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Exploding Population 
in La Ribera

BY DAVID FLORES BY DAVID FLORES
The population of 4,500 in 

La Ribera on the East Cape, 
home to the Costa Palmas de-
velopment, is expected to grow 
to 25,000 or 30,000 in the next 
10 years, said government dele-
gate Miguel Mijares. In the next 
two years, it's expected to dou-
ble to 9,000 people. La Ribera is 
home to the large Costa Palmas 
development, which includes 
the Four Seasons resort and 

residences and the Hacienda de 
Palmas and Vista La Ribera Ho-
tels. The town is a great fishing 
spot with an abundance of fish-
ies. It is also great for kayaking, 
paddle boarding, snorkeling, 
diving, hiking, camping, or just 
laying down on the sand with a 
cold one or margarita. It is close 
to the National Marine Park of 
Cabo Pulmo, the only living 
coral reef in the state.

Photo courtesy of Los Cabos Guide

Real Estate Offices Shut Down 
by Government Agency

Mexico’s Consumer pro-
tection agency, known as 
PROFECO, shut down sev-
eral real estate businesses in 
Los Cabos in late December. 
The reason is that they did 
not comply with NOM-247, 
specifically the part that man-
dates that “Costs and prop-

erty prices must be written in 
Mexican pesos. Dollars may 
be included but with the nota-
tion that the real price will be 
that of pesos on the date pay-
ment is made.” The local chap-
ter of the Mexican Association 
of Real Estate Professionals 
(AMPI) is negotiating an 

extension in the enforcement 
of the law to allow brokers to 
adjust their contracts. Folks, 
the details of NOM-247 were 
published in the November 21 
edition of the Gringo Gazette, 
page 13. Look for it in www.
gringogazette.com and pay 
attention!,
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First Flight From San Di-
ego Arrives in BCS. The air-
strip in San Juanico, on the 
northern pacific side of our 
Southern Baja state, received 
the first flight of the Scorpio 
Group’s private aircraft, which 
also owns the Scorpio Hotel. 
San Juanico, with only 500 
inhabitants and located 202 
kilometers north of Ciudad 
Constitution, is famous for 
its big waves at Scorpion Bay, 
a surfers’ paradise. 

Transpeninsular Train 
Might Become a Reality. 
Southern Baja’s lawmaker Al-

fredo Porras confirmed that 
there is an $8 million USD 
project in progress to build 
a railroad and train to travel 
from Tijuana to Cabo San 
Lucas. If approved in 2023, it 
would be built in 4 years and 
would travel 1,056 miles to 
bring cargo and passengers 
to and from Tijuana to all the 
Baja peninsula. And to send 
migrants to the U.S. border.

Mexico’s Economy Sky-
rockets. It ranks now as the 
6th out of 34 countries ana-
lyzed by the British magazine 
The Economist. We are just 

under Greece, Portugal, Ire-
land, Israel and Spain, yet 
above Canada (#7), Japan, 
France and the U.S. (#20). The 
magazine’s ranking considers 
5 economic and financial fac-
tors: GDP growth, inflation, 
inflation breadth (Google it), 
stock market performance and 
government debt. 

 Los Cabos May Get Help 
From Europe. Margarita Diaz, 
head of the Los Cabos water 
supply agency (known as 
Oomsapas, for its looong 
name in Spanish, revealed that 
her agency is seeking financial 
support from Europe through 
FIDEGOC. The latter stands 
for “Foundation committed 
to the search for trustwor-
thy governments around the 
world,” a global entity whose 
“main interest is to serve the 
development of trustworthy 
governments and citizens.” 
The financial help could come 
as a loan at very low-interest 
rates, or a partial loan and 
part donation. The monies 
would be used to improve the 
water supply infrastructure 
and operate new water wells 
throughout the municipality. 

Alt and Electronic Music 

Fest Announced. RÜFÜS DU 
SOL, the Sydney, Australia 
alternative dance group are 
bringing their SunDream 
second concert to San Jose 
del Cabo, following their suc-
cessful first concert in Cancun 
earlier this year. The Grammy 
award winners will include 
in their lineup performances 
from Tale of Us, Michael 
Bibi, Monolink, DJ Tennis, 
Carlita, Weval, Jimi Jules and 
more alongside the Australian 
powerhouse electronic band. 
The concert will take place at 
El Ganzo Sculpture Gardens 
from May 5-8. 

How Big is the Informal 
Economy in Mexico? Big, af-
fecting tax revenue. Mexican 
outdoor markets, called Tian-
guis, beach and street ped-
dlers, taco stands and many 
more pay very small tax fees 
in the form of permits, but no 
more. No 16% Value added 
tax (IVA), no income tax, 
and no rent. This represents 
23.7% of the Gross Domestic 
Product and is growing at a 
pace of 1.9% a year. And yet 
we wonder why Mexico’s in-
frastructure, education, pub-
lic transportation and other 
themes are so bad. Sigh.

Clean Energy Park Begins 
Operations. Using the wind's 
kinetic energy, the new $32 
million (USD) “Coromuel” 
park will produce 56 mega-
watts of clean energy for our 
Southern Baja state. It was 
built by the Japan-based Eu-
rus Energy America Corp. 
and its installation began in 
mid-2020. It is located on 
Km. 69 on the road from La 
Paz to Ciudad Constitution. 
This and the new natural gas-
fueled electrical plant in La 
Paz will greatly reduce sum-
mer blackouts.

Militar y-Run Airline 
Might Begin Operations in 
2023. AMLO, President of 
Mexico, announced that the 
National Defense Secretariat 
(SEDENA) will operate a new 
commercial airline in the 4th 
quarter of 2023, under the 
name of Mexicana de Avi-
acion. Some of you might re-
member the old airline, which 

was Mexico’s largest, operated 
for 89 years and went bank-
rupt in the summer of 2010. 
SEDENA has acquired its legal 
name but it is still unknown if 
it will hire the old Mexicana 
employees. 

Tequila Exports Break Re-
cord. The Ministry of Econo-
my reports that tequila exports 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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specials for self installation
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and have your custom screens 
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Artist Studio Tour
Beautiful art, beautiful homes and one 
great day!

As the world continues to 
claw its way back to normal, 
Asociación de Artes (AdA) 
is here to provide you with 
a great day with the Artist 
Studio Tour on Wednesday, 
February 8th from 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. The tour is conveniently 
located just a short drive from 
anywhere in Los Barriles! The 
nature of this event especially 
lends itself to being Covid-
safe as it is easy to maintain 
social distance, lends to small 
groups and is spread out in 
several locations.  

If you have not been on 
this tour, now is the time to 

go as it is a two-in-one event! 
Not necessarily a home tour, 
but you get to see the home 
and studios of some of the 
most popular artists in the 
Los Barriles area in addition 
to seeing the latest and great-
est work of these select artists. 
We have several new homes 
on the tour this year. It is great 
to see the artists’ homes as you 
can learn a lot about their art 
from their homes and studio. 
You can often see where they 
get their inspiration for their 
work, understand their love 
of textures and color and 
see where their personalities 

come out in their work and 
their home.

The 2023 tour will feature 
over 17 homes (several are 
side-by-side homes). Many of 
the homes will showcase the 
works of more than one artist, 
giving you the opportunity to 
see the work of 25+ different 
artists! Artists on the tour 
vary from fabric, jewelry, bead 
or soft goods medium, weav-
ing, photography, oil, acrylic 
and watercolor paintings, 
wood, ceramic and pottery 
and natural materials and 
that is just a sample! Artists 
include Elizabeth Perkins 
with some silver and precious 
stone jewelry, Victoria’s Sunny 
Dresses with Baja perfect 
clothing, the Apron Lady 
with sewn art creations, San 
Antonio weavers, Michele 
Melehes with up-cycled in-
digenous Guatemala and 

contemporary clothes, Mary 
Naylor our poster artist, Julie 
Shipman Photography and 
the artwork of Colin Harival, 
Jeff Heintzman, Tamera Hall, 
and Connie Heinen – just 
to name a few of the artists. 
We will also have the first 
exhibition of the paintings of 
Steven King since his passing 

in 2021! 
Getting tickets is super 

easy with our drive-through 
ticket booth located at the 
Baja Properties office in Los 
Barriles (across from Tio 
Pablos Restaurant and Hotel 
Palmas de Cortez). The ticket 
booth location will be well-

BY DAVID FLORES
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Museum Captures 
300 Years’ of Cowboy 
History In Baja

BY KATHRYN REED
The smell of new leather 

wafts through the entrance, 
an appropriate greeting for a 
museum all about cowboys.

Museo del Vaquero de las 
Californias (MuVaCa for short 
and the Cowboy Museum of 
the Californias in English) 
opened in the tiny Baja town 
of El Triunfo the first week 
of November. (It’s still hard 
to believe this was once the 
most populated town in Baja 
California Sur.)

This ode to cowboy history 
is as well done as the min-
ing museum (Museo Ruta de 
Plata/Silver Route Museum) 
that is on the same street.

The museum captures 
more than 300 years of cow-
boy traditions throughout 

the Baja peninsula. Details 
include aspects about life be-
fore the Spanish arrived, their 
influence, life after they were 
conquered, and the war with 
the United States that resulted 
in a large swath of Mexico be-
coming part of the U.S.

One display points out, 
“During the war between 
the United States and Mexi-
co, rancheros and vaqueros 
joined together to defend their 
lands. On December 6, 1846, 
at the Battle of San Pasqual 
(in present-day San Diego 
County), Californios defeated 
U.S. forces while armed only 
with lances, swords, and a few 
firearms.”

In other words, the Mexi-
cans won at least one battle 

before losing the war.
Information is written in 

English and Spanish, as is the 
case at the mining museum.

Walking in there are dis-
plays of cowboys in all their 
garb. The circular layout then 
leads visitors to the small 
theater where a film (also in 
English and Spanish) gives a 
thorough history about the 
vaqueros up to present day.

This is a good foundation to 
have before visiting the main 
museum which is in a separate 
building across a walkway that 
includes a tiered concrete seat-
ing area where outdoor presen-
tations could be conducted.

There is so much to read, 
see and absorb in the museum 
that it would make sense to 
go multiple times. There is 
no way to grasp everything in 
one visit.

While the story and evolu-
tion of the Baja cowboy are 
fascinating, I seemed to be 
most enamored by the clothing 
for the people and the horses. 
The detail in the saddles was 
stunning. It was like artwork.

One display said, “The Baja 
California Sur saddle was de-
signed to manage cattle safely 
in the harsh environment by 
protecting mount and rider 
from spines and thorns.”

The desert is not a forgiving 
place so protection is neces-
sary, even today.

Because living off the land 
is hard work no matter where 
one does it the early vaqueros 
had to be resourceful.

“As the population grew, 
hides, tallow, milk, cheese, 
and other products were trans-
ported through the Sierra of 
the peninsula to towns and 
cities that depended on the 

ranches for their supplies. In 
Alta California, the interna-
tional tallow and leather trade 
gave rise to a boom; some 
families amassed huge tracts 
of pastureland for thousands of 
cattle,” one display reads. “The 
importance of livestock ranch-
ing as the economic base and 
the proliferation of wild cattle 
prompted the systematization 
of rodeos, the establishment 
of controlled herds, and the 
mark of ownership through 
branding.”

Today, one does not have to 
go far out of any town in Baja 
Sur to come across a ranch. 
Cowboys are still very much a 
part of the 21st century.

“The mountains of Guada-
lupe and La Giganta are home 
to hundreds of families who 
live a life similar to their an-
cestors of over 300 years ago,” 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Creatures of the Night
BY CAM RENAUD

Los Cabos after dark is an 
interesting place. Once the sun 
goes down, and particularly 
after Cabo midnight (aka 9 
p.m. for us retiree types), all 
sorts of creatures come to life. 
The most obvious are vaca-
tioning partiers who head out 
to the bars at 11 p.m. for an 
evening of prowling in the lo-
cal nightclubs. But I’m talking 
about the local 4-legged spe-
cies. Ironically, they have the 
same agenda -- a little food, 
a little drink and possibly a 
little sex.  

We live out towards the 
East Cape, across the San Jose 
bridge over the estuary and 
beyond landscaped roads, 
where open spaces remind you 
of the desert that lies under all 
those concrete buildings. The 
nighttime locals are mammals, 
but mostly the 4-legged kind. 
Supposedly there are close to 
100 species of mammals liv-

ing in the Baja, although you 
wouldn’t know it by what you 
see during daylight hours; 
many are curled up snoozing 
in dens, thickets or just well 
camouflaged getting ready to 
rise when darkness falls once 
again. We were fascinated by 
stories about this nightlife so 
decided to put up a night mo-
tion trail camera to see who or 
what came out to party.

At first, we’d see predictable 
pictures of our cat or his little 
feral amiga who knows his 
arrival brings opportunities 
for food. Then we started cap-
turing pictures of other furry 
friends like foxes scoping out 
our yard or coming for a drink 
from our water fountain. A fox 
(zorro in Spanish) is an oppor-
tunistic feeder that will gladly 
get into your household gar-
bage if given the opportunity. 

Recently, on Christmas 
Eve, shortly after getting into 

bed, we heard rustling on our 
roof. We hadn’t put out the 
camera and I knew it wasn’t 
Santa’s reindeer bringing me 
all sorts of wonderful presents, 
so jumped out of bed, got a 
flashlight, and headed out to 
see what was going on. My 
gift was spotting two young 
raccoons chasing each other 
around. Although there are 
endemic Mexican raccoons, 
these were the kind you’d see 
up north. The story, or tall 
tale, is that they got down here 
when a pregnant female was 
a stowaway in a motorhome 
years ago. They are omni-
vores and will eat anything, 
so endemic or not, they are 
survivors here. 

In the same camp as rac-
coons, there are skunks here as 
well and not only the common 
Pepe La Pew striped skunk. 
We’ve seen doorbell camera 
pictures of pretty spotted 
skunks.

Skunks will eat anything 
from insects to mice and fallen 
fruits or seeds. They fear coy-
otes, also living amongst us, 
so remember that your dog is 

a coyote to them and you may 
end up with a stinky problem. 

The coyotes survive here be-
cause there are hares. Think 
big ears and big hind legs. The 
ears are not only for hearing 
predators but for cooling dur-
ing the hot summer. 

Hares and mice are a di-
etary staple for the local cou-
gars, bobcats, lynx and an-
other really stinky boy, the 
ringtail cat, also referred to as 
a southwestern civet.

You will likely smell a civet 
before you ever see one as 
they produce a strong odor 
from glands in their backside 
without provocation.

One reason there are lots of 
mice and other rodents here is 
that there is also a lot for them 
to eat. Deer mice and Kanga-
roo mice are most common in 
the Baja peninsula.  

They are basically her-
bivores and can survive on 
seeds. Like rabbits, they too 
are prolific breeders. In fact, 
mice are amazingly good at 
math. In a year, two mice can 
become 5,082 mice!! That 
guarantees a steady supply not 
only for predatory mammals 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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increased 34.1% this year from 
January to October, compared 
to the same period in 2021. 
Total reported sales reached 
$3.6 billion and are grow-
ing faster than beer exports, 
which during the same period 
sold $5 billion USD. Cheers!

How Many Cruise Ship 
Passengers visited Cabo? 
During 2022, the number of 
cruise passengers that vis-
ited Cabo, Loreto and La 
Paz surpassed the half-a-
million mark. Cabo welcomed 
462,358, Loreto 18,151 and La 
Paz 17,936. Add the numbers 

QUE PASA IN CABO...

continued from page 2

and the total is 498,445 and 
that was just until December 
20. According to statistics, 
each passenger spends an av-
erage of $70 bucks in tequila, 
margaritas, beer, trinkets, food 
and tours, or over $35 million 
this year. 

How’s Inflation in Los Ca-
bos? While Mexico’s inflation 
ended at 7.7% this year, the 
price of groceries in Los Cabos 
has increased 20%, according 
to the La Paz chapter of the 
National Chamber of Com-
merce. Restaurants in La Paz 
have increased their prices by 
15%, said the president of the 
La Paz restaurants association. 
It’s time to get on a diet! In de-
spite of the increase, Costco in 

Cabo has been packed to the 
rafters, with days when one 
can’t even find a parking spot. 
Happy New Year!

Lots of Whale Sharks Spot-
ted in La Paz. The whale shark 
season officially begins in 
November and at this time of 
the year over 30 of the huge 
fishies have been seen in La 
Paz. Boat tour operators have 
scanned over 40 miles of water 
where the whale sharks usual-
ly gather and they think there 
might be more. The whale 
shark holds many records for 
size in the animal kingdom, 
most notably being by far 
the largest living nonmam-
malian vertebrate, with the 
largest confirmed individual 

measuring 18.8 meters (nearly 
62 feet).

Cabo New Tourist Devel-
opment Approved. Finally, 
development has reached 
Migriño, the small, mostly 
ranchers’ community just 15 
minutes north of Cabo on the 
road to Todos Santos. With 
their own desalination plant, 
a 242-acre piece of land will 
be converted into hotels, resi-
dences and a beach club. 

New Quota for New Devel-
opments Suggested. All Cabo 
residents are aware of the lack 
of housing for workers, and 
the lack of legalized land to 
build them. Eduardo Sanchez-
Navarro, the largest tourist 
developer in Los Cabos, has 

suggested that every developer 
that wants to build additional 
or new hotels, residences, etc., 
pays 10 grand per room to the 
city, to acquire more land for 
housing programs. What do 
you think?

Moratorium on Develop-
ment Suggested. At a recent 
meeting with the Los Cabos 
Coordinating Council, devel-
oper Eduardo Sanchez-Navar-
ro proposed applying a mora-
torium of four months for any 
upcoming development, or 
until the Urban Development 
Plan is in place and approved 
by all involved. Is this a good 
idea? Enforcement of the ex-
isting building regulations is 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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The best season in Mexican 
food is coming to an end, and 
the last celebration to mark 
it is known as Candelaria. In 
the United States, they have 
Groundhog Day and in Mexico 
we have Candelaria. Known as 
Candlemas in English, there 
are many Catholic countries 
that celebrate Día de la Cande-
laria. However, Candelaria in 
Mexico has special traditions 
that are only found in Mexico, 
some of which even date back 
to the Aztecs. The funny thing 
is that many Mexicans have 
no idea why Candelaria is cel-
ebrated. Día de la Candelaria 
takes place 40 days after Christ-
mas. The holiday is celebrated 
on February 2nd because, ac-
cording to ancient Jewish tradi-
tion, a woman was considered 
unclean after giving birth, and 
was not allowed in the Temple 
for 40 days after the birth of 

a child. Therefore, Día de la 
Candelaria celebrates when 
the Virgin Mary was allowed 
to enter the Jewish Temple. It 
also is considered the true end 
of the holiday season—after 

Three Kings Day—which sig-
nals the complete end of the 
winter festivals. 

Candlemas is one of the 

oldest celebrations in Christen-
dom. Historical records attest 
to festivals held in Jerusalem 
during the 4th Century C.E. 
We also have evidence for 

Candlemas being celebrated 
in Rome, and other parts of the 
Roman Empire. The themes of 
purification involved in Día 
de la Candelaria meant that it 
was often combined with other 
pagan celebrations around 
that time, such as Lupercalia. 
Candlemas has since been ob-
served in locations throughout 
Europe and the Americas. 

Día de la Candelaria is not 
an official holiday in Mexico. 
It can sometimes land on Con-
stitution Day (which is the 
first Monday in February), but 
as a holiday, it’s not observed 
throughout the whole coun-
try. However, there are many 
places that celebrate Día de la 
Candelaria with special mass 
services that commemorate 
the religious holiday. One of 
the typical features of Día de 
la Candelaria is the eating of 
tamales. Traditionally, Rosca 
de Reyes is shared on Día de 
Reyes—which is celebrated 
on January 6th. Inside this 
bread is hidden a tiny figurine 
of Baby Jesus. Whoever finds 
the figurine in their slice or 
happens to cut close to it must 
host the Candlemas celebration 

NEW LOCATION!
Next to the Convention 
Center, San Jose del Cabo.
Open Monday – Saturday 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Ph. 624-142-2121
      624-105-2323
eMail:
tienda17@hotmail.com

CONSIGNMENT STORE

eMail: laboratoriossalud@hotmail.com & sadatlaboratorio@hotmail.com
Phone: 612-454-0051  |  Cell 612 157 5415

Best prices in Southern Baja

LA PAZ: Cuauhtemoc Street Corner with Independencia. 
CIUDAD CONSTITUCION: Agustin Olachea Street between 
Francisco Villa and Emiliano Zapata #8 Downtown.

LOCATIONS:

CABO SAN LUCAS: Leona Vicario Corner with Lago De Chapala, Col. Lagunitas 
SAN JOSE: Forjadores St. between Herreros & Mecanicos, Col. Santa Rosa.
TODOS SANTOS: Colegio Militar w/ Ignacio Zaragoza , Downtown.
LORETO: Deportiva St. # 17 between Maquinistas and Misioneros, Downtown.

SMAC 31: Blood Count, Urine Test, Coproparasitoscopic 1, 
Total Proteins, Electrolytes, Liver Function Test). $380 Pesos
PACKAGE B: Glucose, cholesterol, Uric Acid, Triglycerides, 
Red. $100 Pesos

which includes cooking loads 
of tamales for the whole family 
and then some. 

Authentic homemade ta-
males are something magi-
cal, a dish passed down from 
generations before Mexico 
was colonized. Although many 
Central American countries 
say that tamales are endemic 
to their region, none of them 
have the diversity in tamales 
that we do. We have up to 5,000 
different recipes for tamales. It 
is such a popular dish, cheap, 
feeds many, and is easy to 
make when you have been 
taught right. Tamales are the 

perfect blend of European and 
prehispanic traditions. Tamalli, 
the original name coming from 
Nahuatl, were not made from 
pork lard as they are today. 
Pork meat, chicken and cheeses 
were not used either, and now-
adays there’s no way we could 
imagine tamales without these. 

Archeological evidence 
shows tamales as a part of 
day-to-day life in most cul-
tures in Mexico. Tamales ap-
peared in religious rituals, 
offerings and tombs. In the 
case of the Mayans, there are 
even sculptures and paintings. 
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Now introducing the latest innovation from Phantom Screens - new 
retractable screens for multi-panel, sliding and folding glass wall 
systems that cover openings up to 24 feet wide and 10 feet high. 

1-888-250-3517  
MX 624-210-1971  

info@bajascreens.com  
bajascreens.com

Open up your living space & enjoy the 
outdoors without the bugs 

00.627.384 Baja Screens Baja Home Mag 1-4.indd   1 2017-06-12   8:30 AM

info@bajascreens.com
bajascreens.com

1-888-250-3517
MX 624-210-1971
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PROFESSIONAL THERAPIST

Need a Massage?
From swedish to physiotherapy.

All you need. we take the spa to 
your home. Muscle and body 

wellness mobile spa
624.129.16.13

*Security Cameras *Wifi *PC & 
Server Support *Audio/Video 

*Satellite *Smart Home
624-157-1289 • cabotek@gmail.com

Cabo Tek
IT SOLUTIONS

IT PROJECT MANAGER

November 5th, 2012
.COM

25

CHURCH SERVICES JEWISH SERVICES

CHURCH SERVICES

CONDO RENTALS
C.S.L. Props

Affordable downtown
CONDO RENTALS

Studio & 1 bedrm by
month or week

Cel.624-1147-008 Ph.143-3262
cslprops@prodigy.net.mx

SAILBOAT
45' Private Sailing, Snorkel or
Sunset Cruise Charters. Bar &

Lunch, 1/2 price for locals.
Only $350 USD.

Book up to 10 people - 4hours.
Ph.173-0046 anytime.

CUSTOM FRAMING

BOATS & YACHTS

Main Church in
Square San Jose

CATHOLIC CHURCH

Bilingual Mass
every Sunday at

Noon Come join
all residents
and tourists

Father Juvencio

CELEBRATE RECOVERY

DOG GROOMING CABO INFO

w w w . g o t c a b o . c o m

got cabo?got cabo?got cabo?got cabo?got cabo?got cabo?got cabo?got cabo?got cabo?got cabo?

MASSAGE THERAPY

BAJA CHRISTIANS

Back PBack PBack PBack PBack Painainainainain
Dr. Stanley Song, D.C.

Pain Control & Bio-Kinetic Energy level up
Office. 143-9597 Cell. 044 624 122 1426

Palmer Graduate with 28
years U.S. experience.

CHIROPRACTOR

WATER LEAK PROTECTION

CALVARY CHAPEL

TRANSLATOR
Local Legal Translator
English-Frances-Español
& Viceversa
TSJ  de BCS
# SGA-466/992 & 179/996
Ph. 143-3262
Cel 624-1147-008
cslprops@prodigy.net.mx

CHIROPRACTOR
Bill Sniechowski, D.C.Bill Sniechowski, D.C.Bill Sniechowski, D.C.Bill Sniechowski, D.C.Bill Sniechowski, D.C.

Cabo: At Blue Medical Net Hospital
Todos Santos: At Hotelito
Cell. 044 624 118 1603

• Acute &
Chronic
Injuries

• Certified in
Sports Medicine &
Clinical Nutrition

• Personalized Diet,
Exercise & Rehab
Program

COUNSELING

U.S. TAXES

Courteous,trustworthy,professional

25 years experience &
Voted Best in Baja.

 USA           Mexico

www.Monicapagelogistics.com

SHIPPING SERVICES

KITCHEN & DECOR

BAR FOR RENT

MASSAGE THERAPY

CONTRACTOR

WHEELCHAIRS

PAPERWORKS

INSURANCE

AMAZING WOODWORK

Directory Of ServicesDirectory Of Services
BOATS AND YACHTS

Advertise he
re

for just $16

Call 1430865

Advertise he
re

for just $16

Call 1430865

SHIPPING SERVICES

BABYSITTING / WORKSHOPS

Educational, healthy and fun options for 
children. Art / Science / Wellness. 
At your Home, hotel, park, etc. B-Day 
parties & Special Events

Lili & Sofia, bajakidslab@gmail.com, 624-154-9383
www.bajakidslab.com  FB: Bajakids.lab.7 / Instagram: BajaKidsLab

Official Translator

State Official Certified
Translator (docmts)
Interpreter (Langge) 
FREN - ENGLISH - SPAN - ITAL

All Genre - All Year
Cel. 624-1147-008
rinobb@yahoo.com

UPHOLSTERY

Pamela Araya
Upholstery and Drapery | Interior Design 

Phone: (558) 106 3066  

International Insurance Services
Discounted Rates without
Discounted Service

INSURANCE

Fully Licensed with Over
50 years of experience
Toll  free from US and Canada
624-143-1212 • 1-866-376-2289
w w w . c a b o i n s u r a n c e . c o m

PROJECT AND CONSTRUCTION

Schedule an initial virtual meeting,
don´t hesitate, and solve your doubts.

Cell/Whatsapp 612 139 8795
banahbuilders@gmail.com

One 
Custom 
Home at 
a Time.

SMOKEHOUSE
ALL FISH PROCESSING ALL FISH PROCESSING 

SERVICES SMOKEHOUSESERVICES SMOKEHOUSE  
Vacuum Packing and Smoking, Includes Vacuum Packing and Smoking, Includes 
FREE: Filleting, Freezing and storage !! FREE: Filleting, Freezing and storage !! 

GRICELDA SMOKEHOUSEGRICELDA SMOKEHOUSE
Ph. 143-7266 - VHF channel 71, Ph. 143-7266 - VHF channel 71, 

We do pick up and deliveryWe do pick up and delivery
graceincabo@hotmail.comgraceincabo@hotmail.com

PET SITTER?
• Experience with kids and pets
• Special needs included!
• Previous swim teacher 
• 19 years old
Contact me anytime!
Cell: +1 (772) 205-4027
Email: ailana.martinez@outlook.com

INTERNATIONAL MOVING
Simply the Best for International Moving

USBORDER
MOVERS

CANADA - USA - MEXICO
Professionally transported with Care

US: 480-232-3518 Mex. (Cell): 638-113-8365
www.bordermovers.com | geoff@bordermovers.com

HOST / PRIVATE CHEF

Diego Manfredi +521 984-184-9864
conciergediego@gmail.com

Visit our website at:
www.conciergediego.com

• Vacation Rentals
• Property Sales Tours
• Real Estate Counseling
• Private Chefs
• Concierge Services

MR. FIX-IT PLUS
ROOFING REPAIRS & MOREROOFING REPAIRS & MORE
Plumbing repairs • Small Renos 

Wood Work • Tile & Cement Work

35 Years Experience35 Years Experience
Ph. 624-329-1700

right-way-roofing@hotmail.comright-way-roofing@hotmail.com
wwww.caboroofing.com.mxwwww.caboroofing.com.mx

San Jose Del Cabo

Directory of Services

Directory of Services Directory of ServicesDirectory of Services

Advertise here
1” x $200 USD x 3 months

2” x $400 USD x 3 months

3” x $600 USD x 3 monthS

YACHT SERVICES

bajayacht@gmail.com
Capt. Sheldon Caughey

52-624-110-2673

MARINE SURVEYORMARINE SURVEYOR
Cabo, San Jose, La Paz
Rates from $20 per foot

YACHT DOCUMENTATION
Charter Permits, All U.S. Transfers

NAIL BAR & SPA

At Marina Sol Resort – One block 
from Medano Beach – Free Parking

Land line 624-130-1441 Text or 
WhatsApp 624-150-5439

www.marinasolnailbarandspa.com

Manicures • Pedicures
Massages • Facials • Oxygen Bar

Manicures • Pedicures
Massages • Facials • Oxygen Bar

CABO FREIGHT

USA – MEXICO – USA

cabofreight.comcabofreight.com

30+ Years Experience
AUTO SHIPPING

MX Tel 624-151-5530
HOUSEHOLD MOVING
USA Tel 310-272-9500

ENGLISH TV IN CABO

*Live Internet TV HERE*
* Works with Starlink 

Internet *
Monthly subscription 

required
CaboStreamTV.com 

624.160.8726
Stream TV with Internet.

Over 11,000 live TV 
Channels, Movies & TV 
Series,(VOD) & more.

EMERGENCY AIR EVACUATION SERVICES

In a medical emergency,
do you have a plan?

• 24/SEVEN/365 Support for evacuations
• Home Hospital of your choice
• Flexible plans to fit your lifestyle & budget
• 30+ years experience
• Average 2 member services per day

Scan to check 
out my website!

Shelley BurlesonShelley Burleson
Mex: 442.452.5585

US: 512.470.2296
shelley.burleson@skymed.com

PILATES AND YOGA STUDIO

Ph. 624 157 9146
reform.restore@gmail.com

Private and Semiprivate Classes
Specialized in herniated disc and 

scoliosis

marked and easy to find. You 
drive in off of 20th Novembre 
and exit at the side street. It 
can’t get any simpler! Tickets 
are sold the day of the event 
from 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. and 
prices have remained $100 
pesos or $5.00 usd. You will 
get your map to the studios 
and your wristbands for entry.

The artist studio tour has 
become a favorite event for 
many in Baja Sur. Friends 
meet and tour the studios, 
take a break for lunch at one 
of our great restaurants here 
in Los Barriles and finish the 
tour stops. Being a few days 
before Valentine’s Day you 
can get your shopping 
done while enjoying 
the tour. Get gifts 
for your loved ones 
and yourself ! And 
if you are one of the 

ARTIST STUDIO TOUR...

continued from page 3

many new residents 
in Baja Sur, what a 
great chance to get 
some new local art 
and accessories for 
your home and that 
includes your closet 
and jewelry box!

We have worked 
hard to ensure that 
we can provide for 
our guests and art-
ists an event where 
we can maintain the 
government’s Covid 
Safety regulations and 
be safe. With that said, 
make sure you check 
our website (www.
eastcapearts.com) for 
the latest information 
on any Covid related 

re- s t r ic t ions . 

Please note: Masks may 
be required if it is re-
quired here in Baja Sur.

The Studio Tour is 
one of the major fun-
draisers of the Aso-
ciación de Artes del 
Mar de Cortez, whose 
mission is “Improving 
the educational expe-
rience for all students 
of the East Cape”. This 
runs from providing 
school supplies, main-
tenance at the schools, 
sports programs and 
summer  prog rams . 
Come and help us con-
tinue the mission. See 
you on February 8 for 
the Artist Studio Tour! 
More details at www.
eastcapearts.com ,

MUSEUM CAPTURES 300...

continued from page 4

the museum teaches. “Today, 
nearly 5,000 people continue 
living much of that lifestyle: 
tending the garden; making 
tools, leatherwork, cheeses, 
and knives for sale prepar-
ing food; and performing the 
many tasks it takes to remain 
on the ranches.”

Hours: Thursday-Monday, 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Cost: 100 pesos ($5) adults, 
75 pesos for BCS residents, 60 
pesos for seniors

Email: info@muvaca.com
Address: Calle Ayunta-

miento (entre Gral. Márquez 
de León y Minero Num. 1), El 
Triunfo. Web: muvaca.com ,
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Info: Cell 624-147-0478

Classified AdsClassified Ads
HOW DO I POST A CLASSIFIED IN THE GG?

ROYAL PALMS FOR SALE to landscapers & devel-
opers. Up to 5m trunk height (8m total). WhatsApp 
818-312-1783 for info/photos. (#17)

NEED TO GET AWAY? Baja69.com (TF)

ARE YOU WORTH IT? Amazing Palmilla Views! 
Waves crashing 24/7. Hurry! This off market/Pre-Sale 
won’t last! 949-836-7525/Wapp PALMILLALOVER@
GMAIL.COM (TF)

     Email It In
You can email it to david@gringogazette.com and we will take 
it from there.

How easy is this? Hint: Very easy.
Cost is still only 1 buck a word, and that includes posting your 
ad in our online version as well as the printed edition.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Wanted: Dream 
Makers

BY MRS. CLAUS

For most of us, education is 
something we take for granted. 
We are fortunate that in the 
United States and Canada 
we may attend right through 

grade 12 with little thought 
to the cost. Here in Mexico 
tuition is free till grade nine, 
but many children don’t get 
past grade six, ending up on 

a different path – working to 
provide for their families.

Going to school takes more 
than tuition. Students’ families 
are on the hook for books, 
transportation, school uni-
forms and supplies. That’s a 
tough call if you have more 
than one child of school age, 
and it’s a tougher call if you’re 
having trouble making ends 
meet.  

Thankfully, in La Paz, there 
is a foundation hard at work 
to fill in the gap. The idea that 
nutrition and education lead 
to a better future is the basis 
for Fundación Ayuda Niños La 
Paz (FANLAP). Mothers and 
volunteers have been fundrais-
ing, cooking and encouraging 
children and adolescents to 
seek education since 2005. The 
organization’s services include 
a library/computer resource 
center and a food and schol-
arship program. From 2005, 
more than 2000 children have 
benefited from their programs, 
and more than 1200 have re-
ceived scholarships for further 
education.  

In 2021 alone, FANLAP 
supported 180 teens to pur-
sue their dreams for a bright 
future. One of those young 
people was Elizeth, a recent 
graduate of the FANLAP pro-
gram. “If I did not have a 
scholarship, I would not have 
graduated from my accounting 
studies. I am now able to help 
my parents and I can hope for 

a good job,” says Elizeth. 
A significant source of the 

$350 USD scholarship Elizeth 
was awarded is an annual golf 
tournament held at Paraiso del 
Mar on El Mogote in La Paz. 
It’s a great event where golfers 
at any level can enjoy a day out 
while supporting education for 
La Paz youth.

When the pandemic hit, 
many FANLAP fundraising 
activities came to a grinding 
halt and the organization lost 
awareness-raising opportuni-
ties and operating funds for its 
food and education programs. 
The golf tournament was one 
of those suspended activities.  

But it’s back! The 8th FAN-
LAP golf tournament to ben-
efit the children of La Paz will 
be held on February 25 and 
FANLAP alumni like Elizeth 
hope you will swing your clubs 
in support of the students.

The two-person best ball 
format starts with breakfast 
and ends with prizes, a raffle 
and a silent auction – all to 
please golfers, art lovers and 
foodies.

Rebecca and Jim MacDon-
ald, La Paz residents and FAN-
LAP supporters, are proud to 
put their company, Baja Life 
Realty (https://bajaliferealty.
com) behind the organization’s 

efforts. “We’ve been in La Paz 
for seven years and we are 
grateful to be a part of this 
community. We consider it a 
privilege to support FANLAP 
and the golf tournament. If 
you’re in the area in Febru-
ary, this will be a great way 
to spend the day – knowing 
you’re helping to make a local 
child’s dream come true.”

If you’re interested in play-
ing, please visit the Paraiso del 
Mar or FANLAP websites for 
tournament details. If you’d 
like to sponsor a hole at the 
tournament, or if you would 
like to donate for a scholarship, 
use the easy online giving op-
tion on the FANLAP website, 
or please contact FANLAP at 
www.lapazninos.org or email 
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OR BBQ GRILL?

DO YOU WANT A

CALL US

CONTACTO@BGF.MX

624 1059 275
®

QUE PASA IN CABO...

continued from page 6

but also predatory birds. 
Real deer, like the Penin-

sular Mule Deer, is one of the 
bigger species to be seen at 
night or dawn. Often seen in 
arroyos, this species is the only 
deer found in Baja. They are 
smaller than a whitetail deer 
and get their name from their 
long ears which are similar 
to a mule. The funny thing 
about these deer is they typi-
cally don’t run, they “pronk”. 
Pronking is the act of bounc-
ing along on all 4 legs at the 
same time.

The last creature to men-
tion is often the first that may 
come to mind with nighttime. 
It’s our unsung hero, the bat. 
There are 14 species of bats 
in the Baja mammal count. 
Bats eat mosquitoes, a lot of 
mosquitoes, so welcome them. 
We have a big palapa attached 
to our house and bats roost in 
the hanging fronds. At dusk, 
they silently drop down and 
head out for the night to fight 

CREATURES OF THE NIGHT...

continued from page 5

what we also need.
Todos Santos Residents 

Protest Against Construction. 
Dozens of residents took to 
the Vista Ballena sand dunes 
area to protest against the 
construction of what seems 
a spec home on one of 100 
lots that might see construc-
tion in the near future. The 
protesters, backed up by the 
Protect Todos Santos civil 
organization are asking the 
government to stop it. Coastal 
dunes provide a buffer against 
coastal hazards such as wind 
erosion, wave overtopping and 
tidal inundation during storm 
events. They also provide a 
source of sand to replenish the 
beach during periods of ero-
sion. This rag tried to contact 
developer Ogden Gutierrez 
but he has not responded. Stay 
tuned. 

El Mogote in La Paz For 
Sale Again. A lot of 10,000 
square meters (107,639 sq. 
ft.) is up for sale in el Mogote, 
that sand barrier peninsula 
that you can see from the 
Malecon – where the contro-
versial and unfinished Paraiso 
del Mar condo and residences 
development sits. At the time, 
in the early 2000s, two civil 
organizations, Ciudadanos 
Preocupados (Concerned Cit-
izens) and the Mexican Center 
of Environmental Law op-
posed the project because of 
the potential damage to the 
sand dunes and estuary. Stay 
tuned. ,

Mexican Congress 
Approves Double 
Vacation Time

BY KEVIN MCALLISTER

For the first time in half 
a century, the Mexican con-
gress voted to increase the 
paid vacation time by 100% 
for all Mexican workers. That 
includes your house help, 
bunky. The new legal vacation 
days started on January 1. 

Here’s a comparative graphic 
of how vacation days increase 
based on the worker’s senior-
ity. And remember, a full sal-
ary must be paid, plus a 25% 
bonus. Let’s go to the beach! 
Oh, we live on the beach 
hahaha… ,

our mutual foe. At dawn, they 
return and slip back into their 
roost. Bats tend to get a bad 
reputation as a carrier of rabies 
but that is more folklore than 
fact. Bats bites are very rare.

If you are an adventurous 
type and want to head off 
hiking into the mountains, 
you will likely see many more 
creatures of the night. Look 
for them, but please don’t feed 
them; they could become ha-
bituated and lose their fear of 
humans. Last year there was 
a bout of distemper running 
through the fox population in 
our area and several instances 
of foxes wandering into peo-
ples’ yards and actually chas-
ing them in one instance. You 
or your pet getting bitten by a 
diseased animal can be fatal. 
It's best to avoid any animal 
wandering close to you espe-
cially in the daylight hours as 
that’s not normal behavior. 

So, now that you know 
what’s out there, stay up late or 
get up really early to look for 
some different locals. You may 
have a rare experience for less 
than the tip on a bar tab. ,
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BABY & TODDLER GEAR  RENTALS

Josh & Laura Nigh
Independent Quality Provider

Los Cabos, BCS, MX

www.babyquip.com/josh371

Cyrano   is surprisingly 
good! Powered by a stellar per-
formance from Peter Dinklage, 
and ably assisted by Haley 
Bennett, the movie tells the 
powerful story of a man’s un-
requited love that is so strong 

that, in the end, it consumes 
him completely.  

Cyrano de Bergerac was a 
French literary figure who lived 
and worked in the early 1600s. 
Three centuries later, another 
French writer, Edmond Ros-
tand, wrote a play, Cyrano de 
Bergerac (1897), loosely based 
on Cyrano’s life, and focusing 
on a particularly large part of 
his anatomy, his nose, which, 
apparently caused Cyrano 
much grief and embarrass-

ment. The story, perhaps be-
cause it gets at the insecurities 
of many men in their pursuit 
of romance, has since been 
made into four movies before 
this one - a 1925 French silent 
movie; a 1950 American ad-

venture-comedy film 
starring Jose Ferrer 
in the title role; then 
the 1987 American 
comedy,  Roxanne , 
starring Steve Martin 
and Daryl Hannah; 
and, three years later, 
another French ver-
sion starring Gerard 
Depardieu.

In every case in all 
of these previous pro-
ductions - except for 
Depardieu who didn’t 
need much cosmetic 
help - the Cyrano 
with the large nose 
was reinforced with 
obvious prosthetics. 
All of these movies 
suffered from the 
distinct problem of 

turning the Cyrano character 
into someone with a distinctly 
comical appearance. And that 
made the character less relat-
able to the audience.  

This  Cyrano  changes that 
formula and creates a movie 
where the emotional engage-
ment is deep and meaning-
ful. By changing the physical 
issue from one of a problem 
nose to one of “short stature”, 
the nature of the relationship 

between Cyrano and the audi-
ence changes dramatically. It is 
no longer something comical, 
but something profoundly 
intrinsic to the man himself. 
Like a lot of people, I didn’t 
pay much attention to Din-
klage before his outstanding 
performance in  The Station 
Agent  (03). There he proved 
that his “short stature” did 

not diminish, in any way, his 
emotional capacity as a human 
being. Any remaining doubts 
of his talents were quickly 
dispelled with his powerful, 
Emmy-winning, performance 
as Tyrion Lannister in Game 
of Thrones.

As Cyrano, then, Dinklage 
brings an entirely different 
problem to the story rather 
than a comical nose - a differ-
ence that drives the story in 
new and more powerful di-
rections. We know Dinklage’s 
differences are not the result 
of some makeup prosthetics, 
but, rather are at the core of 
his being and, therefore, the 

challenges his Cyrano faces - 
presenting a “handsome” vis-
age to his intended Roxanne 
- are much more grounded; 
the emotional impact is greatly 
intensified and, importantly, 
transferable to the audience. 
As Jason Bailey put it (New 
York Times; Why is Cyrano 
Still So Potent?…, 2/25/22) 
“He’s the kind of person we 
all like to imagine ourselves to 
be - confident, brave and witty 
- and the kind of person we 
know we are - sensitive, tenta-
tive and delicate…(Dinklage 
is) the key to our identification 
with this character.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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Open seven days a week
Breakfast starts at 7:30
Dinner served from 6pm to 10:30pm
• Happy Hour 4:00 to 6:00 pmm
• 2 for 1 Wine Glasses 7 - 8 pm
• 3 x 2 Mimosas on Weekend Brunch
• 3-Course Wine Pairing Wednesday $35 USD
• 10% Discount to Los Cabos Residents
Located at the corner of Cabo San Lucas and 
Revolution streets, adjacent to the Cabo Vista Hotel.

Reservations: 624-192-6776. 
Please visit www.SanLucero.com 

SanLuceroRestaurant

Cabo’s New Rooftop Restaurant

COME DINE WITH US!

Upscale 
Upscale 

Gourmet 

Gourmet 

Restaurant

Restaurant

Meet new 
Meet new 

friends at 
friends at 

our Friendly 

our Friendly 

Cheers style 
Cheers style 

barbar

State of the Art Kitchen and 
Bakery.
Daily breads and pasta Made 
in house.

Clean & 
Healthy Eats

Freshest 
Ingredients

Subscribe to our 
Breaking News Bulletins 

They’re Free!!
To have them appear in your 
email just scan the QR code 
on the left with your phone.
Proudly brought to you by 
one of our many wonderful 
advertisers.

Enjoying Local Palapas
And not just for the shade

BY GREG JAMES
I first started visiting Mexi-

co back in the late 1970s when 
I was in the navy stationed in 
San Diego. Back then, Tijuana, 
Tecate, and Ensenada were 
our “go-to” places when low 
on funds. My shipmates and 
I regularly ventured south of 
the border in a badly beat-up 
Dodge Rambler and spent 
what little money we had on 
cheap beers, and even cheaper-
but delicious- tacos. In those 
days it was already easy to find 
Mexican beer brands in the 
US, but nearly impossible to 
find authentic Mexican food. 
Taco Bell was the standard 
north of the border, and I 
couldn’t understand why the 
small corn tortillas folded 
over chopped carne asada, 
onions, cilantro, and beans 
that were sold on every corner 
in Mexican towns were almost 
completely absent in the US. 

Fast forward 40 years and 
authentic Mexican food has 
become much more common 
north of the border. In Seattle, 
where I spend most summers, 
taco trucks and Mexican-
owned taquerias are almost as 
common as Starbucks. 

However, as good as the 
food is in my native Seattle (It’s 
hard to beat the NW for fresh 
Salmon, Oysters and King 
Crab), nothing can compare 
to the variety and cooking 
styles of the fresh local seafood 
found in the many palapa style 
restaurants in and around 
Cabo San Lucas and San Jose 
Del Cabo. For those new to 
Cabo, “palapa style” refers to 
the open-air palm thatched 
establishments that are locally 
owned and staffed by natives. 
On one of my early visits to the 
Cabo area nearly 20 years ago, 
a friend who owned a house 

in Palmilla told me about 
Mariscos Mazatlan. He raved 
about the quality and variety of 
seafood at the restaurant and 
told me not to miss the grilled 
garlic Blue Crab. At the time, 
the restaurant was impossible 
to miss as it was located on 
the main highway a few miles 
south of the airport on the 
way to SJC, and had a big sign 
you couldn’t miss. I can still 
remember taking my kids and 
wife there for the first time. The 
clientele looked to be mostly 
locals, and my kids were skep-
tical that the food would be 
good. Without chicken strips 

or fries on the mostly Spanish-
language menu, I worried that 
I’d be forever hearing about 
the crummy food I forced 
them to try. My wife and kids 
ordered the grilled Blue Crab 
as instructed and I had the Fish 
Filet Veracruz style. The food 
lived up to the hype, and we 
were instantly hooked. Since 
then I’ve made it a habit to try 
numerous other palapa-style 

seafood restaurants in and 
around the greater Cabo area, 
and without exception, all have 
been top-notch. Some of my 
favorites include the above-
mentioned Mariscos Mazatlan, 
which has since relocated to 
downtown Cabo San Lucas. 
You can’t beat their grilled 
garlic Blue Crab, which comes 
with three cleaned and cracked 
crabs, a side of rice, vegetables, 

and all the chips you can eat. 
Cost is about $300 pesos ($15). 
Just up the road from Maris-
cos Mazatlan is another great 
Seafood restaurant called Tres 
Islas. They have an expansive 
menu, plenty of parking, and 
a large and varied menu. Don’t 
miss their Pulpo (Octopus), 
grilled fish filet with diablo 
sauce, and outstanding cevi-
che (made daily). To the east 
in San Jose Del Cabo, I like 
Toro Guero. They have hands 
down the best smoked Marlin 
Empanadas I’ve ever tasted. 
The combination of the deli-
cately smoked fish and melted 
cheese encased in a crispy flaky 
pastry crust is intoxicating. I 
order them every time in go to 
El Toro Guero. Keep in mind 
the restaurant is quite popular 
and often fills up early. Also in 
SJC is Claro Fish Jr. Located 
on Blvd Antonio Mijares near 
the turnoff to East Cape Road. 
This is my favorite spot for a 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18



January 16, 2023 13REAL ESTATE
S E C T I O N

T H E SUPPOR TED BY

THE MULTI-L ISTING SER VICE
OF BA JA CALIFORNIA SURREAL ESTATE
S E C T I O N

T H E SUPPOR TED BY

THE MULTI-L ISTING SER VICE
OF BA JA CALIFORNIA SUR

Your Safety Net in Mexican Real Estate
the virtual closing®

We’ve been doing it for years!
And NO ONE does it better!

Give us a try!

info@settlement-co.com • www.settlement-co.com

Casa Coconuts, Los Barriles, $725,000
Stunning views, main house, downstairs apartment and a 
separate Casita, great rental opportunity!    MLS #22-4510

Paul Irvine   paul@bajaproperties.com  
Ph. (480) 861-9231

World-Renowned Golf Locations 
Throughout Baja Sur

If you haven’t considered 
Baja California Sur for your 
next golf destination, you will 
once you uncover the breath-
taking golf locations through-
out the peninsula. As you’ll 
see, these world-renowned 
golf courses and the communi-
ties where they reside provide 
panoramic views, luxury real-

estate options, and exquisite 
golf course layouts for every 
level of expertise. After you 
read about these amazing loca-
tions, you’ll definitely consider 
this Mexican paradise as your 
next golf destination.

From Cabo in the south to 
Loreto up north, you’ll find 
many unique golf courses 

that captivate golfers from the 
beginner to the professional. 
As you’ll see, the vistas of the 
beautiful Sea of Cortez or 
the great Pacific Ocean truly 
inspire your game. The many 
courses to choose from are 
quite distinctive: some are 
right on the coastline, yet oth-
ers are nestled within gorgeous 

desert landscapes. Finally, each 
of them was created by world-
renowned golf-course design-
ers. Keep reading to discover 
the famous golfing locations 
of Baja Sur.

Diamante in Cabo raises the 
bar as a golf destination

Diamante’s Dunes Course 
was called the number-one 
golf course in all of Mexico 
by Golf Digest in 2016. It was 
created by Davis Love III who 
won 21 PGA-tour events, 
including one major champi-
onship.  

This magnificent 18-hole 
Dunes course weaves through 
undulating Pacific sand dunes 
and provides panoramic ocean 
views from almost every hole. 
Then, there’s an excellent 14-
acre practice facility, clubhouse 
restaurants and bars, a retail 
center, on-course comfort 
stations at every third hole, 
and the signature service of 
Diamante in Cabo.

Along with the Dunes 
course, there’s not one, but 
two Tiger Woods-designed 
golf courses, making three, 
all-in-one stunning destina-
tions. Tiger Woods produced 
a course that restores the need 
for golf strategy. To explain, it 
provides several shot options 
to maneuver each hole.

The Tiger Woods-designed 
18-hole El Cardonal course is 

the second championship golf 
course created at Diamante 
Cabo. Interestingly, this is Ti-
ger Wood’s first-ever design. 
He made this course long 
enough to challenge experts, 
yet open enough to provide 
good options for amateurs and 
beginners. Also, as mentioned 
earlier, this course restores 
the need for golf strategy by 
providing good shot options 
at each hole. So, it’s really an 
exciting test for golfers of any 
skill level.

Loreto’s Danzante Bay 
boasts the only PGA TPC golf 
course in Mexico. Bringing 
international attention to the 
beautiful Mexican town of 
Loreto, Danzante Bay’s PGA 
TPC golf course is on another 
level. Named the World Golf 
Awards’ Best Golf Course in 
Latin America in 2019, this 18-
hole championship golf course 
designed by Rees Jones chal-
lenges all the top courses in the 
world. On top of that, it show-
cases the amazing views of the 
Loreto Bay National Park from 
its distinctive arroyos, dunes, 
valleys, and foothills.

TPC stands for Tourna-
ment Player’s Club, which is 
operated by the PGA tour. 
To elaborate, it represents a 
network of prestigious golf 
courses designed by the most 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Introducing Atrium Plaza
Last month, the upscale Atrium 

Plaza residential and retail project 
was officially inaugurated in a fitting 
festive holiday atmosphere.  The 
Atrium Plaza project consists of 20 
units that make up the residential 
portion which includes twelve 3 
bedroom units, four 4 bedroom 
units and four 2 bedroom units. 
This modern architectural design 
is juxtaposed by the historic cul-
tural vibe of downtown San Jose 
del Cabo.

The Atrium Plaza has quietly 
been under construction for the 
last year and a half. If not for the 
Pandemic, it would have been up 
and running for the better part of 
two years.

The marvelous catering was 
fitting with the occasion and was 
the clear choice given the two res-
taurants (Es Por Ti and Simaruba) 
existed on site before the Atrium 
Plaza apartments became their 
permanent neighbor.

The apartments are nestled 
neatly behind the aptly named Es 
Por Ti Bakery (It's For You Bakery). 
If you hail from Canada and/or the 
U.S. and are feeling homesick, stop 
by and sample a chocolate crois-
sant or cinnamon roll. I'm not sure 
what their secret sauce is or if it is 
all about their baking techniques. 
After a mouthwatering first bite of 
the cinnamon roll, I was in heaven. 
I love the bakeries in Mexico, espe-
cially those in Guadalajara. I can't 
quite pinpoint why, but the baked 
goods here have a very different 
flavor and texture to my over sensi-
tive palate.

Not to be outdone, the hors 
d’oeuvres were provided by Simaru-
ba and did not disappoint. I thought 
I was nibbling on a crab cake, which 
is not my go to on such occasions. I 
discovered that these delectable ap-
petizers were fish croquettes much 
to my pleasant surprise.

Pedro Vargas is the investor/ 
developer behind this ambitious 
project.  Vargas struck me as a hands-
on individual. My first impression 
of the man is lasting. He introduced 
himself to me with a firm handshake 
and warm smile as if I was on the 
guest list, unaware that I was there 
in the role of a reporter. 

I was curious to know why Var-
gas felt downtown San Jose del Cabo 
was the ideal location for his latest 

project. “I saw it as a great oppor-
tunity to provide upscale, modern 
and safe housing for professionals 
with families. Because of the culture, 
history and the plethora of amazing 
dining options. Not to mention the 
proximity to the airport,"    Vargas 
explains. "There has been a need for 
a unique project like this that checks 
all the right boxes." 

With downtown San Jose del 
Cabo determined as the ideal loca-
tion for this endeavor, it couldn’t go 
wrong. And then it went completely 
wrong when Covid-19 ground con-
struction of the project to a halt. To 
be sure, Vargas was disappointed 
by that unforeseen development, 
but understood this was no reason 
to become dismayed, as construc-
tion timelines being delayed are a 
constant reality in his line of work. 

“It was a big, big disappointment 
but I knew in my heart that as soon as 
we could get back to work the project 
would be completed by 2023 if not 

before," Vargas said.
Be that as it may, Vargas is de-

lighted that the project is moving 
full speed ahead with his plan to 
make the Atrium Plaza the premiere 
upscale residential rental option in 
Los Cabos. 

The decision to make Atrium 
Plaza appealing to discerning renters 
and more prominent in the public 
eye is precisely why retail businesses 
that cater to providing the highest 
quality home furnishings are such 
a sound fit. 

The Atrium Plaza apartments, 
with their stellar location, modern 
design, underground parking, el-
evators and conveniences are set up 
swimmingly to serve a growing num-
ber of professionals with families. 

It’s projected that the complex 
will be completed by the end of 
February or March at the latest.  Re-
tail stores have already been open 
and conveniently provide suitable 
accoutrements for renters in need 
of cookery, artwork, and essential 
furnishings including but not limited 
to tables, chairs, couches, flatware 
and bedding.

As for the future, Pedro Vargas is 
eagerly anticipating the completion 
of the residential phase of his project 
and the good tidings it will bring. 
That would be befitting for a man 
who has worked so hard and steadily 
at his craft. ,

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

elite golf architects in the 
world. The TPC standards are 
simple yet world-class. First, 
the course must be technically 
challenging. Then, the course 
must be naturally beautiful. 
And when these two simple 
ingredients come together per-
fectly, there’s no way to explain 
it. You have to experience it for 
yourself. The feeling you get 
lasts a lifetime!

Boasting the greatest PAR-
3 hole in golf, hole #17 at 
Danzante Bay provides a truly 
unforgettable experience that 
draws you back time after time. 
Perched upon giant outcrop-
ping hundreds of feet above 
the sea, you’ll understand why 
the creators of this amazing 
golf course first called it the 
best hole in the Baja. Then they 
called it the best hole in all of 
Mexico. Finally, they realized 
hole #17 was the greatest PAR-
3 in the entire world of golf. 
You’ll certainly agree!

Next to this magnificent 
golf course, you will find Man-
tarraya Residences, an exclu-
sive beachfront preconstruc-
tion development featuring 
condos and penthouses with 

WORLD RENOWNED GOLF...

continued from page 13

Top 10 Reasons to 
Buy Real Estate in 
Los Cabos

BY JIM POLEP

It’s Mexico! The natives are 
genuinely kind, and you will 
love the local cultures. The 
blend of the old and the new, 
the incredible architectural 
influences from around the 
world, not to mention the culi-
nary ones. This is what got me! 

The climate is perfect, aver-
aging 350 sunny days per year, 
which I can attest to.  

It’s safe! Very safe, and you 
will sense the feeling every-
where you go.  

The abundant choices of 
things to do: fish, golf, hike, 
bike, boat, beach (my favorite, 
the water is beautiful, and no 

You won’t regret it. 

seaweed). So how adventurous 
do you feel today? Take one 
of those crazy vehicles and go 
off-road. Or be a tourist and 
discover the fantastic towns 
all around. 

The cost of living. It’s amaz-
ingly low. Whether you’re 
talking about avocados or real 
estate, the dollar goes a long 
way down here.  

The hospitals and health 
care are excellent. Whatever 
preconceived notion you may 
have about it, you can dismiss 
it. 

You will have an excellent 
choice of where to buy, all 

owning their vibe and unique 
characteristics. And all with 
good commonalities. Cabo 
San Lucas, San Jose del Cabo, 
The East Cape, Todos Santos, 
La Paz and beyond.  

Los Cabos is one of the 
last places where real estate 
is still appreciating, and the 
trajectory shows no signs of 
stopping for an exceptionally 
long time. 

The International Airport 
makes Los Cabos so easy to get 
to. As Visit Los Cabos explains, 
there are more than 550 weekly 
flights from 40 destinations, 
connecting different places in 
the United States, Canada, and 
Latin America.

Jim Polep, +1.970.948.1137. 
jim@theagencyloscabos.com 
,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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info@ronival.com 

Text: Info To: (619) 728 3978

RONIVAL.COM FINDMEXICOHOUSES.COM

Welcome to Monteluna Wellness Residences, a collection of 

resort-style condominiums located thoughtfully within El Pedregal of 

Cabo San Lucas, an exclusive community known for its 

incomparable location and amenities. The tower has a spectacular 

view of the city, bay, and marina. The fourth level is designed to enjoy 

and share amenities like gym, pool, jacuzzi, fire pit, massage rooms 

and clubhouse, which will be powered by solar energy. 

Condos and penthouses are available!
Prices from USD 509k to USD 1,390,000

The Legal Aspects of 
Living in A Condo
Or what to expect when you buy a 
condominium in Mexico!

The cottage on a tiny indi-
vidual lot or the mansion built 
on a grand expanse of land. 
This type of home ownership 
has been the dream of many 
in the Western world where 
land has been plentiful and 
where the family lived in ONE 
home and did not have other 
properties for vacations, rec-
reation and retirement.

Changing lifestyles have 
changed ownership patterns 
over the past fifty years. Two 
working parents, single-par-
ent families and the rising 
popularity of multiple-family 
homes have created a great 
demand for ownership in a 
condominium. In these cases, 
the individual free-standing 
dwelling on a lot has been 
exchanged for shared walls, 
shared entryways, commu-
nal recreational facilities and 
shared maintenance.

When many live closely 
together rules and regulations 
become important. In Europe 
and the East coast of the 
United States, condominium 
ownership has been regulated 
for many years. In the west, 
the first laws were enacted in 
1965, in Canada in 1975 and 
Mexico’s first condominium 
laws were published in 1972, 
the same year as the bank 
trust (fideicomiso) law was 
enacted. In 1985 Califor-
nia’s Davis-Stirling Common 
Interest Development Act 
became a model for the rest 
of the western world. In the 
same year, Mexico updated 
its condominium law and 
enacted the establishment and 
operation of common interest 
developments.

This step was highly im-
portant for Mexico City but 
also for vacationers in Aca-
pulco, Cancun, Manzanillo, 

Puerto Vallarta, Mazatlan and 
Los Cabos. Because of built-
in maintenance provisions, 
it has become the preferred 
ownership for vacationers in 
Mexico who may spend only 
a few weeks a year at their 
homes and prefer to spend 
the time in fun rather than in 
maintenance duties.

In the common interest 
development, it may be either 
commonly owned property 
or common rights that may 
be enforced as restrictions 
against a separately owned 
property.

For example, the pool, 
hallways, gardens and other 
public areas are commonly 
owned property in many proj-
ects. Owners of the individual 
condominium units acquire 
a proportional ownership 
interest in all the recreational 
facilities, as well as in the ser-
vice areas, bearing walls and 
utility features at the project.

In other developments, the 
developers retained owner-
ship of certain areas destined 
for recreational use by the 
condominium owners and 
common areas are limited to 
the sidewalks, utilities, ducts 
and other construction fea-
tures of the properties.

An example of rights and 
restrictions against separately 
owned property would be 
the building or design codes 
which are built into the con-
dominium regime which 
prohibit for sale signs in win-
dows, or drapes and window 
coverings different from those 
of the other units.

The presence of either 
element; rights or commonly 
owned property, makes the 
project a common interest 
development.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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In House chef service
in the comfort of your house:

Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner

Contact for booking and pricing
Cell. 33 10898 644 • Email. grupohamx@gmail.com

Instagram. grupohamx  •  Facebook. HA'

CHEF SERVICE
COOKING LIKE A MEXICAN...

continued from page 7

Some things I know for sure 
are that they’re a social dish; 
there’s no way one can make a 
single tamal, and they are most 
likely not made by only one 
person. Also, tamales are THE 
best-designed food, ever. The 
wrapping becomes the dish, 
and sometimes even a napkin. 
There’s virtually no need to use 
anything besides pots and ves-
sels, they can be eaten without 
cutlery and the only waste is 
organic and compostable. And 
tamales are as versatile as can 

be. By varying the main four 
ingredients --leaf, masa, stuff-
ing and salsas -- there is at least 
one tamal recipe per state in the 
country without counting the 
sweet variety. 

The estimated consump-
tion of tamales in the country 
is hundreds of millions each 
year. Tamales are so popular, 
one of the most famous sayings 
goes: when you are born to be 
a tamal, the corn husks fall out 
of the sky for you. This roughly 
translates to: there is no way 
you can escape your destiny, or 
fate favors whoever is working 
on their life mission. 

This recipe is long and takes 

a while, but this is about as 
good as you'll find. Heart-
warming, traditional, delicious. 
My personal favorite: pork in 
green salsa tamales. 

Ingredients
FOR THE PORK FILLING:
10 serrano chiles (can be 

substituted for jalapeños and 
the quantity adjusted to your 
likeness of heat. Keep in mind 
this is for a big batch) 

30 tomatillos (green toma-
toes)

4 garlic cloves, peeled and 
chopped

½ teaspoon ground black 
pepper

¼ teaspoon ground cumin 

4 cloves of garlic 
½ white onion
1½ lbs. of lean boneless 

pork (shoulder or butt works 
well), cut into ½-inch cubes

2 tablespoons of powdered 
chicken stock

Salt
FOR THE BATTER:
2½ cups of pork lard, melt-

ed (Crisco works well, too but 
the taste is waaaay better with 
real pork lard)

1½ teaspoons of baking 
powder

7 cups of masa harina, 
mixed with 4½ cups hot water 
(you can buy MASECA at the 
grocery store or tamal masa at 
the tortillería)

2½ cups chicken stock
1 large package of dried 

corn husks (buy at any super-
market or Mercado)

Instructions
Preparing the husks:
Place the husks in a large 

bowl, or even your kitchen 
sink. Fill with warm water and 
weigh the husks down with 
heavy pot(s).

Let soak for at least 2 hours.

For the pork filling:
Add the chiles, onion, garlic 

and the tomatillos to a medium 
saucepan, cover with water 
and bring to a boil. Lower the 
heat to a smooth simmer for 
20 minutes.

Working in batches, if nec-
essary, add the chiles, tomatil-
los, onion, garlic, black pepper, 
and cumin into a blender and 
puree.

Strain the mixture through 
a medium-mesh strainer into a 
medium saucepan.

Add the meat, 3 cups of 
water, and 1 teaspoon of pow-
dered chicken stock and sim-
mer. 

Simmer, uncovered, over 
medium heat, stirring regular-
ly, until the pork is fork tender 
and the liquid is reduced to the 
consistency of a thick sauce, 
about an hour and a half.

Use a fork to break the pork 
into small pieces.

Taste and season with ad-
ditional salt, if necessary. 

Let cool.
Preparing the Batter:
Get a large pan (I like to 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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THAT BAJA GUY

Fish Killer Of The Week

Cabo 
Cabo is experiencing fab-

ulous fishing in what should 
traditionally be a slow time 
for anglers. Boats have been 
fully booked for many days – 
no more slow season in Cabo! 
Not only do we have fish, but 
it's a nature show out there! 
Anglers often see whales, dol-
phins, turtles, and sea lions 
while fishing.

Striped marlin are the pre-
dominant species currently, 
with no signs of the catches 
slowing down as long as the 
bait stays in the area.

There were three areas 
where the boats on day trips 
were fishing. The first spot 
was the Old Lighthouse, close 
to Cabo, just over a mile from 
the port. Marlin could be 
caught by dropping bait with 
a lead weight towards the 
bottom. The fish were found 
in deep water. The boats sat 
and drifted, letting their live 
mackerel swim. This could 
be a frustrating way to fish, 
though it yielded results if 
patient. Some boats did this 
early in the week before head-

ing up to Golden Gate, about 
15 miles from Cabo.

The act ion was much 
more exciting there. The fish 
were easier to catch, and the 
hookups were fast and furi-
ous. Even though doubles 
were common, the fish were 
extremely aggressive and 
strong – a real contest on light 
tackle. The bait was plentiful 
at Golden Gate as the fish 
were eager. There were many 
catches of 90 to 130-pound 
class fish caught. Most boats 
headed here early in the day 
and then tried for tuna farther 
north, looping back along the 
shoreline towards Cabo to see 
if they could pick up some 
table fish.

The third spot was the 
Finger Banks, 50 miles from 
Cabo and at the geographical 
limit for most day charters. It 
was sensational fishing at this 
spot for those willing to pay 
the mandatory fuel surcharge! 
However, many enjoyed the 
best fishing day of their lives 
with multiple marlin catches.

· Pisces Hot Rod, a 40-foot 
Cabo, managed to release 9 

marlin at the Lighthouse on 
December 10.

· The Sullivans from Mas-
sachusetts on the Pisces Ruth-
less, a 31-foot Bertram, also 
scored 9 marlin in the 100 to 
120-pound class on Decem-
ber 13.

Catches of 2 to 5 marlin 
per day were common at the 
Golden Gate and often with 
other species. However, Pi-
sces Rebecca, a 31-footer, pro-
vided an exciting day for Kyle 
and Stephanie Yonce, visit-
ing from Charlotte, North 
Carolina. They released 5 
striped marlin and a sizeable 
130-pound thresher shark at 
the Golden Gate.

Boats that went the 50 
miles to Finger Bank were 
kept busy. Alexander Burns 
from Colorado was able to 
release 28 striped marlin, and 
3 dorado aboard the 31-foot 
Bertram Tiburon with captain 
Rosendo.

Bill Collector II, a 35-foot 
Cabo flybridge, skippered by 
Juan Carlos, had an outstand-
ing day on December 11, re-
leasing 30 striped marlin and 

BOOK 2023
 

ALL-INCLUSIVE CHARTER PACKAGE NOW

“BRING YOUR LARGE COOLERS. YOU WILL NEED THEM WHEN YOU FISH WITH US!”

 
$2,100 ea. USD  

 4 Nights Lodging  
 3 Full days of Guided Fishing / Catching
 Salmon, Halibut, Lingcod & MORE
 All your meals from our large restaurant menu

“BEST KEPT SECRET ON THE WEST COAST OF VANCOUVER ISLAND. 
BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA”

001 250 934 7672  US & CANADA / 624 219 3446 MEX 
info@westviewmarina.com  |  westviewmarina.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24

Native of Mexico City Lissette Valentin moved to 
Los Cabos 20 years ago. She has become an avid 
fisherwoman and this time she fished with the 
Dorado Fleet which is one of the oldest charter 
companies out of Cabo San Lucas. The day was 
windy and the water was green but her captain 
managed to put her in the right spot to catch 
this baby. Afterwards they headed to the Tiki bar 
and cooked the fish in different ways tempura, 
tacos, ceviche and sashimi style. She lso caught 
a bonita, which is similar to tuna but with darker 
red meat, and kind of sweet taste.

boating two dorado for Elwin 
Brooks, Kennedy Daniels, 
Leroy Rice, Mike Snider, and 
Tara Carter from Virginia. 
One day before this, the same 
boat tallied 27 marlin re-
leased for Stephen Henager 
and a couple of friends from 
Spokane, Washington. Pisces 
anglers caught and released 
288 marlin, with 77% of the 
charters catching them. … Pi-
sces Sportfishing Fleet

Puerto Los Cabos  
Holiday crowds have con-

tinued, but in the coming 
days, most tourists will return 
to school and work as vaca-
tion time ends. The weather 
patterns remain ideal, with 
lows around 60 degrees, highs 

near 80 or more, and clear 
sunny skies. Variable winds 
pick up most days later in 
the morning. Ocean water 
temperatures continue to be 
on a cooling trend, now in 
the 72 to 74-degree range. As 
a result, we see more green-
ish, off-colored areas closer 
to shore with cooler currents.

The bait situation has re-
mained much the same. There 
have not been many caballito 
found. However, ballyhoo 
and slabs of squid are avail-
able. Also, mackerel and sar-
dineta schools are now con-
gregating off the San Jose del 
Cabo Hotel Zone, about three 
miles offshore, so, this will be 
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Safe Harbor Group
Tuesday 6:00pm - 7:00pm

Grupo Recuperacion
Francisco Villa, Downtown
Juarez, Cabo San Lucas
Kevin M,: 209-910-7403

NA English
Speaking Meeting

WANTED: DREAM MAKERS...

continued from page 9

MICHAEL MOVIE MOMENTS...

continued from page 11

fanlap@hotmail.com or tele-
phone 612 121 2166.

FANLAP – Fundación 
Ayuda Niños La Paz is a Mex-
ican-registered non-profit 
established as a Mexican Civil 
Association (a charity corpo-
ration) and is a member of 
the International Community 
Foundation (ICF) in San Di-
ego, California, which gives 
501c3 tax-deductible receipts 
for donations in the United 
States.  

Baja Life Realty is a full-
service real estate firm helping 
clients find their dream homes 
in La Paz, Baja California 
Sur. ,

Din k l age  i s  s o  go o d 
in  Cyrano  that he forces our 
attention almost exclusively on 
him. It is true that this is a mu-
sical and his gravelly voice isn’t 
the best, but we also don’t care 

quick fish taco on my way to 
or from the new marina (They 
are happy to cook your fresh 
catch if you bring it in). Along 
with great fish tacos, Claro Fish 
Jr features an expansive salsa 
bar located in the middle of 
the dining area. Stocked with 
everything from grilled pep-
pers to cole slaw, red and green 
salsas, diced corn, and a variety 
of other condiments, it’s the 
perfect spot to experiment 
with many different flavors and 
combinations on your tacos. 
Because all of the above have 
safe on-site parking, friendly 
English-speaking staff, and 
menus that feature entrees 

ENJOYING LOCAL PALAPAS...

continued from page 12

WORLD RENOWNED GOLF...

continued from page 14

amazing views of the bay. 
Mantarraya is located 20 min-
utes south of the Magic Town 
of Loreto.

A quick rundown of more 
Baja Sur championship golf 
courses

Located between Cabo San 
Lucas and San José del Cabo 
and situated in the foothills 
above the Beach Club and Park 
at Chileno Bay, the Tom Fazio-
designed Chileno Bay cham-
pionship golf course provides 
it all. To begin, you’ll see the 
spectacular coastline along the 
Sea of Cortez and the rugged 
Sierra de la Laguna mountain 
backdrop at every hole. The 
course is nicely playable and it 
delivers formidable challenges. 
Discover the unique route that 
slowly takes you toward the 
mountains of El Sauzal.

because we feel the honesty of 
his emotions. But can a single 
character can’t carry an entire 
movie? Haley Bennett as Cyra-
no’s Roxanne is a good choice. 
She displays passion well and 
her scene in her bed virtually 
making love to the letters she 
has received is full of erotic 
energy. It also helps, since 
this is a musical, that she can 
sing. She is in a well-practiced 
comfort zone with Dinklage 
and their love for their craft 
flows over to their characters. 
(It should probably be noted 
that Dinklage and Bennett 
played these same roles in a 
musical over two years in 2018 
and 2019, first in Connecticut 
and then Off-Broadway in 
New York.) And it should also 
be noted that Dinklage’s real-
life wife, Erica Schmidt, wrote 
the screenplay for this movie 
while Bennett’s partner and 
father of her child, Joe Wright, 
directed it. Clearly, there was 
a lot of intimate involvement 
leading to their inspired per-
formances. (The film also has 
a genetic history in movies 
like  Atonement  (07),  Pride & 
Prejudice  (05) and  Darkest 

Hour  (17) all of which were 
directed by Joe Wright and 
shared crew members in the 
Costume and Production De-
sign, Cinematography, and 
Film Editing departments.)  

Despite two terrific actors 
and some strong heritage in 
earlier, very good films, Cyra-
no  did not fare so well with 
either viewers or critics. The 
not-so-good audience reac-
tion is based, though, on only 
about 11,000 ratings which is 
very small for an Oscar-nom-
inated film. Part of that might 
have been because of its lim-
ited distribution. Critical reac-
tion, though, has been pretty 
uniform - they all thought 
Dinklage and Bennett were 
wonderful and enjoyed the 
costumes, makeup, choreog-
raphy, production design and 
location shots (filmed almost 
entirely in Sicily, Italy). But 
the one thing that consistently 
hurt the film in critical reviews 
was the music. Predictably, if 
you’re going to do a musical 
and the music isn’t “memo-
rable”, then the movie is not 
likely to succeed. There are 
about a dozen original songs 
in this movie and while none 
of them are earworms, I didn’t 
think they were all that bad, 
its just that you want some-
thing more - especially with 
Dinklage’s memorable perfor-
mance. The melodies were all 
composed by Aaron and Bryce 
Dessner, members of the indie 
rock band, The National - a 
band I have never heard of. 
Two of their songs, “Madly” 
and “Wherever I Fall” are 

particularly good, but mostly 
for their lyrics - I can’t exactly 
remember the melodies and 
I just watched the movie two 
days ago!

This film is really good, es-
pecially Peter Dinklage. For a 
great evening’s entertainment, 
I recommend Cyrano. (4*) ,

that generally run from about 
200-300 pesos, you can’t go 
wrong! ,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 25

New schedule: M/W/Sat
11a.m—12 noon.

New location upstairs outdoor patio @ 
Ricardo Amigo Real Estate Office. 
Enter side door, midway up block 

towards bike shop. All open meetings.
Eric, 612-156-9980, Todos Santos

Todos Santos 
AA 

Meetings

Social Club Learns 
About Baja’s Rich 
History in the 
World of Wine

BY MONICA ANDERSON

The verdant landscape of 
Los Arcos and Mount Solmar, 
newly green after recent rain-
storms, confirmed the official 
start of autumn in Cabo San 
Lucas and provided a striking 
backdrop for the monthly 
luncheon of Los Cabos To-
matoes, the bustling social 
networking club.

Their most recent gath-
ering was held at Gustavo’s 
Bistro, located in the former 
Argentinean restaurant Pata-
gonia at the northwest corner 
of Avenue Cabo San Lucas 
and Cinco de Mayo Street. 
General Coordinator Sandra 
Berry began the luncheon 
by introducing the co-owner 
of Gustavo’s Bistro, Marsha 
David, also a member of Los 
Cabos Tomatoes. Marsha 
shared her excitement to be 
a part of “an amazing com-
munity of women” and was 
delighted to talk about details 
of her collaboration with 
Gustavo, eponymous chef 

and her “partner-in-crime” 
since July 2022.

The culinary aim of Gus-
tavo’s  Bistro emphasizes 
“family recipes with a lo-
cal taste.” The fusion of fla-
vors is a variety of Mexican, 
American and old-world 
Continental, and the list of 
ten different creamy or spicy 
sauces demands a further in-
vestigation for those looking 
to expand their flavor palate 
or revisit some classic tastes. 
The restaurant also offers a 
“Hook & Cook” option. You 
can bring your own fish and 
it can be prepared in three 
different ways: blackened, 
breaded, or grilled with your 
choice of three signature 
sauces.

Before the meal, Marsha 
warmly greeted her fellow 
members. “Welcome, Enjoy, 
Mangia.” For starters, mem-
bers had the garden salad 
with Romaine lettuce, jicama, 
avocado strips, and pecans 
beautifully presented with a 
special dressing. 

The entrée was a choice of 
pecan-encrusted Mahi Mahi 
with mango sauce, Chicken 
Cordon Bleu stuffed with 
prosciutto and mozzarella in 
creamy vodka sauce, and Lin-
guini Frutti di Mare (mixed 
seafood) in white wine sauce. 
Dessert was a corn flan with 
caramel sauce, which lived 
up to its fabled reputation as 
one of the finest examples of 
flan in the area. The option of 
beer, wine, and cocktails was 
available for an additional 
purchase. Gustavo’s Bistro is 
open for dinner from 5 to 10 
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treasurescabos.com
KM24 Carretera Transpeninsular,

Cerro Colorado in SAN JOSE DEL CABO 
next to the Hyundai Dealer
Open Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm

Closed Sunday Ph. 624.247.5660
CUSTOM SIZE UPHOLSTERY 

MADE IN CALIFORNIA

Quality and Style 
Made Affordable with 
Countless Configurations, 
Colors & Styles.

S0104 HARRIS

* DIMENSIONS ARE APPROXIMATE

63"

43"

S010403XXX ARMLESS CONDO

43"

64"

S010482LFX LAF CHAISE

43"

64"

S010482RFX RAF CHAISE

71"

43"

S010426LFX CONDO SOFA

71"

43"

S010426RFX CONDO SOFA

36”

24"

S010402XXX OTTOMAN

49"

43"

S010401XXX ARM CHAIR

-82L / -26R

114”

64"
43"

32”

43"

S010410XXX ARMLESS CHAIR

40”

43"

S010404RFX RAF CHAIR

40”

43"

S010404LFX LAF CHAIR

-04L / -10 / -82R

115"

64"
43"

67"

43"

S010420XXX LOVESEAT

87"

43"

S010430XXX SOFA

43”

43"

S010415XXX CORNER UNIT

26L / -15 / -26R

114"

43"

114”

-04L / -10 / -15 / -26R

115”

43"

114”

55”

55"

S010411XXX SEATING WEDGE

-26L / -11 / -03 / -82R

161”

64"

126”

71"

S010484LFX LAF CUDDLER

71"

71"

S010484RFX RAF CUDDLER

71"

-26L / -11 / -03 / -84R

189”

71"

126”

Palmas de Cortez Hotel
Tue & Fri 8:30 am

Rancho Buena Vista
Wed & Fri 4:00 pm

Los Barriles 
AA 

Meetings

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27

In Mexico, direct owner-
ship of common property is 
the general rule. This means 
that certain property in the 
complex is owned in common 
in undivided interest by the 
individual homeowners. As 
an example, 25 condominium 

THE LEGAL ASPECTS OF...

continued from page 15

units and a common swim-
ming pool and tennis court, 
are in direct ownership each 
condominium owner owns 
his private space and a per-
centage of the common areas.

SWISS CHEESE: When 
the owner sells, leases, and 
mortgages his own lot or con-
dominium his or her percent-
age of the common area must 
be included. The common 

property cannot be severed 
from the individual lot or 
unit! It is rather like Swiss 
cheese: The owners own a 
separate interest in the holes 
and an undivided interest in 
common in the cheese itself.

The common interest 
in the building normally 
will include: the foundation, 
roof, exterior walls, bearing 
walls even if located within 

the unit, common hallways, 
chimneys, exterior doors, 
windows and all utilities and 
the pipes, ducts and wiring 
for the same.

The individual owner’s 
unit will generally include 
all interior fixtures, improve-
ments and personal property 
which is located within the 
three-dimensional block of 
airspace. This will include 
built-in cabinets, plumbing 
fixtures, lighting fixtures and 
interior doors.

THE CONDOMINIUM 
REGIME:

This is the legal document 
which must be completed 
before an individual title can 
be granted out of the develop-
ment. It must be made before 
a Mexican Notary Public and 
registered in the Property Tax 
office and Public Registry of 
Property.

By law, it will contain the 
Descriptive Memory of the 
project. This means the mea-
surements and description of 
the land, of each and every 
private unit and a description 
of the common property for 
the entire project.

It also must include the 
Condominium Rules and 
Regulations.

This part outlines the 
rights and obligations of the 
condominium owners, it de-
fines the type of administra-
tion to be in place and con-
tains the necessary rules and 
regulations to promote the 
well-being of the community.

Article 27 of the law pro-
vides for an annual meeting 
of homeowners. Homeown-
ers are to be notified of the 
time and date of the meetings 
through registered mail ten 
days prior to the date of the 
meeting. This notification 
should also be published in a 
local newspaper and posted 
in a prominent place in the 
condominium project. If 90% 
of the homeowners are not 
present, subsequent meetings 
can be called for the same day 
and decisions can be made 
on important issues by those 
present which will affect every 
owner in the complex.

Article 27 of the Law of 
the Condominium Regime 
also provides for voting in 
proportion to the percentage 
of common property held by 
each owner. Voting must be 
direct and personal unless 
otherwise provided in the Re-
gime of the individual project. 
In other words, no proxies 
are permitted unless specifi-
cally stated in the regulations 
for the individual project or 
complex.

A surveillance commit-
tee consisting of one to three 
parties must be elected at an 
annual meeting and is com-
posed of owners who oversee 
the work of the administra-
tors.  

A reserve fund must be es-
tablished with funds invested 
in securities and readily avail-
able for required long–term 
repairs.

Maintenance fees must 
be paid for all common areas 
(swiss cheese) and failure to 
pay can result in the loss of 
the unit. The law- provides 
that legal action may be taken 
against homeowners who fail 
to make THREE payments of 
monthly maintenance fees. 
Repeated failure to pay fees 
can result in putting the unit 
up for auction. Even if the 
homeowner is not happy 
with the administration of 
the complex, monthly mainte-
nance fees must be paid.

Absentee owners with 
property in a foreign country 
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AskAsk a  a MexicanMexican
After Christmas, Santa Claus, Baby Jesus, Reyes 
Magos and all that jazz, there’s a thing in Mexico 
called “la cuesta de enero” which translates to 
“January uphill” referring to the economic struggle 
to come back from all of that spending and gift 
giving. 
How do you deal with “cuesta de enero”? Do you 
do anything to avoid it? How does it affect your 
family and community?

English:    Cyndi Williams 624 158 8650
Spanish:   David Flores, Principal 624 121 1214

Turnkey opportunity in downtown Cabo to be running 
your own nightclub/restaurant/boutique hotel within 
days of purchase. And it comes with a parking lot and 
2 bedroom owner’s house. Help with all licensing and 
start up procedures.
$850,000, financing possible

FinancialFinancial
FreedomFreedom
In CaboIn Cabo
Who Among Us Has Not had the fantasy 
Of Making A Go Of it Here?

Subscribe to our 
Breaking News Bulletins 
They’re Free!!
To have them appear in 

your email go to:
http://bitly.com/ggblast

Proudly brought to 
you by one of the many 
wonderful advertisers 

of the

Mateo Lugo, 73, former 
trainer.   January is a very 
rough month not only be-
cause we come back from all 
the holiday spending, but also 
because a lot of my nieces and 
grandkids have birthdays, so 
it’s a little tricky to keep in 
mind during the holidays that 

we have to save up for their 
presents and celebrations. 
During our roughest years, we 
would celebrate all the birth-
days in the month together 
and it was a lot of fun and way 
cheaper for everyone. We also 
get simpler gifts for them and 
most of them are pretty under-

standing. 
Delia Villalobos, 34, teach-

er. I am not a very big Christ-
mas person and don’t have kids 
yet so I save all my bonuses 
and money gifts to endure the 
rise in prices in January, which 
always happens. In my family 
we take care of our money too, 
so it’s not bad and both of my 
parents get retirement money 
which increases around Janu-
ary. 

Micaela Godinez, 53, ca-
shier. I see a lot of people doing 
little extra things in January 
to stay afloat, like picking 
up extra hours at work and 
the bosses know it’s the hard 
months so they are great at dis-
tributing hours and shifts. As 
for my family, most of us have 
extra incomes and always end 
up making it. If not we share 
food, do things together and 
always have each other’s backs. 

Gemma Cortez, 35, dog 
groomer. I was blessed to have 
a lot of work before the holi-
days, so I made sure to keep 
some savings just in case, but 
some other years I had to turn 
to loans to keep my business 
afloat. It’s a time when many 
banks have the most appeal-
ing advertisements and the 
smallest letters so they’re the 
worst deals but since we all 
need them so much, we fall 
right to them. I also see many 
people struggling because we 

have been programmed to 
overgive in the holidays when 
we should really look at our 
situation and make sure we 
only give what we can. 

Nadia Barbosa, 42, law-
yer. I think January is just like 
any other month and “cuesta 
de enero” is a marketing con-
struct to lure us into more 
debt, because we are reminded 
of how much we spent during 
the holidays. Truth is, most 
of us get Christmas bonuses 
and money gifts and recover 
quickly from spending. For 

Meetings at the Sports 
Bar at Sheraton Grand 

Hacienda del Mar
Every Tuesday at 8:00 am

Los Cabos
Rotary Club

those who don’t, there’s always 
struggle and there will be the 
rest of the months of the year. 

Alex Perez, 27, barber. It’s 
an awful time for everyone 
and I see a lot of people strug-
gling. I think it’s also because 
we all overspend, but inflation 
is insane now and prices on 
everything are going up by the 
minute. I recover with hard 
work and discipline. I try cut-
ting back on some expenses 
especially since I do try to 
splurge on my parents and 
nephews. They deserve it. ,
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Best Kept Secret in Costa Azul Beach, San Jose
Indulge in our full menu and bar service or rent a board and take a lesson

Open 8 AM to 10:30 PM all week  |  Ph. 624-172-6162 

28 Years Being Everyone’s

Favorite Beach Restaurant.

Personal attention by Big Tony

NOW
Open for

Breakfast

8 – 11 am

I haven't looked at this 
paper for a while.. sort of for 
tourists and i live here now. I 
have a suggestion. 

Your article on what to do 
when the police stop you is a 
bit outdated. I too am sick and 
tired of seeing cars pulled over 
and they always have a U.S. 
license plate. I am sure they 
feel "Americans can pay". (or 
Americans are naive). Recently 
on Facebook, we read about 
the new system of calling 911 
and saying "code blue". IT 
WORKS. An English speaker 
answers.

Recently my husband got 
pulled over for his tailgate be-
ing down when he was taking 
out quad to the repair shop. 

The quad was anchored with 
straps and it was perfectly safe. 
He was pulled over near our 
home/ Reforma by a police-
man that harasses only Ameri-
cans in our neighborhood. The 
good news if 5 different people 
pulled over/most strangers/to 
see if he needed help realizing 
there was a language barrier. 
This ticket was a joke because 
if you have ever sat outside the 
Home Depot here everyone 
drives with their tailgate down 
transporting wood etc. The of-
ficer began asking for a bribe. 
He kept lowering the price 
realizing we weren't taking the 
bait. We don't do bribes. He 
finally got very angry and was 
yelling at my husband who had 

offered to go to the police sta-
tion. My husband got his badge 
number and calmly rolled up 
his windows saying he was 
calling Code Blue. This really 
upset the officer. Come to find 
out they really get in a lot of 
trouble if they are reported 
this way. Soon a female officer 
appeared. She spoke English to 
us and told the officer to drive 
away. We followed her to see 
"the judge" which is customary. 
The judge was very angry this 
had happened.

It is good to know they are 
trying to rectify the bribe situ-
ation in Mexico.

-----

We have an ongoing safety 
issue on our walk into town 
from Playa Grande at dinner 
time. Crossing Marina Blvd. is 
treacherous at the curve in the 
road as we head up Hildalgo 
to various restaurants. Speeds 

are so high there that drivers 
may not expect to encounter 
pedestrians. Once in a while, 
a car will stop and flashlights 
to let us know that the driver 
sees us. Other times we sprint. 
We've been enjoying Cabo for 
more than 20 years, but at 80-
plus years, our sprinting skills 
are diminishing. Would a traf-
fic light be feasible there? Dur-
ing our stay, we go out every 

evening and find lights further 
along Marina Blvd. which we 
gratefully use. I saved a letter 
written to you on March 28, 
2022, so I know that others 
have safety concerns. Could 
our issue be addressed?

We really enjoy the Gringo 
Gazette  and usually see two 
issues during our two weeks 
in Cabo. Keep up the good 
work.,

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
 • Interior Design
 • Restyling
 • Window Treatments
 • Blinds
 • Furniture Upholstery
 • Furniture Wash and Rugs
 • Furnishing
 • High Quality Carpentry
 • Home Decor

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT US:
www.xmdesignco.com
contact@xmdesignco.com
+1 424 324 0006
+52 624 123 2739
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COOKING LIKE A MEXICAN...

continued from page 16

use a roasting pan), and add 
the wet masa and the salt. Mix 
with your hands.

Pour in the melted lard and 
continue to incorporate with 
your hands.

Now, add in the broth, one 
cup at a time.

Keep mixing with your 
hands. The consistency should 
be like a cookie dough but not 
runny. It should hold its shape 
in a spoon.

Add more stock if neces-
sary.

Forming the tamales
Channel your inner Mexi-

can abuelita and patience.
Now, take a corn husk, and 

pat if off with a dish towel.
Flatten the husk, and with 

a spoon, scoop out about ¼ 
cup of the batter. (Ice cream 
scoopers are great for por-
tioning, but you should use a 
medium one unless you want 
huge tamales)

In the upper, wider portion 
of the husk, spread the batter 
to the size of about a postcard. 
Don't worry about making the 
batter thick in shape. It will 
expand as it steams.

Now, scoop out about two 
tablespoons of the pork mix-
ture and spread it down the 
middle of the batter.

Fold over the right third 
of the husk, then fold in the 
left side.

Fold up the bottom.
Place uncooked tamales 

on a large baking sheet, folded 
side down! 

Steaming the tamales
Place unused corn husks 

on each layer of your steamer. 
Place corn husks over the top 
of the tamales.

Add water to the steamer 
and cover.

Heat and steam over a con-
stant medium heat for about 1 
and ¼ hours.

Watch carefully to make 
sure that all the water doesn't 
boil away. Add more hot water 
as necessary.

Tamales are done when the 
leaf peels away from the masa 

easily.
The tamales will need to 

rest for at least half an hour 
for the dough to firm up after 
cooking.

For the best tamales, let 
them cool completely, then 
steam them again to warm 
(you can easily heat them in a 
microwave in a plastic bag at 
this point).

Some tips:
Use the freshest corn avail-

able to make the nixtamal and 
masa. If you use prepared nix-
tamal from a bag, you'll prob-
ably get a gritty dry masa. That 
said, if that's what's available, 
use it, and don’t deprive your-
self of the pleasure of fresh hot 
tamales. Just beat for a longer 
time, so that it hydrates better.

Use the best lard available 
and use a fair amount of it.

Beat a lot, either by hand 
or with a stand mixer. Beating 
produces a suspension of masa, 
water, lard and air. An airy 
masa will produce delightful 
soft and puffy tamales.

Make your filling thick, 
so that you don't have runny 
ingredients while folding the 
tamale. You can also add a 
couple of tablespoons of masa 
to the salsa, and this will help 
make it thicker and sort of bind 
to the tamales when cooking. 

Add a couple of CLEAN 
pennies, pesos or whatever 
coins you have to the very bot-
tom of your pot with the water. 
The sound will let you know if 
it runs out of water and prevent 
an accident. Legend has it that 
it tastes more Mexican if you 
add peso coins. 

As an extra recipe: the day 
after making them, or maybe 
even a couple of days after 
they have been refrigerated, 
tamales taste great when fried 
in a skillet with a little oil and 
served with a slap of crema and 
a sprinkle of queso fresco.

Good luck! Find me at ale.
borbolla@gringogazette.com 
for questions, and photos of 
your own creations and ideas! 
I hope you try to make them 
just in time for February 2 to 
celebrate Candelaria in a tra-
ditional Mexican way! ,
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Meeting  Fridays 11:00 a.m.
Next to Calvary Chapel

Corner of Degollado and 
Margarita Maza de Juarez

San Jose
Al-Anon 
Family Group

Info: Cell 624-355-3101

WHO WE ARE
We are a full service Canadian based Construction Management Company. We have 
been in business in Canada since 2017. We are hands on Quantity Surveyors with a 
combined 75+ years of experience in Planning and Managing Construction Projects. 
Commercial, Institutional, Industrial to Residential. During our careers we have been 
directly involved in successfully delivering projects spanning 3 continents ranging in 
size from $150,000 to $420,000,000.

Construction Monitoring
Be in the know, we keep you posted

OUR SERVICES
As experienced Quantity Surveyors we 
can assess all facets of the construction 
process. Project viability studies, all 
aspects of scheduling & planning, 
and budgeting. We can monitor any 
construction project knowing what the 
risks are, enabling owners to anticipate 
and plan for risks. Accurate independent 
3rd party assessment of the progress of 
your project will keep you posted, but 
also equip the Owner Developer to be
ready for any unexpected eventualities.

Monthly Project Monitoring and a health 
report could be what you are looking for

Contact us for details of our
consulting services.

Call us at: +1-480-432-9483
Email: wjoubert@himi.ca

Holistic Integrated Management
101-1865 Dilworth Dr Suite 885
Kelowna, BC, V1V2S4, Canada

IF YOU EVER WONDERED:
• Am I 100% comfortable with my 

contractor or developer?
• Do I have a solid understanding of the 

health of my project?
• Am I secure in the knowledge the 

project will be on time and on budget?
• Would it have been better if I was there 

on the ground during construction?
• How do I know what I am told is 

accurate? Is my construction up to 
standard?

• Am I paying too much? Am I ready for 
surprises?

“I Wish I was there and could see what is 
going on during construction!!”

Subscribe to our 
Breaking News Bulletins 
They’re Free!!
To have them appear in 

your email go to:
http://bitly.com/ggblast

a new option for anglers using 
the sabiki rigs.

For local fleets, the main 
grounds now being targeted 
have been straight off of the 
Puerto Los Cabos Marina re-
gion, where mackerel schools 
are congregating, and north to 
the Gordo Banks, Iman, San 
Luis, La Fortuna, and Cardon. 
Again, 5 to 15-pound dorado 
have been the most common 
gamefish found, with many 
charters filling their limit. 
However, some fish are up to 
20 pounds. They are striking 
best on trolled ballyhoo.

Wahoo action has faded 
out. Only a few of these were 
seen all week, as the cooler 

FISH REPORT...

continued from page 17

water temperatures have these 
pelagics migrating south to 
preferred temperate water.

Early in the week, some 
quality yellowfin tuna action 
was encountered near the 
Iman Bank. Fish to 60 pounds 
were taken while drift-fishing 
with squid. Also, off of San 
Luis Bank, some nice tuna 
were hooked into by yo-yo 
jigs where anglers were also 
catching some white bonito 
up to 12 pounds. Later, the 
tuna were harder to entice, 
and winds were up some 
days, making these farther 
grounds less accessible.

Still, not much going off 
the bottom rock piles beside 
the bonito, triggerfish, a few 
pargo, and leopard grouper. 
With a lack of sardina, not 
much sierra action or shal-

low water inshore action was 
targeted. Hopefully, these 
cooling waters will bring in 
some new schools of sardina, 
as they are always a valued 
bait resource for the coming 
winter season. ... Eric Brict-
son, Gordo Banks Pangas  

East Cape  
D espite  an  annoy ing 

north wind arriving each 
afternoon, the dorado con-
tinues to be the primary catch 
for anglers willing to gamble 
with the wind. The boats 
still wait each day for the 
yellowtail to take residence 
on the high spots a few miles 
outside the La Ribera Marina 
entrance.

Mark Rayor reports that 
the recent appearance of sar-
dina up and down the beach-
es bodes well for the East 

Cape fishery a few months 
from now. He backs up his 
report with photos of them 
being chased onto the beach.

La Paz
It has been mainly a sunny 

week with nice temps be-
tween the mid-50s and mid-
60s. Although, not many 
folks are out on boats because 
of North Winds roughing the 
waters. We have had to cancel 
several trips because of it.

However, here and there, 
some folks found some win-
dows of opportunity to get 
out in-between gusts. Many 
of the folks who do get out are 
locals with flexible schedules 
and can find the better days, 

or they are tourists who have 
wiggle room in their vacation 
agendas to avoid the windier 
times.

Surprisingly, there's still 
some dorado around that are 
usually gone by October or 
November. That leads me to 
believe there are still some 
warm water patches here and 
there. However, most catches 
were colder-water fish like 
small yellowtail and numer-
ous sierra and bonito, jacks, 
and cabrilla.

There are lots of live sar-
dina, although yo-yo jigs have 
also been productive if you 
can keep them off the rocky 
bottoms.… Jonathan Roldan, 
Tailhunter International ,
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San Jose
“Top of the World’ 

outdoor
English Speaking Meetings
Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday 6:00-7:00
Everyone welcome.

Bring your own chair
1 de Mayo Park

https://bit.ly/sanjoseaa
For more information, 

please call 
Adrienne at

+52 624 129 8034 
Or Jill 1-970-309-4429

NOW AVAILABLE IN LOS CABOS

Find it at
LOS CABOS

KM 31.5 Mexico 1, Villa Valentina, San José del Cabo, BCS

(624) 129 9963WWW.ASHLEYCABO.COM INFO@ASHLEYCABO.COM

WORLD RENOWNED GOLF...

continued from page 18

Next is the 18-hole Cabo 
del Sol Ocean Course de-
signed by Jack Nicklaus that 
stretches over a mile along the 
rugged coastline of the Sea of 
Cortez. It has been captivating 
world-class golfers since its 
opening in 1994. There, you’ll 
find seven holes perched right 
above the sea. Then as you 
wrap up your game, play “the 
three finest finishing holes in 
all of golf,” according to Nick-
laus himself. The signature 
hole is at the 17th – a PAR-3 
hole nestled among bunches 
of cacti, large boulders and a 
menacing cove.

Now that you’ve learned 
about some of the world-
renowned golf  locations 
throughout Baja Sur, you need 
to visit Baja Sur to experience 
them for yourself. As you’ll see, 
this Mexican State on the south 
end of the Baja peninsula pro-
vides some of the best vacation 
destinations in the world, of-

p.m. Wednesdays to Mon-
days. Marsha also announced 
that there is 

a 15% discount for all Los 
Cabos Tomatoes members 
when they return.

The “Network Spotlight” 
speaker of the month was 
Dawn Solomon -- oenophile, 
wine expert, and a long-time 
member of Los Cabos To-
matoes. Originally from the 
Midwest, she moved close to 
Napa Valley in Northern Cal-
ifornia to explore her passion 
and expand her knowledge 

SOCIAL CLUB LEARNS...

continued from page 19

fering much more than meets 
the eye. And when combined 
as a golfing destination, your 
Baja Sur vacation will be an 
Ace -- a hole-in-one!

Interested in living in a 
golf community? Contact 
me at info@ronival.com or 
Instagram @nickfong_ronival 
or Facebook/ Ronival Real 
Estate. ,

of wine. After writing and 
publishing a guidebook on 
wine-tasting experiences in 
Napa Valley in 2000, she be-
gan organizing bespoke wine 
events in 2005. She has also 
arranged specialized wine 
pairing events since 2007 
and continued to regularly 
do so monthly for ten years 
for both small and large scale 
groups. Her accomplish-
ments in “el mundo del vino” 
are vast and authentic.

This expertise led her to 
develop the concept of the 
“progressive dinner” where 
guests can experience three 
restaurants in Cabo San Lu-
cas in a single night. The 

first establishment serves 
the appetizer, the second one 
the entrée, and the third and 
final stop serves dessert. All 
restaurants pair food with 
wines from their menu and 
each is located within walk-
ing distance from the other. 
This inspired approach en-
courages locals and visitors 
to have a unique experience 
that only Los Cabos can offer.

Dawn’s current pursuits 
include educating locals, 
visitors and wine enthusiasts 
about Baja’s up-and-coming 
Valle de Guadalupe region 
located in the northern por-
tion of the peninsula. She 
is effusive in her love of the 
region and is quick to men-
tion that the oldest winery 
in North America is located 
in Mexico.

Along with her business 
partner Tana Craighead, 
the pair has also established 
cabowineclub.com to show-
case wine-tasting events at 
area restaurants. The Gastro 
Vino Baja Food and Wine 
Festival in Todos Santos on 
November 11-13, is their 
next focus. More informa-
tion on the upcoming festi-
val can be found on https://
www.gastrovino.mx. Special 
arrangements can be made 
for tours and transportation. 
Contact them on Facebook or 
Instagram @cabowinedivas.

Twenty-six members and 

guests attended the Dutch 
Luncheon. Guests attend-
ing included Kerry Burton 
from San Jose, California 
by member Donna Floyd, 
Yvonne Connor from Van-
couver, Canada by member 
and sister of Angela Con-
nor, Cindy Schaffer from 
Enumclaw, Washington by 
member Sandra Berry, Edith 
Vizcurra from Mexico City, 
Mexico by member Judy 
Miller, and Shar Wagers from 
Covington, Washington by 
member Dawn Solomon. 
Those joining were Yvonne 
Connor, Kerry Burton, and 
Shar Wagers.

L o s  C ab o s  Tomato e s 
originated in 1991 and cur-
rently has 600 members on 
the membership roster. For 
information, contact losca-
bostomatoes@gmail.com. ,
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The Sleuth’s Guide to 
Condo Buying

BY WILLY WISE

So having read my last 
Gringo Gazette article on the 
topic of condo buying, have 
you done your homework, 
talked to people, and under-
stand the financial statements 
now? Now it's time to do a final 
walkthrough before writing 
the offer. Why not just write 
the offer and make the whole 
deal conditional on a suitable 
house inspection? Once the of-
fer is written you are in a con-
tract and once the conditions 
are addressed the contract is 
fulfilled and now pay up be-
cause the condo is yours. Also, 
what if the house inspection 
didn’t find all the deficiencies? 
You paid several hundred dol-
lars for the inspection but the 
disclaimers you signed off on 
absolve the inspector of what 
he didn’t see so now it's time 
to get out your wallet. 

What if you could have 
done your own inspection 
before you write the offer? I 
have made material reductions 
in the offer price after finding 
deficiencies on my own and 

reduced the offer by thousands 
of dollars and still had it ac-
cepted. It's hard to renegotiate 
the offer price after it's written 
even with deficiencies and un-
less you are outright going to 
walk away it's better to do it 
all on the front end. You need 
to highlight the deficiencies to 
the seller as they may or may 
not know about them. 

Really smart sellers will 
have the house inspection 
done themselves and pres-
ent it to potential buyers to 
offer transparency and ease 
of transacting. This is a great 
seller move as it gives the 
seller the opportunity to fix 
any deficiencies and hold the 
offer price firm as you know 
your place is in top shape. If 
you run into this, just make 
sure the inspection is dated 
relatively recently.

Deficiencies fall into de-
grees of severity from “walk 
away now” to ‘I can fix that 
myself ”. The 2 most critical 
deficiencies are cracks in walls 
and water damage. Next on the 

list is slow drains, the slope of 
balconies and shower floors as 
well as termites. The third is 
the shape of the appliances and 
after that, it's pretty minor and 
certainly not a deal breaker.

Let’s start at the top, cracks 
in walls mean the building is 
moving and that’s never good. 
Buildings in Mexico are typi-
cally made from cinder blocks 
and if done properly steel rods 
(rebar) and concrete are put 
in the vertical channels in the 
blocks to fortify them. Roofs 
are corrugated steel decking 
with poured concrete con-
taining rebar or steel mesh for 
strength than some type of 
sealing product or terracotta 
tile to finish it off. Given ce-
ment is hard there is a degree 
of brittleness to it which means 
small cracks are normal, large 
cracks on the other hand are 
problematic. With older con-
dos, the settling of the building 
is likely done and the deficien-
cies have been worked out, 
new condos on the other hand 
have yet to prove the work-
manship trustworthy. Also, 
look to see if cracks have been 
patched and have opened up 
again, that means the place is 
still in motion. 

Cracks and settling natu-
rally lead to big problem #2 
which is water leaks. In years 
gone by Cabo was in a 10-year 

drought but that’s ended and 
tropical storms have exposed 
major deficiencies in a lot of 
complexes. Ideally, it's best 
to be in the place when a big 
storm occurs as several inches 
of rain reveal a lot of sins that 
sunny weather won’t show you. 
Ceiling leaks are worst of all so 
look for water marks around 
ceiling lights or rust on ceil-
ing fittings implying they have 
been wet. Look at carpets and 
furniture for watermarking or 
mold on carpets or cushions. 
Peeling paint, paint bubbles 

and a lot of fresh paint are 
potential clues the underly-
ing walls have been wet in the 
past and may get wet again in 
a good rain. Having a prop-
erty manager that can arrange 
to quickly open up the place 
and let it dry out is critical or 
face moldy furniture and rugs 
when you get back.  

To me, these two problems 
need a really close look and de-
spite the nice ocean view and 
good price I would likely walk 
away and look for something 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 28
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THE LEGAL ASPECTS OF...

continued from page 20

should spend a few minutes 
reviewing the financial re-
ports for their complex on a 
regular basis. When staying 
in the unit, they should open 
their eyes and review the 
condition of the complex. 
Is it well maintained? Or is 
maintenance being deferred? 
This will affect the value of 
the complex and the value 
of the unit. More and more, 
absentee owners are select-
ing professional management 
companies to perform all 

Bored at Home?
Get the printed version of the Gringo Gazette in your 
home or office.
Order now and you will save a kitty or a puppy. The 
GG will make a donation to the “Fieritos” Vet Clinic to 
sponsor spay and neuter campaigns on your behalf. 
$12 Months = $75 USD     1st Class Mail (26 issues) 
Please email alejandra@gringogazette.com and 
for FREE we will add you to our database to receive 
our Daily News! Be in the know everyday!

administration and mainte-
nance services rather than 
having these services per-
formed by the Homeowner 
Association or its Board of 
Directors. This makes sense 
especially when properties 
represent a second or third 
home for the owners who are 
busy and wish to spend their 
limited time at the unit enjoy-
ing it… not managing it!

Living in a Condominium. 
Copyright, 2004-2023, Con-
sultores Phoenix, S.C. Repro-
duction prohibited without 
permission.

This article was provided by 
The Settlement Company®. It is 

the first title and escrow com-
pany in Mexico and is dedicat-
ed to processing the trusts and 
title transfers of Mexican real 
estate for foreign buyers and 
sellers for properties located 
ANYWHERE in Mexico. The 
company frequently sponsors 
seminars on the various as-
pects of real estate ownership 
in Mexico and holds member-
ship in AMPI, NAR and FI-
ABCI and received PROFECO 
Certificate 00063/96.

For reprints and further 
information: The Settlement 
Company. E-mail info@settle-
ment-co.com, website: http://
www.settlement-co.com ,

What Is a Realtor?
BY JOHN GLAAB

The word REALTOR is a 
trademark of the National As-
sociation of Realtors®, (NAR)  
The real estate agents who are 
members of the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors are the ONLY 
ones who have the right to use 
this prestigious designation. 
Any real estate agent who is not 
a registered member of the NAR 
may not call himself a Realtor®, 
may not use the term in adver-
tising, and may not access the 
huge gamut of services provided 
to members of the National As-
sociation of Realtors®

Through an agreement ne-
gotiated between AMPI (the 
Association of Mexican Real 
Estate Professionals) and NAR 
in 2012, Associate members 
of AMPI may become Inter-
national Realtor® members, 
provided they register as such 
during the first three months of 
the calendar year.

WHY BOTHER??
The services offered by NAR 

to its International members are 
incredible and include the use 
of the prestigious R® symbol, 
extensive educational programs, 
including designations and 

certifications, discounts on net-
working conferences and con-
tinuing materials designed to 
help the Realtor® in his business.  

Another major benefit is 
the public perception of the 
Realtor®: Continual advertising 
and promotion in the US and 
Canada influence citizens to 
select a Realtor® rather than a 
“rogue agent” to represent them 
in their buy and sell operations. 
This same advice transfers to the 
Mexican Realtor® and creates an 
instant level of high credibility. 
Our clients, mostly from the US 
and Canada, trust Realtors.®

And check out the NAR 
Code of Ethics. It is the perfect 
guideline for responsible and 
solid representation which, 
when used in conjunction with 
the AMPI Code of Ethics and 
Mexico’s Mercantile Commis-
sion, provides the answers to 
any agent desiring to do a prop-
er job of representing his buyer 
and seller clients.

As an associate member 
of AMPI, International NAR 
membership is included at no 
extra charge!!  So much for so 
little! ,
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THE SLEUTH'S GUIDE TO...

continued from page 26

better. Also, don’t be fooled 
by price; expensive places can 
crack and leak as well. Is the 
place built on packed sand or 
bedrock?

Next on the problem list are 

slopes of drain pipes, balconies 
and shower floors. Turn on 
taps wherever there is a drain 
and see how fast the water 
drains away. It’s a surprisingly 
common problem in Mexico 
with new construction as the 
installers likely won’t have 
a chance to test their work 
before the sinks and tubs are 

installed. I know 3 complexes 
where walls had to be jack-
hammered open and the pipes 
reinstalled so the drains could 
work. Balconies are another 
place to look for problems. I 
was looking at a condo and 
deliberately poured a pail 
of water on the balcony and 
watched as the water flowed 

back into the living room in-
stead of out the drain pipe. In 
the same condo I turned the 
shower on and watched as a 
half inch of water pooled at 
the back of the shower as the 
shower floor wasn’t sloped to 
the drain. I wondered what the 
squeegee in the shower was for 
as there was a shower curtain, 

not a glass door. 
Termites are a fact of life 

in Mexico and you don’t want 
these little guys in your house. 
There are several kinds down 
here including wood and ce-
ment burrowing. Any wood 
with small holes, the telltale 
termite “dust” on the floor or 
soft or crumbling wood win-
dow frames or cabinets require 
immediate addressing as it 
only gets worse. The cement 
type will leave a small brown 
or grey trail up a wall where 
they are residing. Termites 
can be dealt with by remov-
ing and replacing the wood or 
having exterminators come 
and professionally treat the 
affected areas. In worst cases, 
cabinets will need replacing 
and that will necessitate a big 
price adjustment. If you sus-
pect wood termites push on 
the potentially affected areas 
with a car key and see if the 
key penetrates the wood. Also 
buying used furniture here can 
be risky as the little fellas might 
be in the wood framing and 
you may just have introduced 
them into your place. Turn the 
sofa over and have a good close 
look at all of the wooden parts

Lastly, have a good look 
at the appliances. Older ap-
pliances don’t mean they are 
bad but expect to be replacing 
them in the next few years. 
Hot water tanks fail regularly 
(5-7 years) in Mexico due to 
the “hardness” or calcium 
content of the water. Icemak-
ers in fridges are a perennial 
problem as the plastic water 
lines disintegrate in the sum-
mer heat after just a couple of 
years here and burst (usually 
when the condo is unoccu-
pied) and now you have a big 
problem especially if you have 
people living below you as you 
will be responsible for their 
damage too. A simple fridge 
is a problem-free fridge. 

Well, that’s an abridged 
version of the condo buyers' 
checklist. Hopefully, this will 
give you some insight into 
what to look for to help you 
make an informed buying de-
cision and avoid costly prob-
lems after the fact. ,


