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BRINGING STUDENT AND COMMUNITY TALENT TO LIGHT

POETRY
SHORT FICTION
PHOTOGRAPHY
VISUAL ARTS
LOCAL MUSIC
CULTURAL EVENTS
 





While we were gathering submissions and developing this project, the assistant editor, 
Tina Fuentes, and I began referring to the magazine as the “lit pub.” We liked the idea that 
the abbreviation “lit” could stand for literary while also suggesting the light of knowledge 
or artistic inspiration. 
 
When I ask students to interpret the lines in which the speaker of Langston Hughes’s 
“Mother to Son” tells her son that on her ascent up the lifelong staircase of hardship, 
she has kept climbing, turning corners, reaching landings, “and sometimes, goin’ in the 
dark where there ain't been no light,” they often impress me with thoughtful 
interpretations and insights about darkness, the darkness that comes with the 
uncertainty, fear, despair, and loss that are universal to the human condition. After 
students read Dylan Thomas’s “Do not go gentle into that good night,” they discuss with 
fervor the lines in which the speaker insists that in the face of death, good men and grave 
men “rage against the dying of the light” and claim that so should we. It has been 
remarkable to hear and read students’ solemn and compassionate reactions to Ernest 
Hemingway’s “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place" and the aging, nihilistic waiter's perspective 
that "it was all a nothing, and a man was a nothing, too," but as the narrator points out, 
“light was all it needed.”  
 
Emily Dickinson wrote,"we grow accustomed to the dark." I also have felt a sense of 
darkness that comes with fear of failure and loss of inspiration, but the varied 
perspectives and insights of students have provided a light for me in times of personal, 
professional, and creative darkness. Reading the thoughtful essays, careful research 
papers, and elegant pieces of creative writing by our most gifted and diligent students has 
inspired me to keep striving to give my best each day in order to help them realize their 
academic potential. Flannery  O’Connor once wrote, “if I waited for inspiration, I’d still be 
waiting.” When students yearn for inspiration, I encourage them to keep working 
anyway in hopes that the inspiration will eventually come. With this in mind, I began to 
imagine the publication as lit from within like a beacon for students seeking not only 
inspiration but also an outlet for and recognition of their creativity and talents. Because 
one of our goals is to highlight the work of our brightest students alongside the work of 
inspiring and successful community members, this light is also like the light of a fire, the 
works showcased here ablaze with creative passion. These ancient conceits of fire and 
light appeal to me because of the moments I have seen in students' eyes or in their words, 
the light of understanding and curiosity or the spark of a love of poetry, literature, and 
the arts developing into a fire they will carry with them long after we part. 
 
Because the name of our literary and arts publication also carries the name of our school, 
we call it ASUN Lit Pub. Tina and I found it charming that the name, as well as the 
address to which students and contributors are invited to submit work, reads asunlitpub, 
as if the publication itself were lit by the sun like many of the images that appear on these 
pages are. It is our hope that ASUN Lit Pub will be a cultural light to students, faculty, 
contributors, and our community of readers. 
 
Best regards, 

Executive Editor 
Assistant Professor of English 
Arkansas State University- Newport
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A Christmas Story
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Arkansas State University-Newport provides an accessible,
affordable, quality education that transforms the lives of our

students, enriches our communities, and strengthens the
regional economy.
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― J.D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye
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-Toni Morrison
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PINE CONE 





LA CHUTE D’EAU 
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-Andrew W.K.
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ASUN 
Coffee 
House 

Events 

performances welcome!  

PRESENTED BY BRUCE SMOCK 
 

HOSTED BY 
ASU-NEWPORT JONESBORO CAMPUS 

HOSPITALITY SERVICES 
 

Join us each semester for 
Poetry Readings, 

Live Music, 
Coffee, and 

Refreshments 
Admission-free cultural events 

open to students, faculty, friends, 
family, and community members 



-Andy Warhol
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M O V I E S  
I N  T H E  P A R K  

S P R I N G  A N D  S U M M E R  M O V I E  S E R I E S  
PRESENTED BY ASU-NEWPORT 

A r k a n s a s  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y -  N e w p o r t  

M o n t h l y  C o m m u n i t y  M o v i e  N i g h t s  A p r i l - S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 8  

J O I N  U S  F O R  F U T U R E  E V E N T S !  



September 2018



October 25th 
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Raven, First Place

















N O A H  R E E V E S
#NOAHSTRONG

BENEFIT  CONCERT 
THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER 8TH

P E R F O R M A N C E S  B Y  L O C A L  
M U S I C I A N S    I N C L U D I N G : 

Surface and Breathe, Wildlife, 
Erik Edwards, Brian Nobles, and Sleuthfoot 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MELISSA DONNER AND BEN ADKINS

Cregeen's hosted a benefit concert to show support for 
Noah Reeves, a senior at Jonesboro High School who was 

the winner of the Computer Networking Technology and 
Troubleshooting Contest held on the Marked Tree Campus 

and received a scholarship to Arkansas State University- 
Newport. The family-friendly community event was open 

to music lovers of all ages, and attendees of the 
fundraiser enjoyed a silent auction, raffle prizes, and 





ASUNLitPub showcases literary and fine arts submissions and
contributions gathered from students and members of the

communities the campuses of Arkansas State University-
Newport serve in Newport, Jonesboro, and Marked Tree. 

The publication was curated and edited by assistant editor
Tina Fuentes and executive editor, Emily Pasmore Doyle. 
The layout was designed by Emily Pasmore Doyle, using
Adobe InDesign, Adobe Creative Suite, and the design

applications, Phonto and Canva. The magazine was printed 
by Short Run Printing, Ltd. in April of 2019.






