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The Tijuana sign in Playéémé%flﬁha
"The'Homeland Starts Here" it states.
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for Buying Mexican

Property?

A Mexican company or FIDEICOMISO, the

Mexican bank trust?

Article 27 of the Mexican
constitution requires that any
foreigner buying residential
property in the restricted
zone (an area 50 kilometers
wide along the coastlines
and 100 kilometers along the
borders) must acquire the
rights to the property through
a Mexican bank trust, known
as a fideicomiso.

Pursuant to the Foreign

BY LINDA JONES NEIL

Investment Law of 1994, any
company established in Mex-
ico is considered as Mexican
even if all the shareholders
are foreigners. This applies to
corporations, limited liability
companies and partnerships.

Thus, many think that by
establishing a Mexican com-
pany, a Mexican bank trust
(fideicomiso) can be avoided.
It can be, but it is important to

consider other aspects before
making a final decision as to
how to title your Mexican
property.

The Mexican corporation,
limited liability company, or
partnership should be estab-
lished if the primary objective
is business whether it is to
open and run a business, to
hold multiple properties for
rental, or to achieve another
type of money-making goal.

The fiscal responsibility
for the Mexican company
involves filing monthly and
annual tax declarations.

The benefits: the admin-
istrator of the company may
be able to obtain permis-
sion from the Immigration
Department to work in the
business activities of the
company.

The negatives: the Mexi-
can company will cost $2,000

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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My Favourife Pemex
Gringo Rip-Offs

BY POBLANO ESCA-BARR

While the news of pipeline
gasoline thefts has been in the
headlines recently, the practice
of scamming customers who
are refueling at gas stations
is old news. In a place where
the minimum wage is roughly
US$5.25 a day, everyday trans-
actions are opportunities for
workers to supplement their
income. Gas station attendants
routinely take advantage of
those opportunities and that’s
why they often sport a big
smile when a gringo drives in.

Opportunity knocks loudly
when you pull your rental
car up to the gas pump and

tell the guy to “fill it up” Al-
though many stations here
have implemented “attendant
controls” including required
smartphone input of pump
number, amount to fill and
employee code, not all atten-
dants will draw your attention
to the pump to show it has
been reset to zero before they
start pumping. You may be
paying for fuel someone else
already paid for and those ex-
tra pesos are destined for the
attendant’s pocket.

While the gas is pumping
attendants will quickly ask to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Ensenada Working To-
wards Free Beach Access.
After many complaints by the
local community who orga-
nized in a group to protest the
limited access that some local
beaches have that go against
the federal constitution, Mayor
Armando Ayala has stated
that the city is working in an
strategy along the federal gov-
ernment in order to guarantee
free beach access for everyone.

In 2020, the Senate con-
firmed the right for all the
population to access, transit
and enjoy all of the beaches
in the national territory freely.

Mayor Ayala stated that
during his administration
they have already been able to
grant access to three different

BY OLIVER QUINTERO

beaches that have had their
access controlled by private
parties.

“Since I've been in office,
I have fought to regain free
access to all our beaches, nev-
ertheless we continue to have
cases where private individuals
or corporations are impeding
citizens to exercise their right
to free access to the beaches,
that’s why we are working on
a strategy that will allow us to

regain access to every beach’,
stated Ayala. Let’s just hope
Rosarito follows soon!

Flu season is upon us! After
two months of entering the flu
season, our state has already
reported 222 confirmed cases
of influenza A, with 8 deaths
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counted.

Health authorities are in-
sisting the community to get
their flu vaccines, as the num-
ber of cases have been increas-
ing every year.

The influenza virus is es-
pecially dangerous to people
over 60, pregnant woman and
kids. Getting your shot will not
eliminate the possibility of get-

ting the virus, but it will lighten
the symptoms very much. If
you haven’t gotten yours in the
states, you can always ask for
the shot in your local public
hospital or healthcare center
here in Mexico, it’s free.
Mexico Selection Results

Are In. The widely acclaim
wine and spirits competition
Mexico Selection organized
by the Concours Mondial de
Bruxelles, celebrated this year
in Coahuila gave 72 medals
to our local wines, Coahuila
got the second place with 30
medals and Queretaro and
Guanajuato tied with 16 each.
Baja and Coahuila did tie in
the number of Grand Gold
Medals, with 4 medals each.

Spirits from Coahulia,
Oaxaca, Jalisco and Quere-
taro were also awarded with
medals, with Oaxaca winning
a whooping 20 medals for its
famous mezcales.

Land Fight Between
Ensenada and Rosarito Car-
ries On. Although Rosarito’s
Mayor Araceli Brown Figuere-
do recently stated that the fight
for Santa Anita had already
been resolved in favor of Ro-
sarito, Ensenada is saying that
itisn't so.

Alfonso Garcia Quifo-
nes, lawyer, and member of
the Interdisciplinary Group
for Territorial Defense from
Ensenada stated that there was
a confusion because the court
dismissed a habeas corpus filed
by Ensenada, that was wrongly
integrated.

According to Garcia, state
congress has not complied
with the Supreme Court, that
since 2019 stated that it was
them who had to resolve this
issue definitively.
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New Hospital Confirmed.
The new IMSS (Mexican So-
cial Security) Hospital for
Ensenada that was previously
announced but then not ac-
counted for in the budget for
2023, has already been con-
firmed by Governor Marina
del Pilar.

The hospital will cost ap-
proximately 142 million USD,
which will include specialty
healthcare facilities, a family
medicine unit with 14 offices,
a social security center and a
baseball field.

The lack of a specialty’s
hospital in Ensenada, has had
affected individuals travel-
ling to Tijuana and Mexicali
to receive healthcare, or even

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6



December 5, 2022

What MeXxico

Has Taught Me

BY THE UNKNOWN CRINGCO

This is a story of betrayal.
Of trust shattered. It's not my
usual happy story, but....oh

son. Neil Peart, musician and
author, wrote that "Adventures
suck when you're having them."
Well, what happened to me
truly sucked. And I guess now,
over a year later, I can try to
call it an adventure. But it will
always be a story of betrayal.
This happened over a year
ago when Covid was still going
very strong. I wasn't going to
Ensenada because I didn't feel
safe staying in a hotel or going
into dozens of shops in the city
for two or three days. Plan B at
that time was to drive my van,
with a bicycle on the back, and
park in the States across the
border from Tecate. Then ride
my bicycle into Tecate for the
day and spend the night in the
San Diego County campground
close to the border. The Ameri-
can border crossing hours were

drastically different then be-
cause of Covid. You could only
getback into the States between
8am and 4pm.

I was having a ball that day
on my bicycle. I crossed into
Mexico at 6:45am and hitall the
placesIlike. Bought some olive
oil and salsa macha and took
them back to my van parked
in the States. Went back for
pastries and hauled them back
to the van. Several purchases
of pottery. Botanica shops for
candles. Mexican beer. Back
to the van. Crossed the border
three or four times. Then the
flea market. My favorite shrimp
taco place. Some ice cream.
Got a lot done with a big grin
on my face. Finished all that I
wanted to do and headed back
to the border at 2:20. Lots of
time left to go hiking in that
beautiful campground with
cold Mexican beers as my re-
ward.

The US border crossing

was CLOSED. No if 's, and’s,
or but's. Not a person in sight.
I go over to the border cross-
ing into Mexico to talk to the
Mexicans. Of course you can't
getback into the States, they say.
It closes at 4:00. My watch now
says 2:30. Theirs says 4:45.

I wonder what my face
looked like. Disbelief replaced
with shock? A vacant stare
while my brain starts spinning?
It's pretty obvious.....I'm spend-
ing the night in Tecate. My cell
phone is in the van. My two
prescribed meds are in the van.
I've paid for 24 hours of park-
ing that will expire the next day
at 6:35am and I can't get back
into the States any earlier than
8. Will my van get towed? The
money I paid in advance for the
camping reservation is wasted.
I'm in shorts and a t-shirt and
I need to find a hotel for the
night.

Adventure? Oh.....just start-
ing. Along with lots of stress.

What To Do If You're Stopped
By The Police

Ed Note. We have received comments from the local community asking us what do we have against the

First in Rosarito,
firstin service

BERNIE'S
L
« Health and life insurance

» House and Gondo
insurance

« legal Assistance

o [ar insurance
[Mexico and US)

o Board Association

Insurance

Personal Accident

Benito Juarez # 10, Quinta del Mar
strip center, in front of the stop light
Phone 661-6121028 and 661-6130692
Email: info@berniesinsurance.com
www.berniesinsurance.com

Since 1971

Let us pay your household bills
on your behalf. Easy set up

And why did this wonderful op-
portunity tolearn and growasa
human being happen? Because
the battery on my ANALOG
watch went south that VERY
DAY. That battery has always
lasted a FULL year and a half.
And it was telling perfect time

that morning at the front door
of the Calimax supermarket at
7am when they opened. What
are the odds? Betrayed!!

Ok. I know a good hotel
west of downtown called The
Estancia Inn. I rode there on

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Get this AirBnB in Ensenata
For This Weekend™ at 20% OFF!

Ay |

Enjoy this comfortable house, located in Valle Dorado, with ample spaces and
a newly renovated kitchen that allows for a great time with your companion.
The house has 2 spacious bedrooms that can sleep 2 persons each, and an
open home office space that can sleep an extra guest in an Ottoman sofa bed.
A one-car small garage will keep your =

vehicle safe during your stay.

local police force. The answer is nothing, there are several great elements among the force, but unfortunately
it is also common to find cases like the one we report below, specially with tourists or expats, which we feel is
part of our duty to educate and protect. This is why we print this note on every edition of the Gringo Gazette.

We recently got a report from a local Gringo who was walking back home and a police cruiser stopped
him and took money from him to let him go. That’s extortion anywhere, and there are bad hombres anywhere.
If you are stopped for an alleged traffic violation, ask for a ticket and go down to the police station later on
or the next day, and pay it. They will take your driver’s license to ensure that you show up, and
that's OK. They do not want your license, and there’s nothing they can do with it. You NN
will get it back. And no, do not give them money if they ask you to pay the ticket to
them right there. Just keep asking for a ticket, “Dar may un teeket por favor” Be
polite and firm.

If they get nasty, write down their last name from their name badge, or
pull out your cell phone and take a photo of him, her, or them. No, it's not
illegal to photogtaph or record a police officer doing it's job. That’s like hold-
ing a mirror up to a vampire, and they will jump in their vehicle and scurry
away like cockroaches when you turn on the light.

It’s extremely rare for them to write a ticket, and for sure they will not cite you
when you haven’t done anything wrong. And, if you have broken a law, the ticket is
ridiculously small. Man up and fo down and pay it.

This police extortion would stop in a week if everyone would grow a back bone and
stand up to them. &

() airbrb

superhest

Follow This link
https://hitly/casapurple §LlE L IEITE

OF al0]  Just mention this ad when talking
' to us via AirBnB chat and we'll take
[=]

* This offer applies only for the current weekend (If available), whenever you
are reading this advertisement in the year 2022. If the property is already
booked for the current weekend, you can try again next week. This offer is not
valid for reservations made more than 6 days in advance.

20% OFF of your nightly room rate.

- |
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Cooking Like a Mexican

BY ALEJANDRA BORBOLLA

Walking around Mexico
around Christmas time is a
wonderful experience, and if
you’ve had the chance your
nose will pick up a distinct
scent that triggers all the Merry
bells: Buniuelos. Buiiuelos are
a nationwide treat; even when
the recipe may vary a little from
state to state, every single Mexi-
can has eaten bufiuelos at some
point int their life- they are so
popular, a famous industrial
bread brand makes them.

Buiiuelos are a Mexican rec-
ipe that was introduced by the
Spaniards from the old world,
but the origin is quite unclear.
Similar treats exist around the
world under different names,
for example: beignets in France,
loukomades in Greece, cioffe in
Italy, rosettes in Poland, jalebi
in India, and we could even
compare buiiuelos to funnel

recipe record shows an ancestor
of bunuelos dating back as far
as the twelfth century, where
isfany was a sort of fried dough
introduced in boiling honey.
The first actual recipe where
buiiuelos are recorded and
called by the name we know
today was published in a book
titled “Arte de cocina, pasteleria,
vizcocheria y conserveria” by
Francisco Martinez Montifio
the King’s major cook, pub-
lished in Madrid in 1790.

Like many of our beloved
and traditional recipes, bu-
fiuelos were introduced by the
Spanish convents in Nueva
Espaia (how Mexico used to
be called before the indepen-
dence), were colonial adapta-
tions were made. One of the
most famous convents in that
time was the San Jerénimo con-
vent, where Sor Juana Inés dela

. Baja

Public

Storage

Hours: 9am-5pm « Clo
= GateT;Tburs'Bam-Gpm Eve

from $85 monthly

KM 40.5 Free Road in Rosarito

bajastorage@hotmail.com
www.bajapublicstorage.com

Storage space starting

Now offering moving services!

Ph. (661) 614 1642 « US. (619) 797 8097

cakes. Truth is, it's another one
of those recipes that has a close
relative in almost -if not every-
culture out there, which blows
my mind but at the same time
makes total sense since we all
love some fried dough with
some sort of sugar or syrup. The
recipe is said to have Arab roots
taken to Spain during the cru-
sades, becoming a traditional
treat during lent. A very early

Cruz spent the last days of her
life. And who is that lady with
such a large name? Well no less
than poet, dramatist, scholar,
and nun, an outstanding writer
of the Latin American colonial
period and of the Hispanic Ba-
roque. She thirsted for knowl-
edge from her earliest years and
throughout her life; wrote her
first poem when she was eight
years old, and she was teaching

Latin to other children by the
time she was 13. As a female,
she had little access to formal
education and would be almost
entirely self-taught, she wanted
to disguise herselfas a boy so as
to be able to attend university,
but her family forbade it. Juana
was born out of wedlock to
a family of modest means in
either 1651 or, according to
a baptismal certificate, 1648
(since she was born out of wed-
lock, records are unclear). Her
mother was a Creole and her
father Spanish. Juana’s mother
sent the gifted child to live with
relatives in Mexico City, where
her prodigious intelligence
attracted the attention of the
viceroy, Antonio Sebastian de
Toledo, marquis de Mancera.
He invited her to court as a
lady-in-waiting in 1664 and
later had her knowledge tested
by some 40 noted scholars. In
1667, given what she called her
“total disinclination to mar-
riage” and her wish “to have no
fixed occupation which might
curtail my freedom to study;’
Sor (Spanish: “Sister”) Juana be-
gan her life as a nun with a brief
stay in the order of the Barefoot
Carmelites. She moved in 1669
to the more lenient Convent of
Santa Paula in Mexico City, and

CHURCH IN-PERSON
& LIVE-STREAMING

CHRISTMAS EVE 4PM
CHRISTMAS DAY 10AM
SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 10AM

St. Mary
Magdalene

Anglican Church
Rosarito

+,+

+

Porticos del Mar
On Lazaro Cardenas St.
3 blocks from the highway

there she took her vows. Con-
vent life afforded Sor Juana her
own apartment, time to study
and write, and the opportunity

to teach music and drama to the
girls in Santa Paula’s school. She
was also the convent’s archivist
and accountant since she had
arithmetic knowledge which
was rare. In her convent cell,
Sor Juana had one of the larg-
est private libraries in the New
World, along with a collection
of musical and scientific instru-
ments (she gave the money she
earned from selling her library
to the poor). She was able to
continue her contact with other
scholars and powerful members
of the court. The patronage of
the viceroy and vicereine of
New Spain, notably that of the

SMMACLIVE.COM

marquis and marquise de la La-
guna from 1680 to 1688, helped
her maintain her exceptional
freedom. They visited her, fa-
vored her, and had her works
published in Spain. Sor Juana,
though cloistered, became the
unofficial court poet in the
1680s. Her plays in verse, oc-
casional poetry, commissioned
religious services, and writings
for state festivals all contrib-
uted magnificently to the world
outside the convent. Sor Juana’s
success in the colonial era and
her enduring significance are
due at least in part to her mas-
tery of the full range of poetic
forms and themes of the Span-
ish Golden Age. She was the
last great writer of the Hispanic
Baroque and the first great
exemplar of colonial Mexican
culture. Her writings display
the boundless inventive and
witty, Sor Juana mastered all
of the poetic models in fashion
back then, including sonnets,
romances (ballad form), and so
on. She drew on a vast stock of
Classical, biblical, philosophi-
cal, and mythological sources.
She wrote moral, satiric, and
religious lyrics, along with
many poems of praise to court
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Wloca tionsifor your convemence

Maneadero

On the highway in Maneadero,
less than half a mile south
of the Bufadora exit.

Ruiz
On Ruiz
and 11th St.

Diamante
On Diamante St. #2180
Between 4th and 5th St.
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WHICH WORKS BEST FOR...
continued from page 1

to $5,000 USD to establish
and to register in the pub-
lic records. Any properties
which will be held by the
company require a permit
from the foreign relations
department and must be
necessary to the operation of
the company.

Once established, the cost
to maintain the company can
be $150 USD, or more, per
month to pay an accountant
for handling the books and
filing the declarations. There
will also be additional charges
for the annual declaration
before tax authorities.

If the business activities
and projected income will
support this type of expense,
then a Mexican company
makes sense.

If, however, the goal is to
acquire and enjoy a vacation
or retirement home, renting it
occasionally when the owner
is not using it, it may be far
simpler to place the property
title in trust (fideicomiso).

If the property being pur-

chased is for personal use,
if it is residential property,
then it must be held in the
Mexican bank trust (the fi-
deicomiso). Not only will it
be less expensive in the long
run but also it may also be
simpler to sell should the
owner wish to do so. Bank
fees range from $350 to $550
USD per year, far less than the
operations and maintenance
expenses of a Mexican com-
pany. Should you choose to
rent your property when you
are not using it, this too is
permitted and can be simpler
than the mandatory monthly
declaration required for the
Mexican company.

Mexico is an incredible
land and rich in many as-
pects. It does make sense to
keep life simple and enjoy the
properties acquired, not to
become entangled in compli-
ance with tax laws.

SIDEBARS:

Declarations need to be
filed monthly if property is
held in a Mexican corpora-
tion, generally a startup cost
of $3,000 USD and 1,000 or
more per year.

The Mexican company,

Poco Creln

HOTEL - RESTAURANT - BAR

celilllle ol fieaven
Llllleitdlof fieares
The only themed rooms hotel on Baja's Coast

Also available for all your special events:

Weddings * Anniversaries * Birthdays
Quinceaneras * And more.

US (760) 670-3336 = Mex (646) 155-0606
PocoCielo@yahoo.com * www.pococielo.com

GRI%

by law, should acquire only
the property required for its
business purpose. Residential
property is not generally in-
cluded in this definition.

Fees for the Mexican bank
trust, the fideicomiso, gener-
ally run from $350 to $500
USD, per year.

Copyright 2010-2023
Consultores Phoenix, S.C.
Reproduction prohibited
without permission.
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MY FAVOURITE PEMEX...
continued from page 1

check the oil. Say yes and pop
the hood for the next opportu-
nity: after a minute at the front
of the car screened by the open
hood the attendant holds up
an empty oil container to show
you the car took a whole litre.
You're feeling good for doing
the right thing, but he likely
didn’t show you the dipstick

Classiffied Ads
Easy Sign Up

NEXT DEADLINE IS TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2022

Submit it and Pay it Online
Go to: http://www.ggnorth.com/classified

Phone It or Text It In You can call or text us at:
Mex Cell (646) 179 4599 or US (323) 952-4925.

Mail It In You can mail it along with your check to:
Gringo Gazette North, P.0. BOX 1700, Chula Vista, CA, 91912-1700

Email It In You can email it to classifieds@ggnorth.com
How easy are those choices? Hint: Very easy.

Cost is only 80 cents a word, and that includes posting your ad in our online
version as well as the printed edition. We do take credit cards and paypal also.

FOR RENT ROSARITO Lomas del Coronado, 1 BD,
furnished $430 and unfurnished $330. Call (562) 760-6410.

HOUSE RENTAL IN LA MISION 3 bdr 2 bth view. Call

Steve (619) 787-1444. $1,500.

FOR RENT IN ROSARITO near shopping center. Walking
distance to stores, restaurants and bars. $290 month
unfurnished. Can rent it furnished. Secure place. Call Ed at

(562) 760-6410.

ATTENTION CLASSIC CAR COLLECTORS 1988
Cadillac el Dorado good condition $2500. 619 270 6991.

ONSITE/OFFSITE PROPERTY CARETAKERS, HOUSE
AND PET SITTING. Couple (one fluent Spanish first
language), Six years experience. WhatsApp 707-806-4942

LOOKING TO BUY, RENT OR SELL? featuring ocean,
coastal view homes and condos from $139k... Rentals from
$600 monthly. Only 40 minutes south of San Diego border
in gated communities. Bill (Guillermo) Welsch 30 years in
fantasico Mexico ! 760 554 4238 CEL 619 781 2391 mex: 646
1550029 billwelsch@gmail.com Gracias!

LOOKING FOR A BOOKKEEPER w/Quickbooks Online
Experience. Email: saltesea@yahoo.com

DEPENDABLE MALE DRIVER WITH "SENTRI PASS"
NEEDED for occasional trips to the US, mostly errands. My
car, La Mission, wages negotiable Please send your infos to=
brillanette@gmail.com if interested!

beforehand. You didn’t need
any oil; he just showed you an
empty container he keeps on
the side rack and charged you
150 pesos. Too late now, but
at least make sure you ask for
a receipt in case you get lucky
and have a rental car company
that reimburses the expense.
Whether you're in a rental
or your own car, paying cash
for the gas opens a couple
more doors. The number one
rip-oft by far is by “palming”.
Palming happens when the
gas station attendant sees you

pulling US$50’s out of your
wallet for your fill up and he
pulls a US$20 from his left
pocket as he takes your US$50
in his right hand - all the while
chatting you up about your
wonderful stay here. He'll turn
quickly to look at the pump to
double-check the amount and
then turn back to you showing
you the US$20 and apologeti-
cally tell you it's not enough.
You immediately think you
messed up because you weren’t
paying attention (after all,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7



QUE PASA IN BAJA?...
continued from page 2

relocating to those cities.

Minimum Wage Increases
20%. Starting January 1%,
2023, the minimum wage in
the border zone of Mexico will
increase from 260 to 312 pesos
(From 13.70 to 16.40 USD) per
day, which was announced as
a fundamental benefit for local
families that have the least.

Although authorities tout-
ed the increase as a win for
the community, local business
groups were not so happy
about it as they said this will
probably just increase in-
flation, as there were other
increases in taxes for corpora-
tions too.

Although not a lot of peo-
ple get paid minimum wage
in Baja, for those that get it,
this increase will surely make
a difference. Minimum wage
is established differently in the
border zone of Mexico than in
the mainland, with the differ-
ence being about 50% more
for the border zone where, of
course, life is a lot more expen-
sive than in the mainland.

New Passport Office in
Airport. A new Mexican pass-
port office was inaugurated in
Tijuana’s airport by chancellor
Marcelo Ebrard and Governor
Marina del Pilar.

The office will be able to
expedite up to 1,000 passports
per day and will be highly

inclusive, having a play area
for kids, lactation room and
comfortable waiting rooms for
its users.

The office will be open with
an extended schedule from
8:00 to 20:00 hours every day
of the week.

Punta Colonet Megaport
on Schedule. According to the
head of the economic office in
Baja California, Kurt Honold,
the Punta Colonet mega port
project is currently advancing
on schedule.

“We will have the environ-
mental impact manifesto in
about 10 months, it’s the most
important thing in order to
start construction, in 4 years
we expect to have the first stage
of the port finished”, stated
Honold.

Rosarito Pier Being Re-
modeled. Hugo Antonio Tor-
res Ramirez, head of the Ro-
sarito Beach Hotel Council,
stated that the renovation of
the first 200 meters of the Ro-
sarito pier will be finished this
year, with 100% private funds.

Torres stated that the last
100 meters will be finished
during 2023, which will in-
clude an attractive restaurant
at the end of the pier.

Baja’s Christmas Security
Plan Started. From December
1, 2022, and until January 10,
2023, Baja’s Christmas Security
Plan will go into effect.

The plan has the objective
of strengthening the current
work on security and prevent-
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ing crimes during Christmas.

This means that we will be
seeing more police officers pa-
trolling in commercial zones,
banks, the border, airports,
and tourism attractions in
order to maintain a greater
sense of security for the popu-
lation. »

WHAT MEXICO HAS TAUGHT...
continued from page 3

my bicycle. Thad calmed down
by then. I can skip my meds
for a day. No big deal. T bet
they wouldn't tow my van if it
was only a few hours past due
on my 24 hour payment. The
receipt was on the windshield.
And I didn't really need to call
anyone to say I was goingtobe a
few hours late in getting home.
No big deal.

I get to The Estancia Inn.
They're full. OK. Igo nextdoor
to the newer and larger hotel.
They're full. I ask the desk clerk.
Why? There's a big wedding
this weekend. OK. I know
where there are other hotels,
stashed away, not on the main
road, Avenida Juarez, that won't
be full. You wanna guess? More
adventure. All seven hotels
that I went to were full. It must
have been a really BIG wedding.
AndIwas getting worried. The
heated bus station was closed so
I couldn't spend the night there.
I thought of going to the police
station and asking them what to
do. I'was thinking I should try

A Unique Stocking Stuffer!
Dust in My Sandals

Gift the journey into the heart of
the Baja experience

Rosarito Theatre Guild*
presents

Dlrector

deld Cattanioy EMPAC

Musical Director

_.December
7th’ Sth & 9th
2:00 pm

Salon Palacio
Event Center
Blvd. Benito Juarez #1025
Playas de Rosarito 22710 ¥
'+ 2nd Building South of McDonald's ,.
% Secure Parking on site &

Tickets are auailablle via PayPal
$25 for non-members, $20 for members
For tickets visit rosaritotheatre.org

to buy a coat or blanket some-
where if I was going to have to
walk all night. With a bicycle.
But, the very last hotel that I
know about.....tiny.....hidden
on a side street...had a room.
I grabbed the reservation card
and signed it. Then went to

Y SANDAL

my room. No toilet seat. No
shower head. The knob on the
side stand drawer was missing.
The TV was broken. And the
bottom sheet on the bed was
black. Pure black from the fac-
tory. (Just like at the Playboy
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Ask 5 Mexican

Since the FIFA World cup started, Mexican player
Andrés Guardado was exposed in social media
for taking his kid’s nanny on the trip. Opinions are
divided between the nanny being the luckiest
alive and the family being classist and racist.

What do you think?

Mateo Cortez, 18, baker.
I think I want to become a
nanny now! She is seen in pic-
tures enjoying the games with
the family, wearing a national
jersey, smiling and being a
part of the whole trip. People
are critizing because they are
jealous; of course, they are a
family that can not only afford
the trip for themselves, but for
the nanny too, and I bet they
pay her well.

Ana Solares, 32, teacher.
I think it’s not necessary to
have her posing in all photos,
it looks a little artificial. Of
course, she is the help and she
is loved since she deals with
the kids, but that is a job that
is often not completely regu-
larized; nannies often have no
health insurance, retirement
funds, paid vacations and have
to spend important dates away
from their families. She is from

llustration by danjazzia

a small community and most
likely has not seen her own
family because she has been
taking care of another one.

Andrés Romdn, 25, health-
care. I think we live in a very
hypocritical society and noth-
ing will ever make us happy,
I bet she lives better than a
person with a degree and gets
treated like a member of the
family, I've seen some more
photos online where she in-
teracts with the family like
another member and gets no
different treatment, sits at the
same table and everything. I
know many nannies get treated
poorly by way less wealthy
people, so she really is living
the dream.

Esteban Fernandez, 30,
secretary. People started call-
ing her “the Mary” and I think
that is super low as a country
with such a big indigenous

TASTE OVR NEW MENV (N
OUR NEWLY RENOVATED
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background. She has her own
name, not just a generic name
used for “service people”. And
most of those nasty comments
come from people who can’t
even afford a nanny, so I think
its all just jealousy.

David Ruiz, 45, researcher.
As long as she is happy and
has a fair salary, benefits and
is treated with dignity I think
we should all mind our own
businesses. There are jobs for
everything, and no job is less
than another, at least she is
having the time of her life, see-
ing the world, being a part of a
massive historic event.

Lucia Martin, 47, trainer.
I think this gives us an op-
portunity to think about how
we treat people in service at
our homes, if we have any. To
know if we were in the same
position, would we take them
to our family trips, cover their
expenses and let them enjoy?
I think the family is doing an
amazing thing and it looks
pretty fair from what I can see
but it is too little to judge. 4

COOKING LIKE A MEXICAN...
continued from page 4

figures. Though it is impossible
to date much of her poetry,
it is clear that, even after she
became a nun, Sor Juana wrote
secular love lyrics. Her wide
range—from the serious to the
comical and the scholarly to the
popular—is extremely unusual
for a nun. Sor Juana wrote both
allegorical religious dramas and
entertaining cloak-and-dagger
plays. Notable in the popular
vein are the villancicos (carols)
that she composed to be sung
in the cathedrals of Mexico
City, Puebla, and Oaxaca. Sor
Juana was as prolific as she was
encyclopedic. The authoritative
modern edition of her complete
works, edited by Alfonso Mén-
dez Plancarte and Alberto G.
Salceda, runs to four lengthy
volumes. Sor Juana Inés de la
Cruz is remembered as the
first published feminist of the
New World (the Americas)
and stands as a national icon
of Mexico, which commemo-
rated her on the 200-peso bill.

Come to the Christmas Service Saturday 24th at 9:00-11:00 am!

2 BILINGUAL CHURCH

Non-Denominational & Bible Teaching
Website: calvaryrosarito.com Facebook: Calvary Rosarito

Address: Calle Aguascalientes 2978,
Col. Constitucion, 22707, Rosarito, B. C.
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She is recognized for both her
outstanding writing and her
influential perspectives on
women and scholarship.

The San Jeronimo Convent
published their own recipe
book, all recipes picked and
hand written by Sor Juana,
but it’s unclear if she actually
cooked too. Along with verses
and her autograph, the book
has 36 recipes, of which only ten
are not sweet; which makes me
want to believe she had a sweet
tooth, just like me. Three of
those recipes are for bufiuelos,
but they are written in old Span-
ish and with no clear ingredient
amounts- lucky for you, I have
found the present-day adapta-
tion. I bring to you the recipe
that I think is the most delicious
of the three and also different
from what you might typically
find as bunuelos.

Cheese buiuelos:

Ingredients:

6 oz of cream cheese or un-
salted requeson

2 cups of flour

5 oz of unsalted butter at
room temperature

1 pinch of salt

Enough oil for frying (or
pork lard)

1 cup of sugar

3 tablespoons of cinnamon

Procedure:

Place cream cheese or re-
queson, flour, butter, and salt in
abowl and knead into a dough.
Once incorporated, knead for
an extra five minutes and cover
with plastic, let rest for half an
hour.

Roll on to a flat surface and
with the help of a mug or a
round 3-4” cookie cutter, cut
the dough in circles and fry
until golden.

Mix sugar and cinnamon to
make cinnamon sugar.

Roll around in cinnamon
sugar and serve warm.

Enjoy! I am always available
at ale.borbolla@gringogazette.

- e e e e e s

com and happy to hear from
youall. #

MY FAVOURITE PEMEX...
continued from page 5

greenbacks are all green) and
hand him more. That trick is
big money.

Next on the hit list is ex-
pecting change from your U.S.
dollar payment. You've likely
noticed that each gas station
posts a sign with a single rate
on it, for example “CAMBIO
18.60”. That’s the USD/MXN
exchange rate - the number
of pesos they will give you for
each dollar. All pumps ring up
in pesos. The attendant sees
your U.S. dollars and keys in
the 750 peso pump amount on
his phone and turns the phone
around and shows you $42.61.
You hand him $45 with a smile
and say keep the change. You
might do a quick mental cal-
culation using an easy 20 peso
conversion rate to rationalize
the amount and figure it’s close
enough. Meanwhile, the atten-
dant keyed in 17.60 (not 18.60)
to calculate the U.S. amount
and has now supplemented his
pay with your transaction by
US$2.29 plus the tip. The pay
is good today.

Using pesos only? Palming
also works with the local cur-
rency, by gaming the number
of notes you hand over. Pass
the attendant two or more
notes of the same denomina-
tion along with some change
and he may fumble and ac-
cidentally drop the handful
and come up showing you that
you came up short by 100 or
200 pesos, then it’s his word
against yours. Get out more
pesos.

Think paying with a credit
card is a better bet? Think
again, especially if the atten-
dant takes the card out of sight
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8



MY FAVOURITE PEMEX...
continued from page 7

to process. Always keep the
receipts to remind you of the
transaction dates and check
your credit card statements for
unknown transactions.

The gaming is not limited
to individual attendants either.
Pemex stations are privately
owned and the corporation
or government isn’t diligent
about measuring whether each
pump is correctly calibrated to
meter out the correct volume
of gas for each transaction.
It is possible you are getting
only 30 oz. of gas when a litre
is 35 oz. A few station owners
use this tactic, but you'll never
know which ones are and
which aren’t unless you're on
empty and fill right up. If your
tank holds 50 litres and gas is
priced at 20 pesos per litre and
the pump total shows 1,300
pesos then the math doesn’t

add up and you are being
taken, again.

So to sum it all up, you'll
unknowingly donate to the
local economy just by driving
a vehicle....who knew? The
best advice is to get those US
greenbacks converted to pesos
and pay attention to what you
are doing. Get out of the car,
look at the dipstick, watch the
oil get added, count out your
bills as you pass them over
and take the time to calculate
your USD exchange on your
own phone. And just before
you turn the ignition key and
drive off, count your change.
The last time I gassed up the
attendant tried to short me
100 pesos thinking I wouldn’t
notice. When I called him out
on it guess what he did? - he
gave me that great big Pemex
smile and handed me the extra
100 pesos. The best part of a
good scam is you never knew
it happened! Just keep smil-
ing. &
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WHAT MEXICO HAS TAUGHT...
continued from page 6

Mansion?)

Side note #1 The toilet and
shower were in the same 3'x 5'
room, no shower curtain, so
that you could theoretically sit
and shower at the same time.
Multi-tasking at it's finest.

Side note #2 There actu-
ally was one more hotel with a
vacancy. Rates were not by the
week or day, but by the hour. I
wonder what color their sheets
are?

Damage control went into
effect. I had a good meal of
shrimp aquachile with some
beers and a shot of mezcal.
Enjoyed the lovely downtown
plaza/jardin. Went to bed early
since I didn't have a jacket, but I
gotup at lam to see what sweet,
little Tecate looks like after dark.
Some food stands on Juarez
were still open and my hotel's
block had lots of street cats
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roaming around. Ilove cats.

As T checked out the next
morning I was refunded a 100
peso deposit after the desk
clerk inspected my room to
make sure I hadn't stolen any-
thing. What was left to take?
I bicycled to the border early
at 7:15am to find 35 people
waiting to cross ahead of me.
My van hadn't been towed and
I took my meds. And I had
delicious pastries from the day
before waiting in the van for a
rolling breakfast on Highway 94
as I headed home 4 hours later
than usually. When I got home
my own cat didn't say anything.
She just wanted her food.

So, what's the lesson that
this "adventure" into Mexico
taught me? Don't trust an
ANALOG watch even if the
hands are moving. I bought
a cheap DIGITAL watch the
next day and will never travel
without one because even if its
battery is failing you will be able
to instantly tell by seeing the
display weaken or disappear.
And if any of you are planning
to buy me a Rolex watch for this
Christmas......please do. You
will get a chance to see it again
on Ebay. »



