 
notes that the group of khachkars is located 30-40m northeast of the church. There are photographs 
of the khachkars that allow us to understand their approximate location (see Image Gallery). Accord-
ing to those photos, the group of khachkars is located approximately at 39.44991896N, 45.53434429E. 
Some 60-70m to the southwest of the latter location, there is a building that closely corresponds to 
"Zham" of Otsop, with its orientation, flat roof, and clearing in front of the western facade. The build-
ing is marked on the Hexagon image at right. Further confirmation that this structure is the "Zham" 
Church of Otsop is provided by a black-and-white photo providing a frontal view of the western 
facade (see Image Gallery). On the left side of the photograph, the corner of the roof of a building is 
visible. That roof corner is the southwestern corner of the building to the northeast of the structure 
that we have identified as the "Zham" Church of Otsop.
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SITE INVENTORY

IMAGE GALLERY

Construction Founded in 1195; renovated between the 16th and 18th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 
139).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (D3C1206-100170A018) 
dated July 29, 1973.

2009
The church had been destroyed by August 26, 2009, and a new structure built in 
its place, based on the QuickBird image above (bottom; Maxar Technologies & East 
View Geospatial).

TIMELINE
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF OTSOP Site N.423
39.45315140N / 45.52958560E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
In his survey of the sites of Nakhchivan 
(1964-1987), historian Argam Ayvazyan 
(1986: 141) documented 700 to 730 tomb-
stones at the Cemetery of Otsop, including 
cross-stones (khachkars) and ram-shaped 
funerary sculptures. Approximately 240-245 
bore Armenian inscriptions, but many of the 
oldest tombstones were eroded, while the 
khachkars and ram-shaped sculptures had 
either toppled or were broken.

Tombstones within the confines of the cem-
etery are visible on the 1980 KH-9 Hexagon 
image at right (top), especially in the south-
ern sector. By August 26, 2009, the tomb-
stones are no longer visible in the Quick-
Bird-2 image at right (bottom), despite the 
higher quality of the image. There are traces 
on the terrain of ground clearance activity, 
such as the long southwest-northeast trend-
ing berms running through the northern half 
of the red box. 

The cemetery was located in the northwest-
ern part of Otsop (Ayvazyan 1986: 141).  The 
cemetery's location is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 (see 
Timeline). The area of the cemetery is possi-
ble to discern on the KH-9 Hexagon of July 3, 
1980 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

Use 10th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 141).

1974

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-20-V (Shahbuz), 
1:50,000).

1980 The cemetery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (D3C1216-100138A005) 
dated July 3, 1980 (above, top).

2009 The cemetery was destroyed before August 26, 2009, when the QuickBird image 
above (top) shows a vacant plot (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF SHAHAPUNIK Site N.428
39.37884013N / 45.57288740E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
In his survey of the historic sites of Nakh-
chivan, historian Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 
141) documented 300 tombstones at the 
Cemetery of Shahapunik, including cross-
stones (khachkars) and ram-shaped funerary 
sculptures. Many were partially buried in the 
ground, or had their Armenian inscriptions 
eroded or effaced. 

The Soviet topographic map of 1984 shows 
this cemetery divided into two adjacent 
areas. Both areas are visible in a KH-9 Hexa-
gon image of July 29, 1973 (at right, top), 
although no tombstones are discernible. By 
August 26, 2009, there is evidence of earth-
moving in the area, especially in the north-
ern sector (see QuickBird-2 image at right, 
bottom). There, a rectangular bulldozer 
scar is visible in the northern corner of the 
red box along with other tracks in the area. 
Disturbance is more difficult to see in the 
southern sector, but no evidence of a surviv-
ing cemetery is visible in the image.

The modern Shahbuzkend village is partly 
located on the territory of the former Shaha-
punik village. There are several cemeteries 
in and around the former Shahapunik village 
marked on the 1:50K scale topographic map 
of 1974 (see Timeline). The cemetery men-
tioned by Ayvazyan corresponds to the one 
located in the south of the modern Shahbuz-
kend village. Photographs taken from this 
cemetery confirm its location. Details of the 
cemetery are not clearly visible on the KH-9 
Hexagon of 1973 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

Use 10th to 18th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 141).

1973 The location of the cemetery, as seen on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery 
(D3C1206-100170A019 ) dated July 29, 1973 (above, top).

1974

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-20-V (Shakhbuz), 
1:50,000).

2009

In an August 26, 2009, QuickBird image (above, bottom), there is evidence of earth-
moving in the northern sector of the site. The fate of the southern sector is less 
clear, but the area appears to be vacant. (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospa-
tial).
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IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. GRIGOR CHURCH OF 
KYOLK (KYULUS)

Site N.431
39.36242560N / 45.65928110E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
St. Grigor Church was still standing in the 
late Soviet period, when historian Argam 
Ayvazyan surveyed the site during his field-
work in Nakhchivan between 1964 and 1987. 
The basilica consisted of two aisles and a 
nave, an apse, two vestries, and a hall. Entry-
ways were on the west and south. Armenian 
inscriptions could be found on the interior. 
The distinctive roof, with a curved form that 
gives the impression of a dome, is charac-
teristic of the Persian-Armenian community 
of Isfahan, one of a few churches in Nakh-
chivan with this form (Ayvazyan 1986: 142; 
1990: 11-112).

The intact church is clearly visible in KH-9 
Hexagon images from 1973 and 1980 (at 
right, top). According to a QuickBird image 
from November 11, 2009 (at right, bottom), 
the church had been erased and the old 
roadway had been built up and paved. The 
church site was left vacant, except for two 
small new structures built atop the cleared 
earth. 

St. Grigor Church was located in the south-
western part of Kyolk (Ayvazyan 1986: 142).  
The church's location is marked on the 1:50K 
Soviet topographic map of 1974 (see Time-
line). CHW confirmed the church's precise 
location using KH-9 Hexagon satellite imag-
ery dated July 3, 1980 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

IMAGE GALLERY

Construction Founded in the 13th or 14th century; Armenian inscriptions testify to renovations 
in 1657 (Ayvazyan 1986: 142; 1990: 11-112).

1974

The church is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-20-V (Shakhbuz), 
1:50,000).

1980 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery dated July 3, 1980 
(D3C1216-100138A006).

2009 The church was destroyed by November 11, 2009, as seen in the QuickBird image 
above, bottom (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial).
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. KHACH MONASTERY OF AGARAK
Site N.435

39.37282750N / 45.68936530E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
St. Khach Monastery of Agarak had already 
been a target of destruction in the late 
Soviet period. Historian Argam Ayvazyan, 
who conducted surveys in Nakhchivan from 
1964 to 1987, noted that the structure was 
still standing in 1978, albeit in a dilapidated 
condition, but by his later visit in the 1980s it 
had been reduced to rubble. St. Khach was 
a single nave structure with a vaulted hall, 
semicircular apse with vestries on either 
side, and entrance in the west (see Image 
Gallery). There were Armenian inscriptions 
in the interior. Surrounding the church were 
auxiliary monastic buildings and an outer 
wall, which were in ruins by the late Soviet 
years (Ayvazyan 1986: 143; 1990: 110-111). 

The structure was still standing in 1973 in a 
July KH-9 Hexagon satellite image (at right, 
top) and is in much the same condition in a 
1980 Hexagon. But by November 11, 2009 
(at right, bottom), the remains of the mon-
astery had been erased. The former church 
site bears faded signs of scouring and earth-
moving, although the regrowth of vegetation 
suggests the dismantling of the site was at 

Situated on a terrace on the slope of a hill, 
St. Khach Monastery was located approx-
imately 500-600m northwest of Agarak, a 
village abandoned in 1825 (Ayvazyan 1986: 
143). Agarak was situated some 2km north 
of present day Kulus. The monastery's 
precise location is marked on the 1:210K 
scale (5 verst scale) Soviet topographic map 
of 1941 (see Timeline), where it is labeled 
"church ruins". CHW confirmed the monas-
tery's precise location using KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, 
top).
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SITE INVENTORY

IMAGE GALLERY

Construction Founded in the 10th or 11th century; renovated in 1451 and again in 1600 (Ayva-
zyan 1986: 143; 1990: 110-111).

1941

St. Khach is marked on the 1:210K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1941 (Gener-
alnyi Shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-9 (Shusha), 
1:210,000).

1973 The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (D3C1206-100170A019) 
dated July 29, 1973.

2009

St. Khach was destroyed by November 11, 2009 (see QuickBird-2 image above, 
bottom; Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). Signs of scouring and earth-
moving remain visible in the image but vegetation regrowth suggests it was a few 
years since the monastery's destruction.
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF BABONK
Site N.438

39.41288420N / 45.59629890E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
When historian Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 144) 
surveyed the Cemetery of Babonk in the 
course of his fieldwork in Nakhchivan (1964-
1987), he counted 112 tombstones (includ-
ing khachkars), of which 31 bore Armenian 
inscriptions. The oldest tombstones and 
khachkars had fallen, and in some cases 
their inscriptions were eroded.

In a 1980 KH-9 Hexagon image (right, top), 
the area of Babonk Cemetery is discernible 
as a mottled surface with several stone 
monuments visible on the speckled terrain, 
especially in the eastern half. By the time of 
a July 29, 2008 satellite image (right, bottom), 
extensive road construction had levelled the 
northwestern section of the cemetery. The 
remaining southeastern section of the ceme-
tery shows signs of extensive earthmoving 
and the tombstones visible in the 1980 
Hexagon image are no longer visible.

According to Ayvazyan's (1986: 144) invento-
ry list, this cemetery was located 700-800m 
east of the village, on the left side of the 
road that leads to Nors (Nursu) village. In 
another work, Ayvazyan (1995: 170) notes 
that the large and old Armenian cemetery 
is located "a bit north of the village". In a 
third work, he notes that the cemetery is in 
the northeast of the village (Ayvazyan 1987: 
116). Some 300m northeast of the village, on 
the left side of the road that leads to Nors, 
there is a cemetery marked on the 1:50K 
scale map of 1974 (see Timeline). Its location 
generally corresponds to the location pro-
vided by Ayvazyan. The cemetery is discern-
ible on the KH-9 Hexagon of 1980 (right, 
top).
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SITE INVENTORY

Use 11th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 144).

1974

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-20-V (Shakhbuz), 
1:50,000).

1980 The location of the cemetery, as seen on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (DSC1216-
100138A005) dated July 3, 1980 (above, top).

2008
The cemetery was destroyed by July 29, 2008, when the image above (bottom)
shows the impact of road construction and earthmoving at the site (Maxar Tech-
nologies & Google Earth).
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IMAGE GALLERY

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. YERRORDUTYUN CHURCH OF NORS
Site N.446

39.40132440N / 45.66271640E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
St. Yerrordutyun Church of Nors was 
standing but in poor condition in the late 
Soviet years (Ayvazyan 1986: 146; 1990: 
113). Part of the roof had collapsed, the 
northern vestry was in ruins, and parts of 
the walls were damaged or cracking. The 
basilica consisted of a nave, two aisles, a 
seven-sided apse, and two vestries, with 
entries on the north and west (see Image 
Gallery). There was an Armenian inscrip-
tion on the western facade.

The structure is clearly visible in KH-9 
Hexagon images from 1973 and 1980 
(at right, top). By the time of a QuickBird 
image of the site on November 11, 2009 
(at right, bottom), the church had been 
dismantled, the remains removed, and the 
site left vacant.

St. Yerrordutyun Church was located in the 
western part of Nors village (Ayvazyan 1986: 
146; 1990:113). The church is not marked 
on the Soviet topographic maps that were 
available to CHW for this investigation. But a 
photograph of the building, combined with 
the KH-9 Hexagon satellite image of July 3, 
1980, allowed for its precise geolocation.
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SITE INVENTORY

Construction

Founded in the 13th or 14th century; according to an Armenian inscription on a 
khachkar in the tympanum of the western entryway, renovated in 1654; according 
to 19th century historian Ghewond Alishan, renovated again in 1875 (Ayvazyan 
1986: 146; 1990: 113).

1980 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (above, top) dated July 3, 
1980 (D3C1216-100138A005).

1988 The church is listed on the 1988 list of Historical and Cultural Monuments of the 
Azerbaijan S.S.R. as #2854.

2009
The church had been destroyed by November 11, 2009. The QuickBird satellite 
image above (bottom) shows the now vacant plot (Maxar Technologies & East View 
Geospatial).
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Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

OLD CEMETERY OF NORS
Site N.448

39.40058830N / 45.66713640E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
The Old Cemetery of Nors had 290 to 300 
tombstones (including khachkars) when 
historian Argam Ayvazyan (1986: 146) 
surveyed the site in the course of his field-
work in Nakhchivan (1964-1987), of which 
41 bore Armenian inscriptions.  Some of 
the tombstones were partially buried in 
the ground, while others were disturbed, 
toppled, or broken. 

The cemetery appears in a 1980 KH-9 
Hexagon image (right, top) as a mottled 
surface, typical of cemeteries in historical 
imagery. By the time of a November 11, 
2009 QuickBird-2 image (at right, bottom), 
the cemetery has been removed and no 
tombstones are visible. The reconfigured 
area lies vacant as an open green space.

The Old Cemetery was situated on high 
ground in the southeast district of Nors 
village (Ayvazyan 1987: 94).  The cemetery's 
location is marked on the 1:50K scale Soviet 
topographic map of 1974 (see Timeline). It 
is visible as a mottled surface in the KH-9 
Hexagon satellite image of 1980 (right, top), 
although no tombstones are discernible.
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SITE INVENTORY

Use 10th to 19th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 146).

1974

The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974 
(Generalnyi shtab, J-38-28-V (Shahbuz), 
1:50,000).

1980 The location of the cemetery, as seen on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery 
(D3C1216-100138A005) dated July 3, 1980 (above, top).

2009 The cemetery had been erased by November 11, 2009, replaced by the vacant plot 
visible in the QuickBird image above (bottom).
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Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF NERKIN TAGH 
OF ARINJ

Site N.456
39.43100596N / 45.58863102E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

The Cemetery of Nerkin Tagh of 
Arinj contained 78 tombstones, 
of which 58 bore Armenian 
inscriptions, according to histo-
rian Argam Ayvazyan's assess-
ment of the site in the late So-
viet years (Ayvazyan 1986: 148).   
The tombstones were partially 
buried in the ground.
Tombstones are visible in the 
stippled surface of the ceme-
tery seen in a July 3, 1980, KH-9 
Hexagon image (at right, top). 
By July 29, 2009, the territory of 
the cemetery had been leveled 
and a new house and garden 
built atop it (at right, bottom).

On the 1:50K scale topographic map of the 1970s, there are two cemeteries marked in Ayrinj. One 
is in the southeast (39.43100596N, 45.58863102E), another one is in the northwest (39.43300033N, 
45.5834868E). CHW determines that the one in the southeast is the Cemetery of Nerkin Tagh.

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

Use 17th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 148).

1980 The cemetery is visible as a stippled surface in the 1980 KH-9 Hexagon image at 
right (top).

2009

By  July 29, 2009, the territory of the former cemetery has been flattened and all 
signs of tombstones have disappeared (see WorldView-1 image at right, bottom). 
A new residential structure and garden have been erected atop the historic burial 
ground.
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF VERIN TAGH 
OF ARINJ

Site N.457
39.43300033N / 45.58348680E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

The Cemetery of Verin 
Tagh of Arinj contained 
85 tombstones, of which 
67 bore Armenian inscrip-
tions, according to historian 
Argam Ayvazyan's (1986: 
148) assessment of the site 
in the late Soviet years.  
The oldest tombstones 
were partially buried in the 
ground.

The tombstones of this 
cemetery are visible in a 
July 3, 1980, KH-9 Hexagon 
image (at right, top). By July 
29, 2009 (at right, bottom), 
no tombstones remained in the cemetery and 
new structures had been built on the edges of the 
territory.

On the 1:50K scale topographic map of the 1970s, there are two cemeteries marked in Arinj. One 
is in the southeast (39.43100596N, 45.58863102E), another one in the northwest (39.43300033N, 
45.5834868E). CHW determines that the one in the northwest is the Cemetery of Verin Tagh.

Image © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

Use 17th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 148).

1980 The cemetery and tombstones are discernible in a 1980 KH-9 Hexagon image 
(right, top) date July 3 (D3C1216-100138A005).

2009
No tombstones remain in the 2009 QuickBird-2 image at right and new structures 
have been erected on the territory, indicating the erasure of the cemetery (Maxar 
Technologies & East View Geospatial).
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. NSHAN OR HAZARABYURATS 
MONASTERY OF KUKI

Site N.468
39.53464330N / 45.62051830E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
St. Nshan or Hazarabyurats Monastery of Kuki 
was in ruins when historian Argam Ayvazyan 
documented the site in the course of his surveys 
in Nakhchivan (1964-1987). Yet it was possible 
to reconstruct the plan of the main church -- a 
domed structure with three apses, four vestries, 
and a doorway on the west that opened onto a 
porch (see Image Gallery). There were Armenian 
inscriptions on the interior. A vaulted structured 
to the west of the church may have been a 
library (Ayvazyan 1986: 151; 1990: 105-108). 

The monastery ruins, visible in a KH-9 Hexagon 
satellite image from 1982 (at right, top), was 
in the process of being dismantled on May 3, 
2003, when the IKONOS image at right (bottom) 
captured the scene. Piles of demolition debris 
surround the final structural remains of the 
church. By April 26, 2009, the former church site 
had been cleared and graded (see QuickBird 
image below).

Situated on the slope of a hill, St. Nshan 
Monastery was located approximately 700m 
north of the village of Kuki (Ayvazyan 1986: 
151). The church is not marked on the Soviet 
maps that were available to CHW for this 
investigation, but its precise location is con-
firmed by several photographs of the struc-
ture, as well as by KH-9 Hexagon dated July 
29, 1973 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Construction Founded in the middle of the 13th century; renovations in the 15th and 17th centu-
ries (Ayvazyan 1986: 151; 1990: 105-108).

1982 The monastery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (DSC1217-200631A018) 
dated July 12, 1982.

2003
The monastery is in the process of being dismantled in the IKONOS satellite image 
at right, dated May 3, 2003 (Maxar Technologies & Google Earth). Debris piles sur-
round the last remaining wall of the structure.

2009
The monastery was destroyed between 2003 and April 2, 2009, when the QuickBird 
satellite image at right was captured (Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). 
The site lies vacant.
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF ST. NSHAN OR HAZ-
ARABYURATS MONASTERY OF KUKI

Site N.472
39.53455610N / 45.62027330E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

The small cemetery contained 18 
tombstones and sacred cross-stones 
(khachkars), three of which bore Arme-
nian inscriptions, when historian Argam 
Ayvazyan (1986: 152) surveyed the site 
during his fieldwork in Nakhchivan 
(1964-1987). The tombstones were dis-
turbed and the inscriptions were erod-
ed or effaced. 

Although the tombstones of this ceme-
tery are not visible in the KH-9 Hexagon 
imagery of either 1973 or 1982 (at right, 
top), the destruction event at the adja-
cent monastery visible in 2003 (IKONOS 
image at right, bottom) clearly impacted 
the territory of the cemetery as well. 
By April 26, 2009 (QuickBird satellite 
image, below), the area of the former 
cemetery had been graded and both 
the cemetery and the adjacent monas-

The cemetery was located to the west 
of the gavit (narthex) of the St. Nshan 
Monastery (N.468) in Kuki (Ayvazyan 
1986: 152).  Given its very small size, it 
cannot be discerned on satellite imag-
ery.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Use 10th to 15th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 152).

1982 The location of the cemetery, as seen on  KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery 
(DSC1217-200631A018) dated July 12, 1982.

2003
In a May 3, 2003, IKONOS image (above, bottom; Maxar Technologies & Google 
Earth), the destruction of the adjacent monastery has also impacted the area of 
the cemetery.

2009
The destruction of the monastery and cemetery was completed between 2003 and 
2009. As can be seen in the QuickBird satellite image above (Maxar Technologies & 
East View Geospatial), the site has been graded and smoothed.
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IMAGE GALLERY

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. ASTVATSATSIN CHURCH OF KZHADZOR Site N.480
39.44759890N / 45.72362610E

DESTRUCTION

GEOLOCATION

St. Astvatsatsin Church of Kzhadzor once supported a large 
congregation, as we learn from the colophon of a gospel 
written in Shorot village in 1667. The basilica with single 
nave, two aisles, two vestries, and hall was well preserved 
when historian Argam Ayvazyan (1987: 118; 1990:114) sur-
veyed the site during his fieldwork in Nakhchivan between 
1964 and 1987. 

The church is visible in the KH-9 Hexagon image of 1973 
(at right, top) and 1980. By November 11, 2009 (at right, 
bottom), the church had been erased, leaving only a vacant 
plot. The regrowth of vegetation suggests that the destruc-
tion of the church was not recent at the time of the image.

St. Astvatsatsin Church was located in the central part of Kzhadzor (Ayvazyan 1987: 118; 1990:114). 
The church is not marked on the topographic maps that were available to CHW for this investigation. 
But its precise location is confirmed by site photographs, in combination with a KH-9 Hexagon satel-
lite imagery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, top).

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

TIMELINE

Construction Founded in the 12th or 13th century; renovated in the 17th century (Ayvazyan 
1987: 118; 1990:114).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (D3C1206-100170A018)
dated July 29, 1973.

1988 The church is listed on the 1988 list of Historical and Cultural Monuments of the 
Azerbaijan S.S.R. as #2855.

2009
St. Astvatsatsin was destroyed by November 2009. The QuickBird image at right 
shows only a vacant plot remaining with mature vegetation regrowing at the for-
mer church site.

IMAGE GALLERY
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF KZHADZOR Site N.481
39.44954415N / 45.72201390E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
The large Cemetery of Kzhadzor con-
tained 470-490 tombstones, including 
sacred cross-stones (khachkars) in the 
late Soviet years (Ayvazyan 1986: 155; 
1987: 119). Historian Argam Ayvazyan 
documented 82 Armenian inscriptions 
at the cemetery. The oldest tombstones 
were partially buried in the ground, while 
the khachkars had been knocked to the 
ground.

The cemetery is clearly visible in the KH-9 
Hexagon image of July 3, 1980 (at right, 
top), including tombstones scattered 
across the area. By November 11, 2009 
(at right, bottom), the cemetery had been 
erased. The tombstones are no longer 
visible, replaced by a largely undifferen-
tiated surface bearing the lingering scars 
of earth moving along the ridge. 

Situated on a high ground, the ceme-
tery was located in the northern part of 
Kzhadzor village, near the road to Gomer 
(Ayvazyan 1987: 119).  The cemetery's 
location is marked on the 1:50K Soviet 
topographic map of 1974 (see Timeline). 
It is clearly visible on the KH-9 Hexagon 
from 1980 (at right, top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

IMAGE GALLERY

Use 10th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1986: 155).

1974 The cemetery is marked on the 1:50K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1974.

1980 The cemetery is identifiable on a KH-9 Hexagon satellite image (D3C1216-
100138A005) from July 3, 1980.

1988 The church is listed on the 1988 list of Historical and Cultural Monuments of the 
Azerbaijan S.S.R. as #2856.

2009
The cemetery was destroyed by November 11, 2009 (Maxar Technologies & East 
View Geospatial). Along the ridgeline, faint scars are visible in the northwest and 
southeast suggesting earthmoving at the site.
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Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

ST. GRIGOR CHURCH OF GOMER 
(GYOMUR)

Site N.485
39.46279390N / 45.75319690E

DESTRUCTION GEOLOCATION
From its perch in the center of Gomer village, St. 
Grigor Church afforded a striking view of the valley 
of the Nakhchivan River and the surrounding moun-
tains (Ayvazyan 1986: 155-156; 1990: 113). The form 
consisted of a single nave, two aisles, two vestries, 
and a hall, with decorated doorways in the west and 
south. Flanking the western doorway were two khach-
kars with relief decorations. Armenian inscriptions 
could be seen on the western and southern facades. 
In 1696, scribes copied a gospel here, and repaired 
another. The church was well preserved when histori-
an Argam Ayvazyan documented it in the course of his 
surveys in Nakhchivan (1964-1987).

The church is clearly visible in KH-9 Hexagon satellite 
images from 1973 (at right, top) and 1980. By the time 
of a November 11, 2009 QuickBird image (at right, 
bottom), the church had been demolished. The vacant 
plot still bore debris piles atop graded earth, but initial 
vegetation regrowth in the disturbed soil suggest that 
it had been a few years since the destruction of the 
church.

St. Grigor Church was located atop 
high ground in the center of Gomer 
village (Ayvazyan 1990: 113).  The 
church's location is marked on the 
1:25K scale Soviet topographic map 
of 1953 (see Timeline). CHW con-
firmed the church's precise location 
from KH-9 Hexagon satellite im-
agery dated July 29, 1973 (at right, 
top).
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

IMAGE GALLERY

Construction Founded in the 12th or 13th century; renovated in the 17th century (Ayvazyan 
1986: 155-156; 1990: 113).

1953

St. Grigor is marked on the 1:25K scale 
Soviet topographic map of 1953 (Gener-
alnyi Shtab Sovetskoi Armii, J-38-20-G-A 
(Gemyur), 1:25,000).

1973 The church is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (D3C1206-100170A018) 
dated July 29, 1973 (above, top).

1988 The church is listed on the 1988 list of Historical and Cultural Monuments of the 
Azerbaijan S.S.R. as #2856.

2009

The church was destroyed by November 11, 2009 based on a QuickBird-2 image 
(above, bottom; Maxar Technologies & East View Geospatial). Judging from the de-
bris piles at the site, some bearing indications of vegetation regrowth, destruction 
likely happened several years prior to the image.
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Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission
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SITE INVENTORY

CEMETERY OF GOMER Site N.487
39.46443360N / 45.75333280E

DESTRUCTION & REUSE GEOLOCATION
The Cemetery of Gomer contained 480-500 
tombstones, including ram-shaped funerary 
sculptures, when historian Argam Ayvazyan 
(1986: 156) surveyed the site in the course of 
his fieldwork in Nakhchivan between 1964 and 
1987. Armenian inscriptions could be discerned 
on 100-105 of the tombstones. The oldest 
tombstones were partially buried in the earth or 
disturbed.

In a 1980 Hexagon image (at right, top) the area 
of the cemetery is visible as a mottled surface, 
distinctive of old cemeteries in the region. A 
few irregular lines of dark spots suggest the 
image has picked up a few of the larger tomb-
stones. By November 11, 2009, the area has 
been flattened and bisected by a new dirt road 
(see QuickBird image at right, bottom). No signs 
remain of the tombstones indicated in the 
Hexagon image. By 2021 (below), WorldView-2 
imagery shows an orchard has been planted 
atop the site of the former cemetery.

The cemetery was located in the northern part 
of Gomer. Its location is marked on the 1:25K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1953 (see Time-
line). It is possible to discern the site on the KH-9 
Hexagon from 1980 (at right, top) based on the 
texture of the terrain and the indications of 
tombstones.
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SITE INVENTORY

TIMELINE

Use 13th to 20th centuries (Ayvazyan 1990: 156).

1953

The cemetery is marked on the 1:25K 
scale Soviet topographic map of 1953 
(Generalnyi Shtab Sovetskoi Armii, J-38-
20-G-A (Gemyur), 1:25,000.
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IMAGE GALLERY

1980 The cemetery is visible on KH-9 Hexagon satellite imagery (D3C1216-100138A005) 
dated July 3, 1980 (above, top).

2009
The cemetery was destroyed by November 11, 2009 (see above, bottom). The ter-
rain of the cemetery has been flattened and graded. A new dirt road has been cut, 
bisecting the area.

2021 By 2021, WorldView-2 satellite imagery (at left) indicates that an orchard had been 
planted atop the former cemetery.

Images © Argam Ayvazyan Archive, used with permission

431



Scholarly Publications:

Ayvazyan, Argam. Agulis: Patmamshakutayin hushardzanner. Yerevan, Hayastan, 1984.

Ayvazyan, Argam. The Historical Monuments of Nakhichevan. Transl. Krikor H. Maksoudian. Detroit, 
Wayne State University Press, 1990.

Ayvazyan, Argam. Jugha. Yerevan, Sovetakan grogh, 1984.

Ayvazyan, Argam. Nakhijevani ISSH haykakan hushardzannery. Hamahavak tsutsak. Yerevan, Hayastan, 
1986.

Ayvazyan, Argam. Nakhijevani kotvoghayin hushardzannern u patkerakandaknery. Yerevan, Hayastan, 
1987.

Ayvazyan, Argam. Nakhijevan: Patkerazard bnashkharhik hanragitak. Yerevan, Hushardzan Gitutyun, 
1995.

Ayvazyan, Argam. Ch’hraparakvats harts’azrouyts’ (p’astagrakan hraparakakhosut’yun). Yerevan, 2009.

Basmajian, Gabriel et al. (editors), The Heritage of Armenian Literature: From the Sixth to the Eigh-
teenth Century, Volume II. Detroit, Wayne State University Press, 2000.

Bernbeck, Reinhard. “Heritage Politics: Learning from Mullah Omar.” In. R. Boytner et al (editors), 
Controlling the Past, Owning the Future: The Political Uses of Archaeology in the Middle East. Tucson, 
University of Arizona Press, 2003, pp. 27-54.

Harmanşah, Ömür. ISIS, Heritage, and the Spectacles of Destruction in the Global Media. Near Eastern 
Archaeology, 78(3):170-77.

Lalayan, Yervand.  Yerevanean Nahangi Sharur-Daralageazi yev Nakhijevani Gawarrner , 1:200,000, Ti-
flis, Hayots Azgagrakan Ynk., 1906.

Research on Armenian Architecture. Nakhijevan: Atlas. Yerevan, Tigran Metz Publishing House, 2012.

Smbatian, M. Nkaragir S. Karapeti vanits' Ernjakay, 1870.

Vardanyan, Artak. Aznaberd: Nakhijevanahayutyan verjin amrotsy. Yerevan, Nakhijevan, 2000.

Walasek, Helen. Bosnia and the Destruction of Cultural Heritage. Burlington, VT, Ashgate, 2015.

SOURCES & MEDIA

432

WORKS CITED



Soviet Maps:

Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie, XLI-38 (Ur. Dzhulfy), 1:42,000, 1931.
Voenno-topograficheskoe upravlenie, XL-38 (Paradasht), 1:42,000, 1931.

Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-38-32-G (Paraga), 1:50,000, 1933.

Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-38-32-B (Arafsa), 1:50,000, 1936.
Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000, 1936.
Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-38-45-A (Ordubad), 1:50,000, 1936.
Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-38-32-A (Surab), 1:50,000, 1936.

Upravlenie voennykh topografov RKKA, J-10 (Ordubad), 1:210,000, 1937.

Generalnyi shtab RKKA, J-32-38-V (Abrakunis), 1:50,000, 1940.
Generalnyi shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44-A (Julfa), 1:50,000, 1940.

Generalnyi shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-44 (Julfa), 1941.
Generalnyi shtab Krasnoi Armii, J-38-45 (Ordubad), 1941.

Generalnyi shtab Sovetskoi Armii, J-38-20-G-A (Gemyur), 1:25,000.

Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-B-g (Alagi), 1:25,000, 1955.

Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-B (Arafsa), 1:50,000, 1974.
Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-V (Bananiyar), 1:50,000, 1974.
Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-A (Sirab), 1:50,000, 1974.
Generalnyi shtab, J-38-32-G (Tivi), 1:50,000, 1974.

Generalnyi shtab, J-38-44-B (Dasta), 1:50,000, 1977.
Generalnyi shtab, J-38-44-A (Julfa), 1:50,000, 1977.

Historical satellite images:

KH-9 Hexagon, D3C1206-100170A020, July 29, 1973.
KH-9 Hexagon, D3C1206-100170A021, July 29, 1973.
KH-9 Hexagon, D3C1206-100170F021, July 29, 1973.

KH-9 Hexagon, D3C1216-100138A00, July 3, 1980

KH-9 Hexagon, DSC1217-200631A018, July 12, 1982.
KH-9 Hexagon, DSC1217-100121F020, July 12, 1982.
KH-9 Hexagon, D3C1206-100170F021, July 12, 1982.

433



Page Scene Source

Cover
Archival photo of priest at St. 
Stepanos (or Karmir) Monastery 
of Astapat (N.328). 

© Argam Ayvazyan Archive.

4
Archival image of community 
outside the St. Khatch Monastery 
of Trunis (N.070)

© Argam Ayvazyan Archive.

7

St. Stepanos (or Karmir) Monas-
tery of Astapat (N.328) in (top) 
KH-9 Hexagon imagery of July 29, 
1973 and (bottom) QuickBird-2 
imagery of August 26, 2003.

Top: USGS
Bottom: Maxar, East View Geospatial

8 Regional Map ©CHW 2022.

27 Backgrouns image: Anaprkich 
Monastery of Shakert (N.193)

©CHW 2022.

28-31 Site Maps ©CHW 2022.

MEDIA MATTERS

Acknowledgements: 
Our thanks to Argam Ayvazyan for sharing 
his extensive photo archive with CHW.

We also want to extend our thanks to 
students at Cornell and Purdue Universities 
who helped extensively with producing both 
this report and the online StoryMaps. We 
are deeply grateful for their help.

IMAGE CREDITS

SOURCES & MEDIA

All images in this report are © 2022 
Caucasus Heritage Watch, except where 
noted.

434



Twitter
@CaucasusHW

Email
chw@cornell.edu

Facebook
@CaucasusHW

Website
caucasusheritage.cornell.edu

©2022 CAUCASUS HERITAGE WATCH

S1

Land Acknowledgements:

Cornell University is located on 
the traditional homelands of the 
Gayogohó:noʼ (the Cayuga Nation). 
The Gayogohó:noʼ are members of the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, an alliance 
of six sovereign nations with a historic and 
contemporary presence on this land. The 
confederacy precedes the establishment of 
Cornell University, New York state and the 
United States of America. We acknowledge 
the painful history of Gayogohó:noʼ 
dispossession, and honor the ongoing 
connection of Gayogohó:noʼ people, past 
and present, to these lands and waters.

We acknowledge Purdue University is 
located on the traditional homelands 
of the Woodland People. We honor and 
appreciate these indigenous caretakers, 
which include the Bodéwadmik 
(Potawatomi), Lenape (Delaware), 
Myaamia (Miami), and Shawnee People.

Cornell Institute of Archaeology 
and Material Studies
Cornell Univerity
261 McGraw Hall
Ithaca NY 14853 USA

How to cite this report:

L. Khatchadouran, A. T. Smith, H. Ghulyan, & I. 
Lindsay. 2022. Silent Erasure: A Satellite Investigation 
of the Destruction of Armenian Cultural Heritage in 
Nakhchivan, Azerbaijan. Ithaca: Caucasus Heritage 
Watch.



CH
W

 2
02

2-
S1

S1


